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FROM THE STENOGRAPHER'S VERBATIM REPORT 



A STATEMENT 



To the Senators and Representatives of the United 
States, in Congress convened. 



On the fifth day of February, 1884, a Convention assem- 
bled in the City of Washington, District of Columbia, the 
object of which was to take council in regard to the means 
necessary for the improving the Mississippi River and its 
navigable tributaries. 

The official action of the convention is herewith commu- 
nicated to you in the resolutions adopted, without a dis- 
senting voice. 

In pursuance of that action, and with a view of impress- 
ing upon your Honorable Bodies the necessity of prompt, 
vigorous, and enlarged legislation to secure the ends con- 
templated, this statement is now made to you. The 
Washington convention was composed of delegates from 
nearly every State and Territory in the Mississippi Valley; — 
men representing all of its great interests, and deriving 
their authority by appointment by the Governors of the 
States, the city corporations, the boards of trade, and other 
commercial bodies, fairly representing a constituency of 
30,000,000 of people. It met and acted in accordance with 
the earnest and freely expressed desire of this vast body of 
citizens, that the Government of the United States, in view 
of the conceded national importance of the work, should, 
with immediate action, meet the necessities of our interna- 
tional and inter-state commerce, by the improvement of 
our great national arteries of trade. 

We are not unmindful that iu presenting this statement 
we are following the accustomed method which has for- 
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mally been adopted by other and preceding conventions, 
but, with due regard for former actions and exigencies, we 
are impelled to say that never before, in the history of our 
country, has the necessity of action been so great or the 
demand so importunate; never before have the feelings of 
the people of the Mississippi Valley been so thoroughly 
aroused on this subject; never before has the conviction 
been so deep and all prevailing, that the measure of relief 
they seek can no longer be postponed. 

The commerce of an area comprising 1,683,303 square 
miles, demands, in the interests ot cheap transportation, 
immediate relief. The products of the soil can with diffi- 
culty compete in foreign markets with the rival produc- 
tions of India, South America and the Islands of the sea, 
unless at a cheap rate of transfer. 

So impressed was the Convention with its importance that 
it recommended a policy looking to future competition be- 
tween rival water routes to the sea-board. 

The protection of the bottom and fertile lands from over- 
flow, embracing 32,000 square miles, is one of the problems 
which demand immediate solution. The loss of property — 
of life, and the suffering and misery entailed, should appeal 
to the intelligence of a patriotic people, and their preven- 
tion made certain. The vast amount^of lands reclaimed by 
making the channel of the Mississippi navigable under the 
system now adopted, would incidentally compensate for the 
whole work, by adding millions in value to the productive 
interests of the country. These needs of the south and the 
west were fully expressed in the Convention. The Conven- 
tion was in no sense a partisan body; composed of representa- 
tive men of every class, it met and acted for the further- 
ance of a national end, vital to the greatest portion of the 
country, and through it to the whole Nation. 

It appeals to you in behalf of no partj T or party scheme, 
but rests its claims upon the spirit of a broad and enlight- 
ened statesmanship. The great river, well deserving the 
name •' Father of Waters," with its noble tributaries is the 
property of the world of traffic, second only in importance 
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to the ocean which receives its tribute. It drains through 
various latitudes by far the most productive portion of the 
globe, over which rules a liberal and enlightened govern- 
ment. The people upon its banks have already surpassed 
• the other districts of the world in the perfection of agri- 
cultural industry. Individual enterprise and genius have 
done their work, and done it well. It remains for the 
Forty-Eighth Congress to crown the work of progress by giv- 
ing transportation facilities in the spirit of liberality which 
accords with our necessities, and is commensurate with our 
agricultural and commercial importance. 

E. 0. 8TANARD, 
Geo. L. Wright, President of the Convention. 

Secretary. 
In behalf of the Executive Committee, 

B. D. WOOD, 

Chairman. 



PROCEEDINGS OP THE CONVENTION 

FOR THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

AND ITS NAVIGABLE TRIBUTARIES, 



Lincoln Hall, Washington, D. C, Feb'y 5th, 1884. 

The convention was called to order at 12:30 p. m. by Mr. 
B. [). Wood, of New Orleans, La., Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee on the Improvement of the Western 
Water-ways. 

Mr. Wood. Gentlemen of the convention: It is my duty 
and pleasure as the Chairman of the Executive Committee 
to call this convention to order. 

I congratulate you upon this meeting. Seldom, if ever, in 
our history has there assembled such a body of business men. 
You have met for an important purpose. The improve- 
ment of our great rivers has become 'a national necessity. 
The public mind has become fully aroused to it, and I am 
free to say that there is no other question of an economic 
nature so vast and so important as the one you meet now to de- 
liberate upon. Tou meet at an opportune time in our his- 
tory. The country is prosperous, and the avenues of trade are 
opening on every hand. The productions of the country are 
immense, and the ability to handle those productions cheaply 
is the vital question of the day. You represent, gentlemen, a 
great and energetic population, increasing rapidly every year, 
and a vast area of country with a productive capacity suffi- 
cient to supply the world with food and textile fabrics. 
You have met at the national capital, a place of common 
interest to the people of every section. You come., not to 
command, but to suggest and to urge as business men, and as 
representatives of a great domain, the legitimate needs of 
the people; and I believe that your conclusions will receive 
a full, fair and just consideration. 

I trust that your deliberations will be marked by har- 
mony, and that the result will be of great benefit, not only 
to the West and South, from whence you come, but to all 
the people of our great and common country. [Applause.] 

I will now call upon our Secretary, Mr. George L. Wright, 
of St. Louis, who will read the official call under which the 
convention has assembled. 



Mr. George L. Wright, Secretary of the Executive Com- 
mute, then read the call for the convention as follows: 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE CONVENTION FOR THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

AND ITS NAVIGABLE TRIBUTARIES, 

To be held in Washington, D. C, February 5, 1884. 

On the 11th day of July, 1883, there was held in the 
city of St. Louis, a conference of delegates from the com- 
mercial bodies and large cities of the Mississippi Valley to 
consider what steps were necessary to impress upon the peo- 
ple and upon their Representatives in Congress the import- 
ance of sufficient appropriations for the improvement of 
the Mississipi River and its navigable tributaries. 

River committees had been previously created by the dif- 
ferent Exchanges, and delegates were sent from these, to 
this conference, fully authorized to take such action, as, to 
them, seemed expedient. 

At the conference, an " Executive Committee on the Im- 
provement of the Western Water-ways" wasformed,having, 
among its numbers, representatives of all portions of the 
Valley, from St. Paul to New Orleans, and from Council 
Bluft's to Pittsburgh. Thus was assured for the first time 
in the history of this great subject, the united action of the 
people of the Mississippi Valley. 

The conference authorized the calling of a River Con- 
vention, to be held in Washington. D. C., on the first Tues- 
day in February, 1884. 

To carry out the ends and purposes of that conference, the . 
Executive Committee now issue their official call for the 
convention. 

The call is addressed to the People of the Mississippi Valley, 
and to those communities which are in hearty sympathy 
with the objects to be obtained. In view of the magnitude 
of the interests involved, and the results to be accomplished, 
we cordially and earnestly invite the commercial bodies of 
the valley, and all those sections of our common country, 
interested in the question of cheap transportation, to send 
delegates to the convention. It is all important that those 
who are sent as delegates, should fully comprehend the 
necessity of this action, and possess ability to represent the 
great interests at stake. 



The basis of representation in the convention will be as 
follows: Ten delegates at large from each State, and five 
from each Territory, to be appointed by the Governor. 
From the commercial bodies, five delegates from each one 
hundred members, said bodies to be entitled to at least five 
delegates. From each corporate city, where no exchange 
exists, three delegates, to be appointed by the Mayor. 

The President and Vice President of the United States, 
Members of the Cabinet, Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, and Governors of States and Territories, are in- 
vited as guests of the convention, and will be assigned seats 
on the floor during its deliberations. 

By order of the Executive Committee : 

B. D. WODD, Chairman. 
MICHAEL McENNIS, Treasurer. 
GEORGE L. WRIGHT, Secretary. 

St Louis, December 1st, 1883. 

Executive Committee : 

B. D. Wood, Chairman, New Orleans. 

A. G. Brice, New Orleans, Produce Exchange. 
Wm. N. Burwell, New Orleans, Chamber of Com. - 
Wm. P. Ross, New Orleans, Maritime Association. 
Columbus H. Allen, New Orleans, Mexican Exch. 
A. Martin, New Orleans, Mechanics', Dealers' and 

Lumbermen's Exchange. 
A. K. Miller, New Orleans, Cotton Exchange. 

C. L. C. Dupuy, New Orleans, Stock Exchange. 
Edward J. Gay, New Orleans, Sugar Exchange. 
Judge W. Tunstall, Natchez. 

E. C. Carroll, Vicksburg, Cotton Exchange. 

C. E. Webb, Vicksburg, Citzens' Committee. 

James Lee, Jr., Memphis, Cotton Exchange. 

N. Fontaine, Memphis, Merchants' Exchange. 

E. W. Halliday, Cairo. 

T. W. Shields, Cairo, 

Thos. H. West, St. Louis, Cotton Exchange. 

E. 0. Stanard, St. Louis, Merchants' Exchange. 

Michael McEnnis, St. Louis, Merchants' Exchange. 

Geo. L. Wright, St. Louis, Merchants' Exchange. 

John D. Adams, Little Rock, Cotton Exchange. 

W. H. Miller, Kansas City, Board of Trade. 

C. N. Clark, Hannibal, Board of Trade. 

Chas. E. Cox, Quinc}, Board of Trade. 

A. G. Adams, Burlington, Board of Trade. 



L. F. Parker, Davenport, Board of Trade. 

W. H. Guest, Rock Island, . 

P. W. Crawford, Dubuque, 



Wm. F. Phelps, Winona, Board of Trade. 

R. Blakeley, St. Paul, Chamber of Commerce. 

D. Morrison, Minneapolis, Board of Trade. 

R. W. Woolfolk, Louisville, Board of Trade. 

R. C. Gray, Pittsburg, Chamber of Commerce. 

Wm. Seedentopp, Council Bluffs. 

Thos. Tostevin, Council Bluffs. 

Chas. H. Toll, Clinton, Iowa. 

N. C. Redenour, Clarinda, Iowa. 

D. A. Ball, Louisiana, Missouri. 

Gustavxts St. Gem, St. Genevieve, Missouri. 

A. H. Stonebraker, St. Charles, Missouri. 

A. W. Oliver, Wichita, Kansas. 

Frank Hitchcock, Peoria, Illinois. 

A. G. Henry, Greenville, Illinois. 

Eug. S. Stoker, Centralia, Illinois. 

J. S. Daniels, Jerseyville* Illinois. 

G. A. Henry, Louisville, Illinois. 

H. G. McPike, Alton, Illinois. 

M. Case, Fort Madison, Iowa. 

John Mahin, Muscatine, Iowa. 

M. C. McCullough, Anderson, Indiana. 

John Gilbert, Evansville, Indiana. 

J. W. McCore, West Virginia. . 

Mr. Wood. Gentlemen: the Executive Committee have 
selected Hon. W. D. Washburn, of Minn., as the temporary 
chairman of this convention. If that selection meets the ap- 
proval of the convention the delegates will please so signify. 
(After numerous maifestations of approval) I will call upon 
Gov. Stanard, of Missouri, and Hon. E. C. Billings, of 
La., to escort Mr. Washburn to the chair. 

The gentlemen named thereupon escorted Hon. W. D. 
Washburn, to the chair, which he took amid applause. 

Mr. Wood. I have the honor of introducing to you Hon. 
W. D. Washburn, of Minnesota. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen of the convention : I need 
not say that I am deeply impressed by the distinguished 
honor that has been conferred upon me in calling me to 
preside at your temporary organization. I desire here and 
now to return my most sincere thanks for this honor. 

We have met here to-day in the capital of the nation for 
a great purpose. Delegates representing sixteen states of 
the Union and thirty millions of people^ tire gathered to- 



gether to consider the question of all others in which this 
people are most deeply and vitally interested, that of cheap 
and easy transportation from the vast empire embraced in 
the valley of the Mississippi and its tributaries, to the sea- 
board and to the markets of the world. [Applause.] While 
the people and the Government are now called upon to meet 
and determine many and grave questions bearing upon its 
material and future prosperity, such as a wise adjustment of 
the tariff to be levied on imports, to be so laid as to be fair 
and just to all the great and varied industries and material 
interests of the country, the amount and character of in- 
ternal taxes, the financial problem, with all its intricacies 
and embarrassments, the return to the public domain of the 
millions of acres that have been held from settlement and de- 
velopment for now near a quarter of a century for the bene- 
fit of railroad magnates and speculators, [Applause] the 
revision of our land laws, so that the bona fide settler may 
secure a home without being made the prey of the adven* 
turers and sharks who infest the frontier, the enactment of 
a well-considered inter-state commerce law that will protect 
the business of the country from the many abuses that 
have grown up with our railway system — I say, while these 
and many other questions are pressing for consideration and 
settlement, there is no question that compares in import- 
ance and magnitude with that of the improvement of the 
water-ways of the country, [applause] and especially of that, 
the greatest of all water-ways on this or any other con- 
tinent, the Mississippi Kiver, from its sources in the north- 
ern lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. [Applause.] 

To consider this subject in all its bearings this convention 
is assembled here to-day. While Providence seems to have 
selected this continent as the spot of all others on the gfobe 
where should be wrought successfully the problem of self- 
government. He has at the same time provided the most 
wonderful conditions and natural resources whereby under 
the intelligent guidance of such aGovernment the grandest 
results could be secured. And in no way has this provident 
foresight been more clearly exhibited than in the location 
of the great natural waterways of the country. With the 
great lakes of the north, stretching from the upper Missis- 
sippi Valley to the St. Lawrence and the sea-board, with 
the Mississippi, taking its course to the sea, also from the cold 
north to the soft breezes of the south, easy and natural 
inter-communication between different sections and differ- 
ent climates, the most powerful means for material develop- 
ment as well as a higher civilization has been furnished. 



It now remains for man under the organized forma of gov- 
ernment, to go forward and supplement what has been so 
bountifully bestowed. [Applause.] 

To do this great work this power of the General Govern- 
in en I ban been and must still be invoked; and this, I believe, 
not only to be the right, but the duty of the General Gov- 
ernment to do, and in all ways that intelligent aud skilled 
engineering can suggest and with all means that an ample 
treasury can provide. [Applause.] The time was when the 
people of the Mississippi Valley — and by this I mean the 
entire region watered by the Mississippi and its network of 
tributaries — could only ask that the Government should 
perform its duty in this respect. But the time is coming, 
aye, now is, as the course of empire sweeps westward, when 
its thirty millions of people may, I think with propriety, 
not only ask, but demand, that this great water-way of 
nature shall be improved to the highest degree of perfec- 
tion that engineering skid can devise. [Applause ] In the 
late civil war there were many considerations of both pa- 
triotism and self-interest that led the brave men of the North- 
west to peril their lives and make great sacrifices that the 
union of the States might be preserved; but let me assure 
you that the maintenance of the free and uninterrupted 
navigation of the Mississippi from its sources to its mouth, 
without interference from a foreign power, was not the 
least from such considerations. ^Applause.J And now, 
with a union restored, with a people reunited, and with a 
common ambition, inspired by a lofty patriotism, to make 
this Government the freest and the best, and this country 
the grandest of all God's domain, the people of the North- 
west will strike hands with their brethren in the center 
and 'lower valley, not only to maintain the free navigation 
of this great river and to improve it that it may float the 
commerce of a continent, but also that it may remain for- 
ever as a bond of love and good-will between the two sec- 
tions of our common country. [Continued applause.] 

Gentlemen, you have met here in convention to determ- 
ine how this may best be done. The particular methods 
and means to be employed it) carrying forward this grand 
work I will not now discuss. This convention, composed 
as it is of intelligent and patriotic citizens from all locali- 
ties, and representing all its industries and interests, the 
grain and corn fields of the upper valley, the coal and iron 
of the Ohio, and the cotton and sugar of the South, will 
during its sessions, I have no doubt, discuss all questions 
hearing upon this subject, and at last reach wise conclusions 






and satisfactory results, I will only bespeak from you 
that harmony and unanimity in your proceedings that can- 
not fail to bring forth such results. [Applause.] 

The first proceeding in order will be the selection of a 
temporary secretary. 

Mr. Logan H. Roots, of Ark. Mr. Chairman, of course 
this movement has reached such magnitude that no section 
of country, no State, no city, no body of men, and certainly 
no one man can be said to be pre-eminently the manager or 
mover of it ; but there is one who has done so much of 
that drudgery, in detail, necessary to bring this subject be- 
fore the country, that he is naturally marked as the proper 
person to be the Secretary of this convention. He has 
never assumed to be the dictator or the conductor, but has 
stood with his hand upon the lever of the throttle-valve, 
and by his judicious management has done more for the suc- 
cess of this movement than any other man. I need hardly 
say that I refer to Mr. George L. Wright, of St. Louis. 
[Applause.] I move that he be made temporary secretary. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Missouri. In order that the business 
of the convention may be expedited, I move the adoption 
of the resolution which I send to the secretary. 

The Secretary read the resolution as follows: 

Resolved* That the following committees be now created by this con- 
vention: A Committee on Credentials; a Committee on Rules or Order 
of Business ; a Committee on Permanent Organization ; a Committee 
on Resolutions ; and that these committees shall consist of one dele- 
gate each from each State and Territory represented in this convention . 

Adopted. 

The Chairman. I desire to present to the convention 
Mr. Commissioner West, of this city, who will make an 
address of welcome to the convention. (Applause.) 

Commissioner West. Fellow citizens: 1 feel that I am 
justified in using that term of address to you, because I hold 
that every man who is a citizen of this country is a citizen 
of the capital of the country. It has been deemed desirable by 
those who have the ordering of proceedings that some rec- 
ognition of their initiation should be accorded by the muni- 
cipal authorities here, and although it is apparent that such 
a trivial incident can neither aftect or influence the grand 
project you have in view, yet the welcome that ever smiles 
should be given you by every dictate of courtesy. 

On various occasions the city of Washington is called up- 
on to welcome vistors (I will not say strangers) within her 
gates. Sometimes it has been felt that her welcome was 



due to nieti eminent in the regard of the world; at other 
times it has been heartily tendered to citizens of our own 
country who have endeared themselves to our people by 
their distinguished services. On other occasions, when as- 
semblages like your own, have met together, having in 
contemplation some grand enterprise that concerns the 
welfare of the whole people of this country or mankind at 
large, their gatherings have enjoyed the respect and confi- 
dence of our people, and they have not hesitated to mani- 
fest those feelingB, not only with ordinary courtesy, but 
with genuine and sincere sympathy. Among the many oc- 
casions of that character which it has been my fortum 
witness, I think I am not partial when I say that yours' 
transcends in importance any other that has fallen under 
my notice. [Applause.] It concerns the welfare of 
whole people of this country in the same sense that the 
soundness and healthy flow of the river of life through one 
of the great arteries of the human body concerns the human 
system. Paralyze one such artery, obstruct its flow, allow 
it to gusli beyond the confines which nature has fixed for 
its course, and life itself soon stagnates, decay supervenes, 
and dissolution at once ensues. So blot our from the map 
of this country the Mississippi River, bearing upon its 
bosom and upon its tributaries the commerce of half of this 
Union, giving healthy circulation through and reaction from 
the pursuits of every human being in this land, and soon 
decay would spread over the life of this country, that until 
then would not be aware how essential to the full measure 
of its existence was the preservation of that mighty chan- 
nel. [Applause.] The city of Washington, the political 
heart of the nation, owes the expansion of its existence and 
the growth of its prosperity to the grand progress so happily 
made by the whole country. Her people might be guided 
by even the meaner instincts of selfishness in not regarding 
with indifference any progress that looks to the itnprovi 
ment of the most insignificant part of the whole. But 
when & measure such as has called this convention together, 
advocated by the Chief Magistrate of the Nation, supported 
and demanded by more than half of the States of 
Union, speaking through the unanimous voice of their rep- 
resentative in Congress, is under consideration, the people 
here should realize that something dwells in that mighty 
tone, and whatever might be their individual viewsit seems 
to me that they should merge them in a hopeful desire for 
the successful accomplish ment of all you advocate. 

We make no specialties of national improvements here 






To be sure we do rally with wonderful unanimity around 
the old flag when the appropriation affects the improve- 
ment of the Potomac flats, but we are interested in the 
progress of this country at large, and I believe that no man 
will dissent from the proposition that yours transcends in 
importance any one that is now under consideration. [Ap- 
plause.] I think lam justified, therefore, speaking on be- 
half of the city of Washington and of the District of Co- 
lumbia, in saying that for the successful accompli ah men t of 
all you have in view we hope for the favorable action of 
Congress. [Applause.] Geutlemen, I bid you all welcome 
to Washington. 

On motion it was ordered that the Secretary call the roll 
of States and Territories, and that the Chairman of each 
delegation name members from its delegation respectively 
for the committees of the convention, in accordance with 
the resolution previously adopted. 

Under the call the following na,raes were reported : 



Committee on Credentials, George W. Sappington. 
Committee on Permanent Organization, Logan H. Roots. 
Committee on Rules, P. 0. Thweatt. 
Committee on Resolutions, William R. Burke. 

Alabama. 

On Credentials, A. W. McCoxloogh. 
On Permanent Organization, C. C. Shbats. 
On Rules, A. W. McCullough. 
On Resolutions, C. C. Shbats. 

Colorado. 
On all Committees, Jambs M. Freeman. 

Florida. 
On all Committees, H. S. Sanford. 

Dakota. 
On Credentials, William Thompson. 
On Permanent Organization, George P. Flannery. 
On Rules, R. F. Pettigrbw. 
On Resolutions, Alexander Hughes. 

Illinois. 
On Credentials, James M. BeardbLEY. 
On Permanent Organization, C. E. Cox. 
On Rules, W. P. Halliday. 
On Resolutions, W. S. Bkackbtt. 
2 
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Iowa. 
On Credentials, L. F. Parker. 
On Fermanent Organization, Johh Martin. 
On Rules, J. W. Thomas. 
On Resolutions, Edward Russell. 
Indiana. 

On Credentials, Allen Tindolph. 

On Permanent Organization, Silas Q. Howe. 

On Rules, M. H. Shriek. 

On Resolutions, M. A. ±Y1arks. 



On Credentials, Thomas W. Heatley. 

On Permanent Organization, Charles L. Bubnham. 

On Roles, W. N. Allen. 

On Resolutions, H. M. Aller. 

Louisiana. 
On Credentials, J. L. Brent. 
On Permanent Organization, Emile Rosr. 
On Rules, A. G. Brice. 
On Resolutions, W. G. Wyley. 

Minnesota. 
On Credentials, C. H. Berry. 
On Permanent Organization, Platt B. Walker. 
On Rules, W. F. Phelps. 
On Resolutions, John F. Norrish. 

Mississippi. 
On Credentials, F. C. Moeehead. 
On Permanent Organization, John 8. Williams. 
On Rules, W. F. Fitzgerald. 
On Resolutions, James F. Stokes. 

Missouri. 
On Credentials, W. H. Miller. 
On Permanent Organization, T). R. Francis. 
On Rules, J. J. Russell. 
On Resolutions, Henry Hitchcock. 

Montana. 
On Credentials, S. Genzberger. 

On Permanent Organization • ■ — ■ . 

On Rules, 

On Resolutions, Alexander C. Botkin. 
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Nebraska. 

On Credentials, J. W. Dolan. 

On Permanent Organization, S. M. Chapman. 

On Rules, C. Thompson. 

On Resolutions, E. Rosewater. 

Pennsylvania. 

On Credentials, S. L. McHenry. 

On Permanent Organization, J. G. Liebnech. 

On Rules, S. W. Calvin. 

On Resolutions, John F. Dravo. 

Tennessee. 

On Credentials, Tomlinson Fort. 

On Permanent Organization, C. W. Charleton. 

On Rules. Ed. S. Jones. 

On Resolutions, G. P. M. Turner. 

West Virginia. 

On Credentials, John McLane. 

On Permanent Organization. Alexander Campbell. 

On Rules, George W. Thompson. 

On Resolutions, Lewis Baker. 

Wisconsin. 

On Credentials, D. A. McDonald. 

On Permanent Organization, Thad. C. Pound. 

On Rules, R. G. Magbridge. 

On Resolutions, B. J. Stevens. 

The committees as thus constituted are as follows: 

Committee on Credentials. 

James M. Beardsley, Chairman. 

George W. Sappington, A. W. McCullough, 

William Thompson, L. F. Barker, 

Allen Tindolph, Thomas W. Heatley, 

J. L. Brent, C. H. Berry, 

F. C. Morehead, W. H. Miller, 

S. Genzberger, J. W. Dolan, 

S. McHenry, Tomlinson Fort, 

John McLane, D. A. McDonald, 



12 



Committee, on Perwmtenl Orijuvizatiov. 
Logan II. Roots, Chairman. 
C. 0. Sheath, George P. Flannery, 

C. E. Cox, John Martin, 

Silas Q. Howe, Charles L.' Burnham, 

Emile Rost, I'latt B. Walker, 

John 8. Williams, D. R. Francis, 

S. M. Chapman, J. G. Liebnech 

C. W. Charleton, Alexander Campbell, 

Thad. C. Pound. 

Committee on Rules and Order of BvMwess. 
Edward S. Jones, Chairman. 



P. 0. Thweatt, 

R. F. Pkttigrew, 

.1. W. Thomas, 

W. N. Allen, 

W. F. Phelps, 

C. Thompson, 

George W. Thompson, 



. W. McCuLtouoH, 
W. P. Halliday, 
M. II. Shriek, 
A. G. Brice, 
J. J. Russell, 
S. W. Calvin, 
R. G. MacBride. 



William R. Burke, 
Alexander Hughes, 
Edward Russell, 
H. M. Aller, 
John F. Norkish, 
E. Rosewater, 
G. P. M. Turner, 
B. J. Stevens, 



Committee on Resolution?. 
Henry Hitchcock, Chairman. 



C. C. Sheats, 
W. S. Brackett, 
M. A. Marks, 
W. G. Wyley, 
Jameb F. Stokes, 
Alexander C. Botkin, 
John F. Dravo, 
Lewis Baker. 



Mr. Anderson, of Pennsylvania. I desire to ask whether 
nominations of Vice-Presidents are in order. 

The Chairman, nominations of Vice-Presidents are not 
in order under this resolution. It does not provide for 
them. 

Mr, Heatley, of Kansas. Then I will move that a Viee- 
Preaident be appointed from each of the States and Terri- 
tories here represented, at the completion of the formation 
of the committees. 

Mr. Chase, of Nebraska. I supposed it was distinctly 
understood by the convention that we are not to provide 
for Vice-Presidents yet. The Committee on Permanent Or- 
ganization will select such officers for the convention as they 
choose. (Applause.) If they say there shall be one Vice- 
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President or two from each State, we out in the far West 
will be thankful. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Heatley. I withdraw my motion. 

The Chaihman. What is the further pleasure of thecon- 
vention? 

Mr. Roots, of Arkansas. It seems to me it would be well 
to adjourn in order to give the committees an opportunity 
to work. 

A delegate from Illinois moved that the convention ad- 
journ until 4 o'clock. 

Mr. Noerish, of Minn. It seems to me that the hour 
named is too Boon. By that time the Committee on Reso- 
lutions will not be prepared to lay any business before the 
convention, and that will be the most important work for 
the consideration of this convention. Iwill therefore move 
as an amendment thatweadjuurn to meet to-morrow in this 
hall at 12 o'clock noon. 

A Delegate from Illinois. My motion was simply in- 
tended to provide for a meeting when the Committees on 
Credentials and Permanent Organizations might report. 

Mr. Norrish. I will name instead, 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. Wylby of Louisiana. It seems to me better that the 
convention should permanently organize before the Coim 
mittee on Resolutions presents its report. The first thing 
in order after a short recess should be a Permanent Organ- 
ization. Then let the Committee on Order of Business and 
the Committee on Credentials make their report, and then 
such resolutions as may be presented by members in open 
convention can be referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 
I therefore suggest that the action of the Committee on 
Resolutions be not included in the work- — that is to be done 
during the temporary recess. 

The Chairman. The question is upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. Norrish) that this con- 
vention take a rei-ess until to-morrow at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Missouri. It occurs to me that possibly 
we might take a hint from the action which was had at the 

» convention which met in St. Louis two years ago. It haB 
been suggested that it would be of importance for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions to make a report, and it would be 
very important for that committee to be put in possession, 
before they enter upon their duties, of some information as 
to the sentiments of the gentlemen of the convention. It 
was found expedient at the convention which met in St. 
Louis — and I merely mention it in order that some sugges- 
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tioDS of this kind may be before the House — to give an 
opportunity for the introduction, without debate, of what- 
ever resolutions the delegates might have prepared and 
desired to otter. Those resolutions were then sent to the 
Committee on Resolutions, and that committee was thus 
furnished with some clew or guide for its action as to the 
seutiment of the members of the convention. I make the 
suggestion without desiring to put it in the form of a 
motion. 

Mr. Norrish, of Minn. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. Chase, of Nebraska. There have been some very 
sensible remarks made by gentlemen I recognize as having 
attended former conventions on this subject. One thing is 
certain: We cannot afford to proceed withthis matter u"-til 
the convention has expressed its opinion. The Committee 
on Resolutions is to be guided by us, and not we by the 
committee. I think if we adjourn until 4 o'clock that will 
be late enough, and then we can arrange the business for 
the Committee on Resolutions. 

The Chairman. The Chair understands the motion to be 
that when the convention adjourn it be to meet at 4 o'clock 
to hear the reports of the Committees on Permanent Or- 
ganization and Credentials. 

Mr. Roots, of Arkansas. Or any other committee that is 
ready to report. 

Mr. Franklin, of Missouri. A great many of us are here 
from a distance, and we would like to expedite business as 
much as possible. I therefore offer an amendment to the 
effect that when we adjourn it be until 3 instead of 4 
o'clock. 

The amendment was lost. 

The question was called for on the original motion, and 
the motion was carried. 

The Chairman. I am requested by the Secretary of this 
Convention to state that the President of the United States 
will receive the members of the convention at the White 
House to-morrow morning at half past 10 o'clock. (Ap- 
plause.) Delegates are requested to meet at the Ebbitt 
House at 10 o'clock, and will proceed from there to the 
White House in a body. 

At this point, 1:45 p. m., the convention adjourned until 
4 p. m. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Washington, D. C, Feb'y Mh, 1884. 

The convention reassembled according to adjournment. 

The Chairman. Before calling for the report of the 
Committee on Credentials, I will recognize Mr. Dravo, of 
Pennsylvania, who wishes to offer a resolution for immediate 
action. 

Mr. Dravo, of Pennsylvania. There are four geDtlemen 
present who represent the Ohio River Commission, a very 
important commission, and one which has contributed much 
to the furtherance of the objects which we have in view. I 
offer a resolution which I will Bend to the secretary, and 
move its adoption. It is a mere act of courtesy which this 
convention cannot well afford to omit. 

The secretary read the resolution as follows: 

Whertiu, The Ohio River Commission, a body of gentlemen appointed 
by the Governors of the several States adjoining the Ohio river, and now 
in session in this city, have appointed the following members of the 
said commission to visit and confer with this body, namely: Ueorge II. 
Thurston, of Peiinsvlvania; Joseph Walton, of Pennsylvania; John 
Kirkpairick. of Ohio. ;iml 0. W. Parsons. ..f West Virginia; therefore 

Resoh-rd, That these, gentlemen be invited to seats in this convention. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The Chairman. The report of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials will now be received. 

The Committee on Credentials, through its chairman, 
Mr. James M. Beakdsley, presented the following report: 

Gentlemen: Your Committee on Credentials find and 
report the following named persons entitled to act as dele- 
gates in this convention: 

Arkansas. 

J. C. Tappan, Chairman, Heleua. 
J. C. Calhohn, Sunnyside, P. 0. Thweat, Helena, 
G. C. Peters, Walnut Bend, Wm. R. Burke, " 
G. W. Sappington, Ark. City, J. B. Driver, Osceola, 
J. N. Sarbeh, Clarksville, J. C. Saunders, Fort Smith. 
N. Straub, Helena, J. B. Luce, " " 

E. N. Hill, 

Louas H. Roots, Cotton Exchange, Little Rock, 

Alabama. 
A. W. MoCulloimh, Huntsville, C. 0. Sheats, Decator. 
Colorado. 
Hon. .Tamer M. Freeman, Greely. 



Gov. N. D. Okdway, Chairman. 



R. F. Pettigrew, Bieniark, 
Albs. Hcghes, " 

P. Donan, Fargo, 

William Thompson, 

D. H. Henry, Chamberlain, 

A. G. Kellam, " 
J. M. Green, " 

B, Caulfield, Deadwood, 
Ales. McKenzie, Bismark, 
Geo. P. Flannbry, 



J. H. King, 
G. C. Moody, 

R. B. Miller, Bismark, 

Elijah Coffin, * 

c. a. lounsbekby, " 
W. F. Steele, 
Frank: Hoskins, 
W. W. Brookings, Sious Falls, 
Judge Lake, Deadwood, 
W. F. Kiter, Yankton, 






E. H. McIntosh, Plankiugtou. 

Florida. 
Gen'l H. S. Sanford, Madison. 

Illinois. 
At Large. 
Geo. E. Adams, Chicago, "Wm. P. Halliday, Cairo, 

T. J. Henderson, Princeton, L. McCracken, Mound City, 
J. W. Allen, Geneaeo, J. W. Singleton, Quincy. 

W, S. Brackett, Peoria, Daniel Hogan, Mound City, 

Wm. W. Berry, Quincy, R. W. Dunham, Chicago, 

Chas. E. Cox, " A. 0. Marshall, Joliet, 

J. M. Beardsley. 



A. M. Wright, 
J. C. Dore, 
L. Z, Leiter, 



Chicago Board of Trade. 



Murry Nelson. 



M. J. Brown, 

G. A. Badusceaty, 

John Wontry, 



Quincy Board of Commerce. 
Edward Wells, H. 8. Brown, 

D. F. Wilcox, J. F. Durant, 

R. Lambert, W. B. Lackworthy, 

F. W. Menke, J. H. Vandenboon, 

W. B. Hawwortb, Otib Turner, 

Wm. Somervilie, Henry Head, 

D. D. Meriam, A. S. Meriam. 

J. B. Carson, S. A Blasland, 

H. A. "Wu son. 
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Wm. Fauk, 
E. Carlis, 

Benjamin Warren, 



Alexander Steel, 
W. S. Knowlton, 
J. J. Parks, 
J. Z. Mott, 
E. W. Hunt, 
Wm. Gray, 
G. W. Henry, 
Basil D. Buford, 
Geo. W. Gray, 

H. G. McPike, 



Metropolis. 

R. W, McCartney. 
W. O. Towle. 

Peoria 

N. E. WORTHINOTON. 

W. 8. Brackett. 

Cairo. 
H. H. Candee, 

Mock Island. 

E. H. Guger, 
T. J. Robinson, 
C. J. Larkin, 
S. J. Collins, 
J. T. Rimers, 
Gustav Stengel, 

F. M. Sinnett, 
Jas. M. Beardsley, 
E. W. Hurst, 

Alton. 

Wm. Armstrong. 



Chas. H. Deere, 
Henry Carse, 
•Eugene Lewis, 

R. W. McClaughney, 




Molirte. 

Morris Rosenfield, 
E. H. Guger, 
E. W. Hurst, 

Joliet. 

J. WlNTERBOTTOM. 

Indian Territory. 
David L- Payne, 

Indiana. 

John Levering, Lafayette, Chairman. 

At Large. 
Allen Tot>olp#, yijacepnes, M. A. Maij^s, Madison, 
M. H. Shww, Geo. BowKh, X#wjve#Qeburg, 

& <J. Howe, Patriot. 

Iowa. 

At Large. 
PA&KSft, IPavenjport, A. W. Swalm, Oskaloosa, 
~ , u J. W. Chapman, Coun. Bluffs, 

j^r, Lansing, G. W. Dodge, u 

Ml, Solomon, John Mahin, Muscatine, 
S. M, Clark, Keokuk. 



u 
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Lansing. 
J. W. Thomas, Lansing. 



G. K. French, 
John Hoyt, 
Chr. Muller, 
Julius Schutt, 
Aug. Reamers, 
J. B. Morgan, 
Benjamin S. Barry, 



Jas. Hagerman, 
c. l. hornaday, 
A. M. Hutchinson, 



Davenport. 

E. S. Carl, 
C. G. Hopwell, 
C. D. Martin, 
J. W. Green, 
L. J. Brown, 
J. M. Eldridge, 
S. A. Jennings, 

Fort Madison. 
Robert M. Carty, 

Keokuk. 

J. H. Cole, 

F. F. Baldwin, 
C. S. Whitney, 

Atlantic. 
F. H. Whitney. 

Burlington. 



Chas. Beardsley, Burlington W. R. H. Alexander, 
C. L. Williams, " Benjamin Boone. 



Iowa. 



Benj. F. Tabor, 
B. M. C. Meigs, 



M. E. Dalinger, 
A. W. Lanahan. 



Kansas. 



At large. 

A. F. Sharp, Ottowa, C. L. Burnham, Topeka, 

H. M. Allen, Leavenworth, T. W. Heatley, Troy, 
Chas. Haydbn, S. N. Wood, 

A. W. Benton, J. B. Oliver, 

W. G. Coffin. 
L. T. Smith, Leavenworth Ward Burlingame. 
A. G. Campbell, " S. F. Neeley, Leavenworth, 

J. A. McGongle, " Walter N. Allen, Troy, 

Dr. John Arthur, WyandotteS* J. Crawford, Topeka. 
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Louisiana. 

E. K Converse, New Orleans, Chairman. 

At Large. 
G. C. Waddell, New Orleans, Emile Rost, St. Charles, 
W. G. Wyley, " 

John Chaffe, 






cc 



A. L. Dire, 
Thomas H. Handy, 

A. G. Brice, 
E. T. Leche, 

B. D. Wood, 
Edward Richardson, 
J. R. G. Pitkin, 

G. L. Norton, 
J. W. Bryant, 
R. F. Gray, 
B. T. Walshe, 
W. J. Smith, 



Jno. McEnery, New Orleans, 
J. L. Brent, Ascension. 

New Orleans. 

J. L. Brent, 
W. F. Tutt, 
S. A. Trufant, 
I. L. Lyons, 
Marshall J. Smith, 
S. L. James, 

E. C. Billings, 

F. F. Converse, 
Richard Sinnott, 
W. P. Ross, 

E. P. Wheelock, 
W. B. Gray. 



Baton Rouge. 
R. Burke, Baton Rouge, L. M. Widrey, Baton Rouge, 

Minnesota. 

E. W. Durant, Stillwater. Chairman. 
PlattB. Walker, Min'apolis, H. C. Wait, St. Cloud, 
John F. Norrish, Hastings, C. F. Rogers, Lake City, 
M. E. Drury, Wabashee, T. K. Simmons, Red Wing. 
D. E. West, I. Mertz, 

W. S. Woodridge, V. Merrick, 

D. B. Searles, St. Cloud, T. B. Skiles, Minneapolis. 
C. W. Johnson, Minneapolis, Ezra Farnsworth, " 

Geo. A. Brackett, St. Paul, 

W. H. H. Johnson, " 

W. F. Davidson, 

A. C. Raner. 

D. Sinclair, 

Chas. Horton, Winona, 

C. H. Porter, 

John Kendall, 

W. D. Rogers, Lake City, 

A. Openheim, 

R. F. McLaren, 

C. H. Berry, Winona, 

S. R. Vansant, 

C. L. Bonner, 



u 



Thomas D.Lowry, 

S. R. Rosser, 

H. E. Newton, St. Paul, 

R. Blakely, " 

W. S. King, Minneapolis, 

Milo White, Chatfield, 

John J. Knox, 

R. F. Crowell, 

David Day, St. Paul, 

W. H. Shelley, 

J. J. Rhodes, Hastings, 

M. D. Flower, 

H. Gillftt, Hastings, 

Wm. F. Phelps, Winona, 



a 
u 



u 



W. D. Wasbpurne, Minneapolis. 
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Mississippi. 

W.F. Fitzgerald, Vicksbufg, A. B> Ptttman, 

E. C. Carroll, " J. F. Baum, Vicksburg, 
John R. Lynch, batches, Green Clay. 

F. C> Morehead, Vicksburg, E. B. Russell, 

J. S. Williams, J. S. Richardson^ 

James F. Stokes, Eugene Matten, 

0. T. Bugg. 

Missouri. 

C. N. Clark, Hannibal, Chairman. 

At large. 
Jno. A. ScuddeA, John G. Prather, 

C. M. Woodward, C. P. EllerBe, 

E. W. Fox, John B. Henderson, 

L. E. Cooley, R. T. Vanhorn. 

Jeff Chandler, M. Mumford, 

W. K Brigs. 



D. R. Francis, 
Geo. H. Rea, 
Michael McEnnis, 
B. D. Lee, 
Henry Hitchcock, 
J. M. Boffinger, 
Nicholas Sohaa«f% 
Lewis R. Tatum, 
Alfred Bevis, 
J. W. Paramore, 
Richard Sylvester* 
J. C. Ewald, 
A. S. Aloe, 
J. H. Weber, 
R. C. Kernes, 
S. W- Cobb, 
Benjamin W. Clark, 
R. D. Wells, 
James Richardson, 
A. C. Reynolds, 
J. W. Mitchell, 
J. B. Roberts, 
W. H. Buss, 
John R. Reavis, 



67. Louis. 
Merchants Exchange. 

J. J. LlNDLEY, 

D. P. Roland, 
C. C. Carroll, 
M. C. Humphrey^ 
A. T k Ha&lqw, 
C. M. Wb&cnet^ 
Hanson Rabin, 
John H. Douglass, 

E. 0. Stanard, 
Geo. L. Wright-* 
Geo. A. Cartleman^ 
H. C. Haarstick, 
Jerome Hill, 
W. L. Hube, 
E. W. Gould, 
W. D. Anderson, 
Geo. H. Shields, 
Martin Collins, 
J. R. Christian, 
Chas. E. Whitman, 
L. E. Cooley, 
W. B. Catchings, 
Robert B. Brown, 
L f J. Howard, 

J, F. Imbs, 
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John H. Garth, 
W. F. Chamberlain, 
John L. Eo Bards, 



Hannibal, Mo. 

C. E. Hayward, 

J. S. Larsey, Paris, Mo. 

J. W. Mountjoy " " 



Cotton Exchange, St. Louis. 
Thos. H. West, J. C. Goldman, 



Jas. H. Waugh, 



C. M. Donaldson. 

Columbia Mo. 

Prof. T. J. Lowery, 
W. P. Coleman. 

St. Genevieve, Mo. 
¥m. F. Cox. 

Huntsville Mo. 

¥m. W. Lowry. 



Marshall Mo. 

E. E. Wall, F. Kerr. 

H. J. Dial, Charleton Mo. J. J. Russell, 

Gov. T. T. Crittenden Jefferson City, Mo. 

James F. Brooks, Dunklin Co. Mo. 

Harry B. Wright 



u 



u 



W. H. Miller* 
T. B. Bullene, 
Lyman McCarty, 
E. H. Hunt, 
W. G. Burton, 
W. L. Allen, 
D. M. Dulaney, 
J. E. Catlitt, 



Kansas City, Mo. 

W. G. Burton, 
F. B. Nofsinger, 

H. M. KlRKPATRICK, 

E. O. Smith, 
W. Withers, 
Wm. Warner, 
George Taylor 
J. S. Dor6ey. 

Montana. 



Alexander C Botkin, Helena, Chairman. 

Hugh McQuade, Helena, S. Genzberger, Fort Benton, 

A. B. Hamilton, Chouteau, Bobt. S. Hale, Helena, 

A. S. Walker, Eussell B. Harrison, Helena. 

New York. 
B. S. Osbon, National Board of Steam Navigation. 
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Nebraska. 

Champion S. Chase, Omaha, Charles Thompson, Ashland, 

Edward Rosewater, " S. L. Chapman, Plattsmouth, 

J. W. Dolan, Indianola, Frank T. Ransom, Neb, City, 

J. W. Johnson, Plattsmouth, J. M. Patterson, Plattsmoutn, 

Frank Corruth, " George S. Smith, " 

H. M. Bushnell, " Frank E. White, " 

A. H. Connor, Kearney, J. Jenson, Geneo, 

M. B. C. True, M. K. Turner, Crite, 

C. C. Chapin, Riverton, W. W. Morrison, Beatrice, 
W. N. Bruce, Beatrice, Hon. James Laid, M. C. 

Pennsylvania. 

Geo. H. Anderson, Pittsburg, S. L. McHenry, Pittsburg, 
J. G. Liebeneck, u John H. Wood, " 

S. S. Brown, " John F. Dravo, " 

R. C. Gray, " Andrew Carnagie, " 

D. J. Morrell, Johnstown, Arthur Kirk, " 
James P. Burn, Pittsburg, Felix R. Brunot, Verona, 
John Birmingham, Mylor, A. T. Porteus, Pittsburg, 
John Dubois, Pittsburg, A. Cook, Cooksburg, 
William H. Smith, Pittsburg, J. B. Reynolds, Oil City. 
S. W. Calvin, " C. F. Fuller, Pittsburg, 
H. Kimble, Clarion, N. S. Ayres, " 
Andrew Sands, Pittsburg, F. B. Carrin, " 

F. M. Brinton, Pittsbugh. 

Tennessee. 

Tomilson Fort, Chattanooga, Chairman. 
Holmes Cummings, Memphis, James Lee, Jr., Memphis, 
C. W. Charlton, Athens, Lewis B. Brooks, Jackson, 
J. D. Randall, Memphis, E. S. Jones, Nashville, 
G. P. M. Turner, " A. S. Colyar, " 

Columbus Powell, Kirksville, Rolfe S. Saunders, Nashville, 
Samuel P. Ivins, Jr., Athens, J. S. Harris, Columbia, 

A. J. Coldwell, Nashville. 

Wisconsin. 

O. H. Ingram, Ean Claire, Chairman. 
T. C. Pound, Chippewa Fall, Angus Smith, Milwaukee, 

E. Mariner, Milwaukee R. J. McBride, Wellsville, 
A. L. Smith, Appleton, B. J. Stevens, Madison, 
David Austin, Lacrosse, D. A. MacDonald, Lacrosse, 
James McCord, " John Paul, " 
Ellis B. Usher, A. Hershheimer, 

C. W. Dunham, Appleton, William Wilson, Menominer. 






West Virginia. 
Thomas Sweeney, "Wheeling, Chairman. 
Lewis Baker, "Wheeling, Alex. Campbell, Bethany, 
Q. W. Thompson, Parkersburg, John McClure, Wheeling. 

On motion, the convention accepted the report of the 
committee without having it read. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, you have accepted the report 
of the committee. Shall it now be adopted ? 

Mr. Chase, of Nebraska. It seems to me that the secre- 
tary of that committee, who is perfectly familiar with the 
report, could read it readily. It would be satisfactory to 
this convention to hear it read. "We have time enough to 
do this business properly, and we should do it properly if 
we have to stay here until next fall. 

A Delegate. I would like to know upon what basis the 
representation is. There has been no statement. I would 
like to have that information before I vote for accepting 
the report. 

The Chairman. The convention by a large vote decided 
to accept the report without having it read. The motion 
now is to adopt the report. 

The question was then put and the report was adopted. 

Mr. Sbarle, of Minn. Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
Secretary read the names of the delegates to this conven- 
tion, so that we may know who are delegates. I do not 
know whether I am a delegal e or not until I hear the report 
read. All I wish is the names. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. Waite, of Minn. I move that the Secretary read tlia 
names of the delegates from the State of Minnesota. I 
do not know whether I am a member of this convention 
or not. 

Mr. Levering, of Indiana. I was also about to urge that 
the list of delegates from Indiana be read, but I understand 
that the delegation is complete, and thai is enough for me. 

Mr. Waite, of Minn. I claim that every man on this 
floor has a right to know whether he is a delegate or not, 
and he has a right to know whether others are delegates 
or not. 

The Chairman. The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
Waite) desires to have the names of the Minnesota delega- 
tion read. If there is no objection the Secretary will read 
them. 

The Secretary read the names of the Minnesota dele- 
gates. 



lit appointed by Hie (ioveri)oi\ From tlie commercial bodies, five 
dtltgates for f neti one bandied nitnibers. puid foodies to be entitled to 

:it li';i!>l tlvr iji'li'ttjin's. Fniin t-urli cnrjiornti' thy where no exehmig* 
exists, three delegates to be appointed !>y the Mayor." 

Mr. Fort, of Tennessee, I move that the action of ih< 

convention in adopting the report ot* the Committet 
Credentials be reconsidered, for the reason that we havi 
made a report without designating, in many instances, frorc 
what corporate body or from what city delegates have heti 
appointed. Under the action of the convention our repoi 
does not give yon the information called for. When 
made thy report we did not know that that information v 
necessary. 

Mr. Tinholph, of Indiana. It was distinctly stated in th 
session of the Committee on Credentials, that every membei 
in handing iu the list of Mb delegates, should state not only 
the names of the delegates, hut the organizations they rep- 
resented. For my State I complied with that request, and 
many others have complied with it. Therefore I suggest to 
my friend that he ask leave on behalf of the committee t 
make a supplemental report, and let the husiuessof the c 
vention stand as it is now. That will accomplish ihe pur- 
pose, and enable those members of the committee who havi 
failed to report what organizations their delegates represent 
to do so hereafter. 

Mr. Fort. I accept the suggestion. I do not wish to 
obstruct the business of the convention at all. I know some 
of the reports- — not that from Tennessee— do not show ex- 
actly what is called for by the action of the convention. If 
the convention will call upon us to make an additional re- 
port, T think it would be advisable for the Chairman of the 
Committee on Credentials to call us together after adjourn- 
ment, and to-morrow morning we can furnish the informa- 
tion desired. 

A Delegate. I propose that the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials be instructed to annex to his report 
the name of the body which each delegate represents.. That 
can be done without delaying the business of the conven- 
tion, and the list can be made up at his convenience. 

Mr. Cox, of Illinois. I think the gentlemen are assum- 
ing that the report of the Committee on Credentials is not 
correct. I think it is best to assume that the report, is cor- 
rect unti! the reading of the minutes to-morrow morning, 
when if any corrections are necessary, it will be the proper 
time to make them. 

Mr. Beardsley, of Illinois. (Chairman of the Committee 
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a Credentials.) We sought to have sufficient time allowed 
ne so thut we might make out an intelligent and readable 
report. We found that the convention was in very much 
of a hurry; that they wanteil to transact the business right 
off, and that they wanted ua to report in an hour. Some 
thought we could report in fifteen minutes. But when we 
came to go into the committee room and found the mass of 
papers that was there and the confusion resulting, we found 
it impossible to make the report required by the call issued 
by your Executive Committee in time for this meeting. We 
could not have done it before to-morrow morning. I will 
state, asthe Chairman of the Committee, (and I think the 
members of the committee will bear me out) that where 
there were large delegations it was impossible to make such 
a report as is suggested. But the committee believe that 
the men in charge of their delegations, and the men who 
are here in the interests of this great project, are honest 
men, and when they told the committee what were the 
names of the delegates, the committee believed that they 
apoke the truth, and the committee accepted their state- 
ments as correct. I know from my own State the bodies 
which tile delegates represent are not mentioned. I did not 
ask about that. Every man that comes here, comes with 
the reputation of an hoin-st man, and his [iresence shows 
his interest in the work. We have made our report. It 
was the best we could make in so short a time. It has been 
approved. If you desire the committee to go into the mat- 
ter again, give us more time and we will go back, inform 
you where each man comes from, and giveyou the pedigree 
of each man. [Laughter.] 

The Chairman. The question is on the motion that in- 
structions be given to the chairman of the committee to 
amend the report of the committee so that it shall show by 
what authority each delegate is here. 

The motion was lost, 

Mr. Allen, of Kansas. I move that the Chair call for 
the report of the Committee on Permanent Organization. 

Mr, Dore. Will the gentleman allow me to say a word 
before he puts his motion ? 

Mr. Allen. Yes. 

Mr. Dore. I wish to say that I presume it is desirable 
that all the delegations should be full, to the end that tho 
representation may be complete and equal all over. There- 
fore I was about to move, and will move, with the gentle- 
man's permission, that where the delegation are not full 
those present shall be allowed to make them full. [Great 
laughter.] 



Mr. Allen. I will say to the gentleman from Illinois 
that I am from h prohibition State. I insist on renewing 
my motion. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Dore. 1 had not finished the statement I whs making. 
I was also going to suggest that in order to simplify busi- 
ness when we come to vote, the chairman of each delega- 
tion shall he allowed to cast the vote of" his delegation, 

Mr. Allen. There was a committee appointed on Order 
of Business, and nearly all of the matter that we have been 
discussing has been under consideration there. 

The Chairman. The report of the Committee on Per- 
manent Organization will now be in order if the committee 
is prepared to i eport. 

A Delegate, from Nebraska. Is wvery State and Terri- 
tory in this Union entitle*] to representatives on this floor? 

The Chairman. That is a matter of construction of the 
call. I judged by reading; it over this morning that a dele- 
gate from any States presenting himself here in good faith 
should be admitted under the terms of the tall. But I 
will state that only the States that are supposed to be sub- 
stantially interested in the great valley of the Mississippi 
are actually represented. 

Mr. Roots, of Arkansas. While we are waiting for the 
report of the Committee on Permanent Organization I will 
say a word. We have received inspiration, Mr. Chairman, 
from your eloquent words. This convention was called to 
urge a movement which the wisest statesmen for the last 
thirty years have been the most active in promoting. There- 
fore, when we remember that at the convention in 1845 no 
less a distinguished statesman presided over its delibera- 
tions than John 0. Calhoun, of South Carolina; when we 
remember that in the convention of 1847 Abraham Lincoln, 
of Illinois, Horace Greeley and David Dudley Field, of 
New "York, Thompson Butler King, of Georgia, and other 
such men took an active and earnest part; when we re- 
member that the time has arrived when every man in the 
laud who has sufficient intelligence to know that the per- 
fection of an arterial system of circu/ation extending to 
the remotest member of this corporeal body is vitally ne- 
cessary, when we remember that every man with that in- 
telligence from the ice fieLds of Alaska to the orange tields 
of Florida is equally interested in this question we will let 
no local prejudices, no desire to compliment any man, con- 
trol our action. [Applause.] 

The Chairman. The report of the Committee on Perma- 
nent Organization will now be read. 



Mr. Searle, of Minnesota. Mr. Chairman. I move that 
the report be adopted without reading. It is of no more 
importance for us to know the names of our officers than 
for na to know the names of our delegates. 

The Chairman. The gentleman is out of order. The 
Committee on Permanent Organization has the floor. 

The Committee on Permanent Organization, through its 
chairman, Mr. Logan II. Roots, presented the following re- 
port : 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Convention: Your 
Committee on Permanent Organization, impressed with the 
importance of properly officering a convention upon such_a 
momentous work have given the subject the benefit of care- 
ful consideration and a free interchange of views, and as a 
result there©*' present the following nominations bearing 
the unanimous recomtnendatio'i of the committee: 

For President, E. 0. St an ah d, of Missouri. (Applause.) 

For Vice-Presidents, Hon. C. C. Sheats, Alabama; Col. 
John C. Calhoun, Arkansas; H. G. McPike, Illinois; M. A. 
Marks, Indiana; Gen. G. M. Dodue, Iowa; A. T. Sharp, 
Kansas; George C. Waddill, Louisiana; 11. C. Waite, Miu- 
nessota; John R. Lynch, Mississippi; lion. R. T, VanHorn, 
Missouri; Hon. Frank Ransome, .Nebraska; Hon. George II. 
Anderson, Pennsylvania; Col. A. S. Coylek, Tennessee; 
Capt. John McClcre, West Virginia; "William Wilson, 
Wisconsin; James M. Freeman, Colorado; John H. King, 
Dakota. 

For Secretary, George L, Wright, of St. Louis. (Ap- 
plause. ) 

For Assistant-Secretaries, Jons W. Bryant, of New Or- 
leans, La.; D. F. Wilcox, of Quincy, III.; S. L. MoHenry, 
of Pittsburgh, Pa.; C. A. Lounsberry, of Bismarck, Dakota. 

On motion, the report of the Committee on Permanent 
Organization was accepted and adopted by the convention. 

■ The Chai.hmax. I will appoint Col. Edward Richardson, 
of New Orleans, La., and Governor Pound, of Wisconsin, to 
conduct the President to the Chair. 
Hon. E, 0, Stanard, of Missouri, President-elect, was 
conducted to the Chair by the gentlemen appointed for the 
purpose, and was received with applause. 

The President. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the 
convention: I desire to thank you for all this honor 
implies, as well to the State of Missouri and the City of 
Si. Louis, as to myself. Since I have been notified as to 
what the report of the Committee on Permanent Organiza- 
tion was to be, and of the probable action of this conven- 



tion, I have not had time to make written preparations tor 
a speech. Hence anv remarks I make will he inspired 
largely by the occasion, and will be of an extemporaneous 
character. Sonic of them may not be in accord with the 
view* even of some of my own delegation. I am willing to 
take the responsibility concerning the remarks I shall make 
on this occasion. My views may not agree with those of 
many of you. It would be strange if we were all of the 
same opinion. I expect to say something of my views as 
what this convention should do, and as to what the Ooi 
gress of the United States should do relative to the ii 
provement of the water-ways of the country. 

I am exceedingly glad to meet so many business men of 
the country, and more especially of the Mississippi valley. 

We are not here in the interests of the democratic party 
or of the republican party. We arc all democrats and all 
republicans upon this occasion. (Applause.) We have 
doubtless a grout variety of views upon the political issues 
of the day. I shall not speak to you, and yon are not to 
consider as to whether we are to have a horizontal tariff, 
a gradual reduction in the tariff of the country, or a wiping 
out of tariff duties. We are not here to consider 
whether the merchants and manufacturers of this country 
shall buy where they can buy the cheapest and sell where 
they can get the most money. These are subjects about 
which there is a great variety of opinion. We come here, 
I believe, with one united voice in favor of the improvement 
of the water-ways of this country, in favor of cheap and 
additional transportation for the great and increasing wants 
of our country. 

We are here from the Falls of St. Anthonj, (nay, from far 
beyond, because I see mydistinguished and stalwart friends 
from the Dakotas here also, (applause! a land the only ob- 
jection I have to, is that there is sleighing there eight 
months in the year) (laughter) to the Gulf of Mexico, the 
land of Orange-blossoms and perpetual sunshine. I see 
delegates here also from Colorado, all here not to buttonhole 
Congressmen, not to implore Congress personally to do this 
or do that, but to express our sentiments, as I said before, 
in favor of cheap, adequate, additional transportation. 
{Applause.) I believe these are the sentiments of this 
convention. And not only of this convention, but of the 
entire country, at least west of the Alleghany Mountains. 

I believe these great national wattr-ways should be made 
what Providence intended they should be, the means of 
transportation for the produetsof the great we3t. I believe 
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that we are not only interested in this measure, lint that 
all the east is also interested. We must not forget that 
while we hope for additional prices for the farmers and of 
the manufacturing establishments of the west, the consumer 
in the east as well as the manufactures is to have his 
share of the reduction in transportation rates. It in a mat- 
ter of common interest to the producer and the consumer 
that we should have cheap freights; as much to tbe con- 
sumer as to the producer. w 

The observations of the past century show that we have 
doubled our population three times. If we increase in the 
Same ratio this country will have 110,000,000 people in 1910. 
Think of this ! Look at the increase of production and the 
demand for additional transportation in the last fifty years, 
in the last twenty years. What will it be in the next thirty 
years? It may be said that the railroads are afford in;; ample 
facilities for tbe carrying of the produetsof the country and 

I the return of the necessities of the agriculturists and manu- 
factures. This may be true. "Whether the facilities will 
increase rapidly enough to give the additional transportation 
facilities is a subject well worthy of your consideration. 
It is a subject worthy of consideration for us and for 
those who have control of national affairs, whether it is 
not best that we should have water-ways free for every 
man to run his boat aud where no corporation should own 
the track, so that we may be sore, even if the railroad 
facilities should he doubled or quadrupled, that they will 
not pool their issues and charge an even rate to shippers. 
[Applause.] No matter whether there are sufficient rail- 
road facilities to carry all the freight or not, nobody knows 
better than you business men do that the lakes of the 
northwest and the rivers of this country serve as a great 
balance and check upon exorbitant railroad freights. [Ap- 
plause.) The State of NewYork early took this mat- 
ter of water transportation into consideration. From some 
figures I have here I will tell you what the State of 
New York has expended for canals.. The Erie canal has 
cost that State £49,591,852.61. All other canals in the 
State cost in round numbers §79,000, U00. The Dominion of 
Canada, just across our borders, has expended §4- r >,115,C49 
on the Welland canal an da few of its branches. 

If the State of New York aud the Dominion of Canada are 
able to expend these vast amounts of money thereby showing 
their appreciation of water transportation, how much more 
readily should this great nation of ours expend whatever 
may be necessary for the improvement of the Mississippi 



river, which runs from the regions of the far north to the 
Gulf of Mexico, and benefits directly thirty million people, 
I may say fifty-seven million people of this United States; 
a land than which there is none so grand, so beautiful, so 
rich and so prosperous, or with such a future as we have 
before us, and none that will require such facilities for trans- 
portation. 

England understand* the advantages of water transporta- 
tion and of giving adequate facilities to her marine interests. 
She lias spent over seven million pounds for the docks at 
Liverpool, and half as much or more at Loudon. She is 
pushing her enterprises into India and into Australia. 

Railroads and canals are being built in those countries 
by Great Britain. India has produced in the past year 270,- 
000.000 bushels of wheat. She has txported "to Great 
Britain more than 40,000,000 bushels. 

These industries and this enterprise, is bound to give that 
country on account of the cheapness of labor which is only 
about 10 to 11 cents perday. and the facilities which they 
furnish, bread cheaper than America can give it to them, 
unless we organize for cheaper transportation than now 
exists. [Applause.] Look at it for a moment. One buu- 
drcd million bushels of wheat raised in the United States 
in 1883, less than in 1882. and the price cheaper for all 
that to the farmer than in 1882. Why? Because Great 
Britain, and the food consuming people, arc getting their sup- 
ply from a country that they are interested in, and doing all 
they can to improve. We can get cheaper freights for our 
products that we have for export, cheaper freights for what 
we desire to import, and to give to our people in ex- 
change for what they ship, in no way so well as by the im- 
provement of the water-ways of this country. [Applause.] 

But I can only touch upon this subject briefly, as I must 
pass along. I want to say something now as to how, aud by 
what insttumcntalitiea we shall get some of these cheaper 
freighting facilities. Previous to 1879 the appropriations for 
the rivers were made in a very careless way, and the people of 
the northwest, of the west, and especially of the cast, in fact 
conservative and thoughtful men everywhere, said that 
there ought to be a change, that wc ousrht to have some sort 
of intelligent and systematic recommendation and survey, 
and some definite information to give to Congress as to how 
rivers should be improved to the end that money should not 
be wasted. Hence, in 1879, there was a river commission 
appointed. Something over six million dollars has been 
put by the Congress of the United States at the diej ' 



33 

of the River Commission from first to la9t. This River Com- 
mission, as you know, consists of seven members, three 
from the Engineer Corps, one from the Coast Survey, and 
three from civil life, two of whom shall be civil engineers. 
They in due time started upon their work. There has been 
adverse criticism as to what they have done. Congress has 
sent out committees two or three times to examine their 
work and report. I want to read you a few extracts from 
the report of the last committee that examined the work 
of the engineers upon the lower Mississippi river, because 
I believe — I know not what others may believe — that the 
only way to secure the adequate improvement of the Mis- 
sissippi river and its navigable tributaries is through the 
commission. [Applause.] As their report may not have 
been read by you, although I hope it will be read by every 
member of this convention and the constituents of every 
member. I want to read two or three extracts as to what 
they say. This last committee was raised in February, 
1883. It consisted of five members of the Senate, Messrs. 
Logan, Sawyer, Jonas, Jones and Walker. Last fall they 
went down the river, starting at Rock Island, on a Govern- 
ment transport, stopping at all the chief cities and important 
landings, taking testimony from pilots, from steamboat 
men, from planters, from merchants, from anybody who was' 
informed on the subject, who would come aboard and give 
testimony, and their testimony is all printed in their report. 
The report was laid before the Senate and ordered to be 
printed on the 15th of last month. It is Senate Executive 
Document No. 36. I will read a few extracts as to what 
the Senate Committee believe relative to the efficiency of 
the commission and the result attained. 

After hearing what the engineers had said, the report 
states: 

This testimony would seem to be amply sustained and corroborated 
by that of the rivermen and river residents whose interests are involved 
in good navigation. With scarcely a dissenting voice, these citizens 
united in bearing witness to the value and importance of the work 
already done by the Government engineers, to its cheapness and prac- 
ticability, and to the large benefits that have accrued and will continue 
to accrue to the commerce of the great west by its further prosecution. 
The present success of the system in use is urged as the best reason why 
there should be no cessation of the work. * * * * Without going 
to the extent of, or endorsing all the opinions of the citizens who live . 
upon the banks of the upper Mississippi, or of the rivermen whose capi- 
tal is interested in the numerous craft engaged in navigating the stream, 
your committee are persuaded that if the work of improvement is worth 
doing at all it is worth doing well, and that to secure thoroughness* 
permanency, and economy in its prosecution, a uniform system should 
be adopted and adhered to. 
5 
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I will now read to you what they say relative to the work 
of the commission on three of the most important bare 
where the greatest difficulty of navigation has been experi- 
enced in the past. 

At Horsetail the hurdles were over large areas, completely -buried in 
the soil caught from the river, and the ground was covered with a flour- 
ishing growth of young willows. * * The channel is now direct and 
wide, with a least depth of eight and a-half feet at low water, whereas 
it formerly was narrow and tortuous, with a depth of but three and 
a-half feet and not navigable at all at night. It is reported to have been 
the worst place on the Mississippi river below bt. Louis, while now it 
is claimed there is no difficulty found in navigating it with the largest 
tows at all hours. 

I will now pass to what they say of Plum Point and Lake 
Providence Eeach. At Plum Point they state that where 
there used to be but four or five feet of water at low water 
there is now ten and twelve feet. With regard to Provi- 
dence Reach they say: 

The local effect of all the work on the Providence Beach is very ap- 
parent, and the general result is that during the past low water season 
the channel has not been less than sixteen feet deep throughout the 
reach, or would have been less than ten and a half feet had the river 
suddenly fallen to the lowest point ever known at Providence. 

This was a point which boats could not pass during low 
water at night. Now they have ample water for the largest 
craft when the stream is low. 

I want to read to you next what they say about the 
Jetties. You will remember that by the Act of Congress of 
1878, which amended the Act of 1875, it was provided that 
the channel should be two hundred feet wide and twenty- 
six feet deep, and thirty feet deep in the center. These 
were the provisions of the bill under which the work was 
done. I read: 

The depths thus far required have been maintained except for about 
seventy days in all, since July 8, 1879. There has been no deficiency 
since September, 1882, as your committee were informed by the Gov- 
ernment Inspecting officer, whose duty is to report all deficiencies in 
his quarter-annual certificates, defining the locality and length of time 
during which they exist. * * While your committee were in the 
vicinity of the Jetties, three large steamers passed out bound for 
foreign ports, all heavily laden. One of them carried the heaviest load 
of cotton that it is believed was ever sent to sea at one time. Her cargo 
consisted of 10,500 bales of cotton and other freight equal in bulk to 
3,000 bales more. 

So much for the Jetties, and so much for what the com- 
mittee, who sign their own names to the report, have to 
say as to the condition of the water at the Jetties. I think 
this much of the report of sufficient importance to be read 
aud considered, because it is late and fresh, and is the offi- 
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cial report of five senators to the Senate of the United 
States and regret that I have not time to read more. 

The committee also make a recommendation that the 
money which the commission ask for each year for the con^ 
tinuation of these important works shall be appropriated. 

I have already occupied your time longer than I expected 
to. I have said in as brief a way as I could what I 
wanted to say upon these subjects. I would like to say 
more if I had time, but I am going to admonish you that 
if you do not make short speeches you will not get through 
in three or four days, and I desire to some extent to set you 
an example. (Laughter.^ Before I sit down I will say a 
word further. While I have beeu speaking of the Mississ- 
ippi river especially, and of the work of the commission, I 
expect very soon that this commission will be asking appro- 
priations for the tributaries. I know that the foundation 
of a house must be built before the roof is put on. I am 
satisfied that the Government of the United States will 
hardly spend money enough in any one year to begin and 
prosecute these works for all these water-ways. There is a 
necessity for the exercise of the grace of patience in the 
matter. But I believe that we have started in a sure way, 
and that patience and perseverance and as large appropria- 
tions as we can get, and we have reasonable assurances they 
will be ample, will ultimately enable us to complete our 
work, not only upon the Mississippi river, but upon its navi- 
gable tributaries. And while I would not recommend general 
appropriation for rivers that are not navigable, and never 
will be, I will say for myself with the most deliberate con- 
viction that I believe the time is coming, nay is near, when 
the Government should take into consideration not only 
improved water-ways to the south, but should take into con- 
sideration the construction of a continuous water-way from 
the navigable waters of the upper Mississippi river through 
to the lakes thereby giving continuous water communica- 
tion to the sea board. (Great applause ) 

Gentlemen, I thank you for your attention and again for 
the honor which you have conferred upon me, and state tQ 
you that we are now ready to proceed with the regular busi- 
ness of the convention. (Applause.) 

Mr. Brackbtt, of Illinois. Mr. President, as we are about 
to part with the gentleman who has so ably presided over 
this convention prior to your selection, I move that the 
thanks of this convention be accorded to Gov. Washburne 
for the impartial manner in which he has acted as our tem- 
porary chairman. 



The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Roots, of Arkansas. The iueruhersof the various dele- 
gations have selected chairmen, and I suggest, as was done 
at St. Louie, that the Dames of the respective chairmen of 
delegations be sent up to the Secretary to appear in the 
printed proceedings. 

The President. There are many delegates here whom 
the Chair has not the pleasnre of knowing. If gentlemen 
will suggest their names as they rise to their feet it will 
facilitate the business of the convention, and enable the 
stenographer to prepare the record properly. 

Mr. Halliday, of Illinois. I move that the Committee 
on Rules and Order of Business now report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Committee on Rules and Order of Business, through 
its Chairman. Mr, Edward S. Jones, presented the following 
report : 

To the President and Delegates of the Mississippi Kiver 
Improvement Convention: 

Gentlemen: The Committee on Rules and Order of Bns- 
iness respectfully report and recommend the following pro- 
gramme for the action of the convention and ruleB for its 
government: 

1st. Prayer. 

2nd. Permanent organization. 

3rd. Reception of communications to the convention. 

4th. Reception of resolutions to be referred to the Com- 
mitte on Resolutions without debate. 

5th. The parliamentary rules of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States shall govern the convention. 

6th. Speeches limited to ten minutes unless extended by 
the convention. 

7th. The following shall be the system of voting in this 
convention. Each State represented in this convention 
ten votes; each Territory five votes; and in addition, each 
Board of Trade, Exchange or other commercial body or 
municipal corporation one vote for every delegate accred- 
ited therefrom and present upon the floor of tins body. 
J. J. Russell, Secretary. Edward S. Jones, Chain 
W. P. Halliday, Illinois. J. W. Thompson, Iowa. 
Walter X. Allen, Kansas. A. G. Brice, Louisiana. 



Wm. F. Phelps, Minn. 
C. Thompson, Nebraska. 
P. 0. Thweatt, Arkansj: 



_ 



"W. F. Fitzgerald, Miss, 

8. W. Calvin, Pennsylvania. 

R.J. McBride, Wisconsin. 



R. W. Thompson, W. Va. 
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On motion, the above report was accepted and adopted. 

The President. I wilt announce that the President of 
the United Stales haa extended an invitation to us to call 
upon him to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Fort, of Tennessee. I move that the invitation of 
the President of the United States be accepted, and that 
we attend in a body. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Woodward, of Missouri. I would like to ask if the 
report of the Committee on Rules has been adopted? 

The President. It has. 

Mr. Woodward, I understood the Chair to suy it was 
received and accepted. 

The President. It was adopted. 

Mr. Woodward. I wish to move an amendment. Is it 
possible to make any change? 

The President. Only by reconsideration. 

Mr. Woodward. The reason I desire the change is be- 
cause as the matter stands we have ruled out completely 
quite a number of State delegates who are present, who 
have received commissions from the Governors of the 
States they represent. Their individuality is completely 
gone. 

The President. Not at all. Bach State has ten votes. 

Mr. Woodward. They might as well have stayed at 
home and let one man represent the State. 

The President. The Chair understands that that matter 
is settled — unless there is a motion for reconsideration. 

Mr. Woodward. I do not wish to make any trouble about 
the matter, but I understand that one representative has as 
much voice as ten according to the rule adopted. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Missouri. I do not understand that it 
follows that any representative is ruled out. I understand 
the rule to provide that each State shall be entitled to ten 
votes as such, nor do I see any other result. 

The President. The Chair understands the matter to 
be settled. Discussion is out of order unless a motion is 
made to reconsider. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Is it necessary to reconsider? 

Many Delegates. No, no. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I should like to have the rule read again 
that we may see exactly what it ia. It seems to me it is 
perhaps deficient in not fully providing the manner in which 
that vote shall be cast. That is all. The only question is 

I how the vote is to be east. 
The President. By the Chairman. 
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Mr. Campbell, of West Virginia. Will the Chaii 
kind enough to state to the convention, at what point 
convention will meet to go to the President's. 

The President. I am informed that it is desirable 
we meet at the Kbbitt House, at ten o'clock, and proceed 
immediately from there. The President will receive us at 
half past ten, or as soon as we arrive. 

Mr. Woodward. I move a reconsideration of the vote 
just taken, upon the adoption of the rules. I think I can 
make it perfectly clear that the point I make is agood one. 

A Delegate. I ask if the gentleman voted in the affirm- 
ative on the adoption of the rule? 

Mr. Woodward. I did. 

The motion to recotisider was duly seconded, 

The President. It is moved and seconded that the v< 
by which we adopted the report of the Committee on Rules 
and Order of Business be reconsidered. Are you ready for 
the question? 

A Delegate, from Louisiana. I move to lay the moi 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. IIeatley, of Kansas, I desire for my information 
have the rules as to the manner of voting read again. I 
think it is deficient in not stating the manner in which the 
vote should be cast 

The President. The Secretary will read the rule. 

The Secretary read the rule as follows: 

The following sIulII hi- I In.; system of votingtu this convention: Each 
State represented in this convention ten votes, each 'I errltory five 
votes; and in addition, each Board of Trade, Exchange, or other com- 
mercial body or municipal corporation, one vote for every delegate 
accredited therefrom, and present upon [he door of this body. 

A Delegate. What does that mean? Can there be 
voting by proxy? 

The President. No sir. If there are ten delegates ap- 
pointed by the Governor and only one is here, he can vote 
ten. All the accredited members here in addition to the 
State Representatives can vote for themselves, and nobody 
else. They cannot vote by proxy for some delegate ap- 
pointed by a Board of Trade who may not have come. 

Mr. Brackets, of Illinois. I desire to move that the press 
of this city be requested to publish in extense, the rulesthat 
have been adopted by this Convention. 

The President. With great respect for the gentleman 
who has just made the motion, I will say that I have ob- 
served that the press are usually disposed to publish some 
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things that we do not wish published, rather than things 
which we request them to publish. I am afraid the motion 
would not facilitate matters. 

Mr. Pound, of Wisconsin. I desire to ask if it is in order 
at this time to offer resolutions for reference to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 

The President. It is. 

Mr. Pound. I submit a resolution, and ask its reference 
to that committee. 

The Secretary read the resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That the system already inaugurated, and being success- 
fully prosecuted for the improvement of the upper Mississippi river, 
and its navigable tributaries under the direction of the Secretary of 
War, meets with general approval, and it is the judgment, of this Con- 
vention that, such improvements should be continued under the same 
plans, system and jurisdiction. 

( Applause. ) 

The President. The resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions without debate. 

A Delegate, from Kansas. I offer the resolution which 
I send to the Secretary. 

The Secretary read the resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That this Convention request Congress to pass a bill requir- 
ing the following character of work hereafter to obtain in the improve- 
ment of the Mississippi river, namely, that in addition to the grading 
and revetting of the bank the engineer in charge of the work shall be 
authorized and empowered to raise its bank at all points in which re- 
vetting is done above high water mark, and to rip rap the same from 
the top of the revetment to the surface side of the bank so raised. 

The President. The resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Russell, of Iowa, offered the following resolution 
which was read and referred to the Committee oft Resolu- 
tions: 

Whereas, this Convention, representing the broad area of eighteen 
States and Territories, the people of which are intensely interested in a 
cheapened transportation from producer to consumer of all the products 
of the country, whether of the soil, the mine, or the factory, has assem- 
bled at the National Capitol expressly to voice the increasing popular 
desire for the continuous improvement and extensions of the great 
national water-route system of transportation, Therefore, 

Resolved, that the prosecution of the improvement of the water-ways 
of the country ought not to be considered in reference merely to any 
local or sectional interests, however strongly these may appear to be 
supported, but only upon the broad ground of national concern and of 
advantage to the people of the entire Union. 

Resolved, That resting upon these broad principles, as on a foundation 
solid enough and extensive enough to afford common standing ground 
for all the friends of internal improvements, we regard as of vast and 
ever transcendant importance to the constant prosecution of a syste- 
matic work by ihe National Government for the betterment of the 



navigation^ the great highway of commerce which stretches from the 
wheat-fields of northern Minnesota to the orange grows of Louisiana 
and the broad expanse of the Gulf arid the Atlantic. 

Reuolvcl, That an the mighty Mississippi is too majestic and grand 
to derive its swelling floods wholly from within its own hanks, so this 
convention fi'-ely extendi it* concern to whatever tributary or system 
of water-route transportation contributes to the usefulness, extends the 
benefits, or makes more effective the service rendered to the whole 
country in and to that great river; therefore, 

Rttolved, That this convention favors and respectfully appeals to 
Congress to sanction and support by liberal appropriations whatever 
work of Improvement, iiml^i'takeu or proposed, is seen to assuredly 
promise better navigation upon tin- Missouri, the Ohio, the Illinois and 
other rivers actually floating the products of the country to and from 
I he Mississippi. 

Resolved, lhat In the Interests of cheap transportation and to afford 
a choice of water-route* to the si-abnanl,we regard connections between 
the navigable waters of .the uppmr Mississippi and the great lakes as of 
vast importance, and that Congress, in making appropriations, (luring 
Its present session and hereafter, ouglil not to overlook, much less dis- 
regard, the evidently pressing necessity for the establishment and 

maintenance of free waiir <: in million :nni iia.nsin.il at ion between 

the northern part of the great valley of the west and the lake system 
and tide water of the east. 

Tho Prbsihent. The resolution will be referred to th 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Woodward, of Missouri. I submit the followin 
resolution and move its adoption: 

Reno Iverf, That eae h delegate present in this convention, bearing a 
commission signed hy a Suite or Territorial Governor, shall have a 
personal vote in this Convention. 

According to the rule there can he ten such from a Stat 
anil five such from a Territory, If this resolution is adopted 
then the gentlemen who bear such commissions will be on 
equal footing with those whocome from commercial bodies; 
otherwise they will have only a perfunctory voice, and one 
representative will have as many votes as ten. If the 
commercial bodies are represented and vote according to 
their actual presence, why not allow those who hear com- 
missions from States to have a like voice ? 

Mr. Chaffb, of Louisiana. I think (he gentleman is out 
of order. We have already adopted rules for the govern- 
ment of this body. Those rules have been adopted by a 
large majority, and eannot^be changed unless by a recon- 
sideration of the vote. No motion of that nature has been 
made, anil therefore I think the gentleman is out of order. 

The I'ri-:siiihnt. The point of order is well taken and is 
sustained hy the chair. In view of the fact that a motion 
to reconsider the vote on the adoption of the rules has been 
laid on the table, this resolution is out of order. 




Mr. Neely, of Kansas. I submit a resolution, which I 
desire to have read. 

The Secretary read the resolution of follows: 



Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that all amounts he re- 
ader appropriate I by i lonwrvas fur Un>. i niprorument of rivers tributary 
to the Mississippi Ki vr, i-«pi-ciiilly the Missouri River, should be sepa- 
rately designated In all appropriation bills. 

The President. The resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Shields, of Missouri. I desire to make a motion 
which I think will facilitate the business of the convention 
in regard to the resolutions which 1 apprehend a number of 
gentlemen have in their pockets, and tbat is that these reso- 
lutions be handed to the Chairman of the Committee on 
Resolutions, with the names of the persons introducing the 
same, and that they be incorporated in the proceedings of 
the convention as if they bad been read from the floor, the 
object being to facilitate the consideration of the resolutions 
by the Committee on Resolutions. It is proper that every 
body who offers u resolution should have his name ou the 
record with the resolution, hut it is scarcely necessary to 
detain the convention by having all these resolutions read. 
I therefore move that the resolutions be handed to the 
Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions with the name 
of the author endorsed thereupon, and that they appear in 
the records of the convention without being read upon the 
floor or upon the platform. 

Mr. Marshall, of Illinois. It strikes me that the same 
principle upon which the chair decided the motion to 
amend the rules to be out of order will apply in this case. 
Ib not this as much a chauge as the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri ? 

The President. The secretary will read the rule that re- 
lates to this subject. 

The Secretary read the rule as follows: 

4th. Reception of resolution! be referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions without debate. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Missouri. I presume I, with others, 
understand that resolution correctly. It is my understand- 
ing that it sends all the resolutions without being read 
under any circumstances to the Committee on Resolotions. 
Whether that be the intention or not, if that is the effect 
of the resolution, I would move to amend so that the reso- 
lution shall read, that any member of the convention may 
have leave to Bend to the Committee on Resolutions any 

k resolution he desires to submit, without having it read. 
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The President. The chair will decide the point of order 
raised by the gentleman from Illinois. The chair is of the 
opinion that the rule does not sufficiently explain itself. It 
does not say whether resolutions shall be read or not. I 
think it is perfectly proper for Mr. Shields to introduce his 
motion as an interpretation of that rule, and that will be 
the decision of the chair. It is evident that the rule does 
not interpret itself. If the gentlemen are disposed to out 
off the reading of the resolutions let them sustain the mo- 
tion of Mr. Shields. If they are desirous that the resolu- 
tions shall all be read from the platform, let them vote it 
down . 

Mr. Adams, of Illinois. I think that every member of 
this convention is interested in knowing what resolutions 
the Committee on Resolutions is at work upon. [Applause.] 
Mr. President, I will not occupy further the time of this 
convention. I have made my point clear. The only ob- 
ject of this motion is to save the time of the convention, 
and it is sometimes an extravagance to save time. The 
most economical thing that we can do is to have every reso- 
lution that comes here read from the platform before it 
goes to the Committee on Resolutions. [ApplauseJ 

A Delegate. With great respect to the chair I would 
say that I was a member of the Committee on Order of 
Business, and that we understood that resolutions were tirst 
to be read and accepted by the convention. That was our 
intention. 

The President. The rule does not sufficiently explain 
itself, and the conventioo has the right to say by a vote 
whether the resolutions shall or shall not be read. Hence 
the motion of the gentleman from Missouri is in order. 

Mr. Osborn, of New York. I wish to inquire if the 
motion is before the house? 

The President. It is. 

Mr. Osbobn. I come from my State by special invitation. 
I am determined that the Empire State as it is called, of 
this country shall be heard in unison on any action taken 
by the West to improve the highways of this country. (Ap- 
plause.) I do not care weather it is a river or canal, so 
long as it tends to increase the transportation of this coun- 
try, bo that the freights may he lowered and the people may 
have less to pay for their food. 

The President. The chair knows the gentleman is heart 
and soul in this matter, but it seem to me he is not speak- 
ing to the question. 

Mr. Osborn. I am coming right to the point. What is 
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wanted by this convention is to give the widest scope pos- 
sible to the views of the convention, as expressed by the 
resolutions. If the resolutions are not read here, but are 
simply sent to the committee, much of the benefit that 
would otherwise be receivd from them is lost. (Applause.) 
It is of vital importance that the people on this side of the 
mountains shall know what yoa on the other side want. 
For heaven's sake let us know what the people want. A 
good deal of time has been spent here in trying to get an 
order from this eonventinn which will reach the managing 
editors of newspapers. We have lost all that time. I am 
opposed to the shutting off of the reading of the resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. Turner, of Tennessee. I understand that we have 
adopted the rules that govern the Congress of the United 
States. When a resolution is introduced into Congress it is 
read. Hence there is no necessity for either passing a reso- 
lution to read or not to read. We have got to read the 
resolutions if we follow the rules we have adopted. [Ap- 
plause.] 

Mr. Shields. I will withdraw my motion. 

On motion it was ordered that the thanks of the conven- 
tion be tendered to Mr. D. B. Wood, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, and Mr. George L. Wright, Secre- 
tary, for the work done by them in connection with the in- 
terests now under consideration. 

On motion it was ordered that when the convention ad- 
journ it be to meet at 12 o'clock, noon to-morrow. 

Mr. Brent, of Louisiana. If we are to call on the 
President to-morrow in a body, with our President at our 
head, I think a proper appreciation of the situation requires 
that we should give official expression to oar sentiments, 
and I therefore propose the following resolution: 

That the President of the convention express to the President of the 
United States to-morrow when he receives the convention the high 
appreciation of its member? of the hroiii] ami .statesman like views 
expressed in his two special messages 10 Congress in relation to the 
improvement of the Mississippi River. 

I The resolution was adopted, and the convention, then at 
6 o'clock and 8 minutes p. m., adjourned until to-morrow 
at 12 m. 
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Washington, '. 
ention was called to order at 12.1ft p. i 
The President. The Secretary will read the proceeding: 



Solu- 



of yesterday. 

Mr. Pound, of Wisconsin. I move that the reading of 
the proceedings of yesterday's business be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Allen, of Kansas. 1 move a suspension of the rules 
of the convention and th« adoption of the resolution which 
the Secretary will read. 

The Secretary read the resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That the eergeant-at-arms of this convention be requested 
to display our national flag in and about this hall during the meetings 
of this convention, and especially on the rostrum and about the Presi- 
dent's chair. 

[Applause.] 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. Robinson, of Illinois. I otter the following re: 
tion; 

Resolved, That this Convention invite Senator Logan and the 
bers of the Mississippi River S-nate <.Vnuni;sinn to take part in our 
deliberations and that a committee of two be appointed by the (.'hair 
to ask their attendance. 

I move a suspension of the ruleB and the adoption of the 
resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Pbebident. The Chair will appoint as members of 
that committee, Mr. Robinson, of Illinois, and Mr. Con- 
verse, of Louisiana. 

Mr. Chahleton, of Ten nessee, ottered the following reso- 
lution, which waB read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Resolved, That Congress should make sufficient appropriations for 
the completion of the Muscle Shoals Canal, on the Tennessee River, and 
also to complete the work already commented on the French Broad 
and Tennessee River, above Chattanooga. 

Mr. Brackett, of Illinois, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which waB read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Whereas, The President of the United States, in a special message 
to Congress, has called attention to the urgent necessity of now unit- 
ing the navigable waters of the Mississippi River with those of the 
Great Lakes; 

And whereas, The National Board of Trade and many other represen- 
>claimed the benefits that will surely 
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result to the whole country by carrying out such a work, thereby secur- 
ing forever cheap transportation from the valley of the Mississippi to 
the Atlantic seaboard; 

And whereas. The lust river improvement convention which met in 
St. Louis in 1881, did, by a two-thirds vote, adopt a resolution to the 
aame effect; therefore 

Resolved, That in the interest of cheap transportation, and to afford 
a choice of water-routes to the seaboard. \w regard connections be- 
tween the navigable waters of the upper UlariBSlppI and the Great 
Lakes as of great importance, and that Congress, in making appropria- 
tions, ought to have regard to the establishment of free water commu- 
nication between the valley of the great river of the west and tide 
water of the east, in accordance with the recommendations heretofore 

Ride by ttie President in his special message to Congress on this 
bject. 
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Mr. McDonald, of Wisconsin, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Whereat, Many of the bridges constructed across the navigable 

aters of the United States are dangerous and often destructive to life 
ind property, and a constant source, of dread to those who navigate 
such waters, hi rea-on ui in sufficient width oi draw-openings and raft- 
spans, and the difficulties oi approach thereto; therefore, 

Ranked, That this convention urge upon Congress that it shall in 
all cases require those to whom is given the great j.u-i \ ilc^c of bridging 
navigable waters, so to locate and construct such bridges that life and 
property may not be endangered thereby. 

Resolved, That the bill now pending before the two houses of Con- 
gress for the removal of obstructions from the navigable waters of the 
United States, and authorizing the Secretary of War to cause to be 
placed at all draw-openings anil rafr-spansof bridges such shear-booma 
and other means of facilitating the passage thereof by boats and rafts, 
as he may And to be necessary, is a just measure of relief and protec- 
tion demanded by the navigation interests of the country, and we 

spectfully urge the passage of the same, or of some bill for the same 

Mr. Kirk, of Pennsylvania. The delegates to this eon- 
ention from the Western Pennsylvania River Improve- 
ment Association would respectfully suhmit the following 
lutious: 

1. The immense and yet unbroken lie Ids of coal in Western Pennsyl- 
vania, situated on tributaries of the Mississippi, capable of being im 

roved, demand better and cheaper transportation lo the Southern 
tates. for the mutual benefit of seller and purchaser. 

2. The improvement of the Kanawha, in Western Virginia, by the 
united States make- it obligatory upon the i'nited States, in order to 
do justice to the coal men of western Pennsylvania, to free the Mouon- 
gahela from tolls, and as soon as possible establish a six-foot minimum 
stage in the Ohio all the year from the Pennsylvania coal fields to 
Cairo. 

3. The granting .if snch large sums in past years to improve the 
water-ways of Michigan lias wrought great injustice and ruin to many 
lumber men on the Allegheny and its tributaries; for instance, the 
State of Michigan received by the la -I appropriation bill ?<; I 7.0(10. while 
"le Allegheny River wii.li it> tributaries, filial to the whole State of 

icliigan. received but 115,000. 



We *re not opposed to large appropriations for Miehignn, but we in- 
tist that the Allegheny should now receive »(ii)2.U0o to make last year's 
appropriations equal to that of Michigan. 

The President. The resolutions will be referred. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, of Mississippi, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Whereat, Vieksburg is the largest city on the Mississippi River be- 
tween Menipliis aad Hew Orleans, Che terminus of ■<• fines of steam- 
era, and the greatest distributing point bel ween St. Louis and New Or- 
leaiih, and a vital distributing point as well for the entire Yazoo Valley, 
' "isBisaippi, and for a la— 
»nly point between ] 

Raobtd, That it is the sense of this convention that the harbor ol 
the city of VicWnlnirg should In: restored and maintained by early ap- 
propriation by Congress. 

Mr. Imbs, of Missouri, offered the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions: 

Rexolved, This convention hails with pleasure the valuable services 
rendered the cause of navigation by the ellielent and skillful corps of 
engineers in their present occupation of improving tbe Mississippi 
Kiver; and further, most gratefully recognize :i r ■ obligation to Con- 
gress for tile generous support extended tn the Missinsippi Kiver, bnt 
most especially do we submit our siiici'n: thanks to His Excellency the 
President for the wisdom iiutnifi-sicd in directing Congress to the 

aopriety of making the appropriation for the improvement of the 
ealfesippi iiiver by separate ami independent legislation. 

Mr. Levering, of Indiana, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read acid referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: ■ 

Whereat, The Attorney General of the United States, in his reply 
dated May M, is*:], to complaint submitted to him by the Secretary of 
War, to the tiled that a iiavigsiMe rivor was obstructed by railroad 
bridges, answered that "The Executive branch of the Government can 
do nothing ellectnal to remedy the evil without action of Congress;" 
and further stated that, '■ Congress has not interposed. It has been 
silent while these expensive structures have been thrown across the 

Rexolved, That Congress be red nested to enact a statute to prevent 
the obstruction of navigable rivers by bridges without draws, and that 
it be made the duty of I'niteil Stales officers lv | 10 |,^ V( . supervision, or 
are charged with any river improvements, to report any such existing 
structures to the law ollieers uf the Government, and that it be made 
the duty of the Department u£ -lost tee to take cognizance thereof. 

Mr. Prather, of Missouri, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 



& great 
erefore 



Resolved, That we respectfully ask Congress to grant the petition of 
the Board ot Light-House service, now before that honorable body, for 
a division of the service anil the appropriation required to continue the 
service properly. 

Mr. Prather. I will ask that the petition now before 
Congress he rend. It is very short and will be of interest 
to the convention. After it has been read, I will ask that 
the rales be suspended, and that my resolution may pass. 

The President. The Secretary will read the petition. 

The Secretary read the petition. 

Mr. Nicholas Schaff, of Missouri, offered the following 
resolutions, which was referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions: 

Whereas, mitcomparativclylittteofthe public Treasury of the United 
States, hashitherto been expended for public improvements inthe tax- 
paying districts of the great Mississippi Valley, an area of country 
upon 'Which to a great esieiit depend ;i major portion of the entire 
population of America, and that of foreign countries, for the necces- 
saries of life, particularly .such as cereal, cotton and mineral products, 
and Whereas it is evident hy the large representation of delegates 
who have come here from the many town-: and sections of said great 
Valley, hundreds of mile;, away from tln-ir homes am! business, to at- 
tend this convention, thereby demonstrating their earnestness in the 
name of "Right and Equity." to impress Congress, that these law- 
abiding and tax paying citizens along the line and within reach of 
the great "Father of Waters" are no less entitled to a favorable con- 
sideration of their just claims, than those who live along the hanks of 
our eastern rivers and canals, for the improvcmctil of which, millions 
and billions have already been expended out of the public fund of the 
U. 8. Treasury. 

Resolved, that this convention appreciates the kind dl-position of 
the Presidi nt of ihe United States towards our project, as * ell as that 
of Congress, who under the direction of the Secretary of War. have be- 
gun the work, thai tlih iwly skull auk to romjdftr, namely the deepening 
of the channel of the Mississippi River, the protection of its,hank«. to 
prevent over-flows ami destrueiive IbwK to remove obstructions and 
to improve all its navigable tributaries, so as to have a free and unin- 
terrupted navigation, at all seasons of the year, and thus procure 
cheap transportation. 

Be it further Resolved, that this work should not lie called a sectional 
improvement as it effects the commerce and the safety of the people 
of at least IS of our laTgest [revenue contribut ingi State- of the Union, 
which when once made prosperous hy the improvements, and Uieir re- 
sources developed, cannot help hut to redound to the henelit of our 
entire country. 

Resolved, that this convention endorse the action of the executive 
committee on the improvement of the western water-ways and request 
that it couiinuc its la dor in the dbectimi ami for the puri»»ui' ii h'.s been 
fBlabliehed. until the Mississippi riverand its navigab' ■ tributaries are 
In such condition as the iunportauce of commerce and safety to the peo- 
ple demand aud deserve. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Missouri, offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read and referred to the Committee on 
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The representatives of the commercial interests and productive ii 
<lus tries of the Mississippi Valley, again In convention assembled to 
consider the question of improving the great water-ways of the west, 
do hereby Benalre and Declare: 

Mesotved, 1. That the Interests for which this convention is author- 
ized to apeak are entitled in the highest degree to consideration from 
the National Legislature, to which by the constitution is entrusted as 
well the regulation of commerce between the States, as the promotion 
of the general welfare. They are the commercial and industrial Inter- 
ests oi more than one half the States and Territories of the Union, in- 
habited by more than one-half its entire population, from whom is 
collected above seventy per cent, of the internal revenue, and not less 
than one-half the indirect taxes of the nation. The domestic commerce 
to whicn they give rise, is already one-half that of the whole United 
States, more than nvi'lve li inns greater than the total foreign commerce 
of the nation, and larger than the total foreign commerce of the world. 
Upon this vast commerce lias been levied, year by year, a direct and 
wasteful tax. in amount not less than ten millions per annum by way 
of 1 ncreased freights, insurance, demurrage, wrecks and repairs, 
caused by sand-bar*, snugs, treacherous banks mid other obstacles, to 
the safe and easy navigation of the Mississippi river and its navigable 
tributaries No exercise of the power of < inngress can be more ligiti- 
mate or more just than the relief of that commerce, and of the immense 
and varied industries which support it from -uch needless burdens, by 
removing those obstacles to navigation. Thus only can be secured to 
the people of the whole country the fud beneUt of these great inland 
water-ways prepared by tin- ere; nor for I heir use free to all. beyond the 
reach of monopoly, ami which should afford to all not only the cheapest 
transportation of hnlkly staples to distant markets, but that competi- 
tion in reaching tho.se markets, which h.ni lil ~ producer and consumer 
alike. To have acquirer! these great water-ways and the vast territory 
which they drain was the triumph of early American statesmanship. 
To restrain then-mighty Moods and direct their resistless energies Is 
the achievement of its latest science. It is for the statesmanship of to- 
day to complete that triumph by calling that science permanently to 
its aid. 

2. This convention earnestly reaffirms the declaration of the Mississippi 
Eiver Improvement Convention which met at St. Louis in October, 1881, 
tha! It is the manifest and imperative duty of the government of the 
United States to cause to be made such improvement of the Mississippi 
river and its navigable tributaries, as shall permanently secure tin* sale 
and easy navigation thereof Thereby cheapening freights and reduce- 
ing insurance and other burdens and expenses, thus promoting the 
vast inland commerce of the nation, and creating new avenues of 
foreign trade, and not only inviting increased product ion and popula- 
tion but assuring greater prosperity to the whole people. Especially is 
this duty obvious, and our demand justitieu in view ut the donations 
already made by Congress in lan-i, amounting to nearly 300 000,1)00 
acres, and in bom.is issued or gnaiMiilecd nearly iji'iuniiuiiii) more, in 
aid of artificial highways, the property of individuals, and which even 
at lowest rates must furnish the most costly form oi transportation 
on a lur^e SiSie— as compa>ed with appropriations not yet one-tenth 
so greit in all. for the improvement of more than 15,001) miles of nat 
ural water-ways, whose freedom from tax or monopoly Is protected 
by constitution d guarantees, wl.ile in cheaper service and unrestricted 
competition tbey afford the most effectual check upon esorbitiinl 
el i urges by any other rouie t» the sea. 

8, That this convention also reaffirms the emphatic approval l_._ 
expressed ol the creation by Congiessof tiie Mississippi River Conimis- 




sion, aa the lirst well-considered ;nnl effectual step towards completing 
and permanently opening the Mississippi Valley to the markeis of the 
world. 

The confidence then expressed in the disduguished engineers to 
whom that groat work wits entrusted has been abundantly justified hy 
the results of the past two y<airs. For the iirsi time the great river 
has been acurttcly surveyed from 'lie Gulf almost to its source, and 
data obtained of ihe hi.'h est pr.ieticil and scientific value towards 
revealing aid establishing the iiuuinl able law* wliieli govern its move- 
ments, and upon the knowledge of which, die success o 1 all efforts for 
Its improvement must depend. Bar? which were the dread of navi- 
gators, destructive r <v life anil property, have been concerted into safe 
and permanent channels. Important instances of this familial to mem- 
bers of this convention, are the well known Horse Tail Bar, a few 
miles below St. Louis, and in the lower river the equally well known 
bars at Plum Point Reach, above .Memphis, and Lake Providence 
Keaeh, above Vicksbiirg. The details of these cases, briefly set forth 
in the very recent official report (Senate No. 36] Ot the Senate Sielect 
Committee on the Mississippi River Improvements, furnish conclusive 
proof that the forces of the great river itself have been skillfully mid 
successfully controlled ami enlisted in the work of Its own improve- 
ment. To that skill and success this convention bears cordial testi- 
mony. The woi k of river improve men! has passed from the region of ex- 
periment, and more than justifies the expenditure already made and 
provided for and the plan adopted. 

4 That we desire to express our cm-dial appiveialion and acknowl- 
edgement of the broad and patriotic views expressed, and the import- 
ant services rendered to the improvement of the water-wavs of the 
West by the President of the United States in his official acts and 
declarations from the time of his accession to that high office. 

". This convention also gladly r. ■e.oL.'ni/cs the wise anil liberal action 
of Congress in the appropriation of *4j)n;).oi.hi for the liner Commission 
in August, 1882, and its recent, response to the President's ^special 
message, recommending that the tin mediate necessities of the work be 
met. Its members have also observed with gratification the recommen- 
dation in the Senate Select Committee's report, that " in view of the 
good work already done hy them, and the manifest results achieved, 
and the reasonable hopes of further benefits to general navigation. 
commerce and trade to be derived," there lie appropriated one million 
of dollars for the improvement of the river between Cairo and the 
mouth ol the Illinois, one million between the mouth of the Illinois and 
St. Paul, and for the river below Cairo the amount asked by the Com- 
mission in their recent report. It ii no disparagement to any other 
meritorious public work to insist, (again in the words of the Senate 
Committee) that '■ if the « ori; of improvement bu worth doing at all. it 
's worth doing well, and that to secuiv thoroughness, permanency and 
sconomy in its prosecution, a uniform, system should be adopted and 
adhered'to" And to that end: this convention urges that appropria- 
tions be not oidy sufficient, bill regularly made. 

". That while i! wasobiviouslj necessary that. Ibis great work should 
begin with the main or trunk line of inland commerce, and that what 
has been begun at so great cost and wilh results so encouraging should 
be steadily prosecuted to completion. (Ins convention also earnestly de- 
sires and urges upon Congress that the scientific and comprehensive 
system of river improvement, by a competent commission thus inaugu- 
rated should be applied at the earliest practicable dale [o I be complete 
and permanent improvement of all the navigable tributaries of the 
great river. 

7. That this convention also recognizes with great satisfaction the 
benefits which have resulted to the navigation of the Mississippi River 
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and its principal tributaries by the extension of the light-house system 
thereto; and renews the hope that the number of districts nncl lights 
therein may from linn- to time tie increased to such extent as the Light- 
house Board, in consultation with the liivert mnmi-sion, shall find 

necessarv to render surh service r plelcly efficient. 

8. That the President of this convention be and be is hereby author- 
ized and request t-u 10 appoint :it his early convenience, a eontniittee of 
who shall be Charged with the duty of preparing, as 

soon as practicable after the convention adjourn*, a uorial to the 

Congress of tin- United States, on behalf of the delegates composing 
this convention and I lie people whom thev represent, in support of ant) 
In accordance with the foregoing resolution, embodiiigsueii statistics 
and Information as said committee may deem expedient; that they 
cause to be printed a sufficient number of eopiis of said resolutions and 
memorials, also of the proceedings of this convention, for wide distri- 
bution, and that a copy thereof be placed in tin- hands of each mem- 
ber of the United SI ales- Senate and House of Representatives, as soon as 
practicable; and that said < otnmittee be and they are hereby authorized 
to take such further action touching the proper presentation of said res- 
olutions and niemori.il to Congress and procuring the due considi— - 
tion thereof as they may deem best, 

Mr. Hitchcock. If I may be permitted to do so, with' 
being out of order, I would like to add a single word for 
the information of members of this convention who were 
not present at the convention at 8t. Louis. These resolu- 
tions are simply a statement of the action then adopted ant 
the lines then laid down. [Applause.] 

Mr. Brooks, of Tennessee. I offer the following resolt 
tion: 

Resolved. That the President of the convention be directed to invite 
the Hon. W. D. Washburn, of Minnesota; the Hon. Koswell G. Horr, 
of Michigan; Hon. R. L. Gibson and Hon. B. F. Jonas, of Louisiana; 
Hon. Poindexter Dunn, of Arkansas; Hon. William B. Morrison and 
Hon. John K.Thomas, of Illinois, Hon. Samuel .1. liaudall, of Pennsyl- 
vania; Hon. John A. Logan, of Illinois; Hon. L. Q. C, I.amar, of Missis- 
aippi-.Hon. George P. Hoar, of Massachusetts; Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, 
of Delaware ; Hon. Isham G. Harris, of Tennessee; Hon. Francis M, 
Cockrell and Hon. George G. Vest, of Missouri, Hon. Warner Miller, of 
New Tork; Hon- John P. Jones, of Nevada; anil other gentlemen in 
Congress who have been conspicuous in rendering aid to the measures 
for the improvement of, tin- Mississippi River, to address this convention 
upon the topics before it at such time as may be convenient. 

Mr. Chase, of Nebraska. I would like very much to add 
the name of Hon. James Laird, M. C, from Nebraska. 

The President. If there are no objections it will be 
done. 

Mr. Burke, of Arkansas. I request that the name of 
Hon, A. H. Garland, of Arkansas, be added. 

A Delegate, from West Virginia. I request that the 
name of Senator John E.Jfenna. of West Virginia, who has 
always been an especial champion of these measures, may be 
added to the others. 
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Mr. Adams, of Illinois. I ask that the name of Senator 
Cullora, of Illinois, be added, as well as that of Senator 
Logan. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Missouri. I would like to make a sug- 
gestion. I desire to suggest in the interest of speedy action 
by the convention that if it would order, or if it might be 
understood without any formal order, that gentlemeu de- 
siring to introduce resolutions directed to the general sub- 
ject which would properly go to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions, will all now introduce their resolutions as rapidly as 
possible; I am authorized by the Committee on Resolutions 
to ask leave to retire and to sit during the sessions of this 
body. I make this request of the convention with the 
understanding that resolutions intended to be ottered shall 
be presented at once, so that the committee may have 
them. 

The President. If there are no objections, leave will be 
granted to the Committee on Resolutions to retire to con- 
sider the matters before it. 

Mr. Pound, of Wisconsin. It seems to me that the action 
of this convention in selecting for designation certain Sen- 
ators and Members of Congress and asking them specifically 
to be present, is somewhat inviduous. I suggest that it 
would be better for the convention to invite all Members 
of Congress who feel an interest in these matters. [Ap- 
plause.] I will make a motion to that effect as a substitute 
for the resolution before the convention, and move a sus- 
pension of the rules on that question. 

Mr. Chase, of Nebraska. I have no objections to in- 
viting every man in the United States to come here, from 
the President down; but I especially desire that those who 
favor the projects that we favor here, be singled out, and 
that they be rewarded by the compliment of a special invi- 
tation from this convention. Still I will vote for the gen- 
tleman's substitute to invite them all. 

The substitute was agreed to. 

Mr. Beardsley, of Illinois. I desire to call the attention 
of this convention to a fact. I notice that we have Mem- 
bers of Congress here who are takiug part with us in our 
deliberations and have interested themselves without in- 
vitation. I move that they be invited to take seats upon 
the platform with the President, and I name Gen. Henderson 
and Mr. Adams, of Illinois. 

Mr. Henderson. Allow me to suggest to my friend from 
Illinois that we are here simply as delegates to the con- 
vention, appointed by the Governor of our State, and only 
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on an equality with other members; and therefore I for 
one, propose to ait here. [Applause.] 

Mr. Beabdsley. We desire to put them on an equality 
with the members invited here. 

Mr. Chase, of Nebraska . I move that every Member of 
Congress who is our friend he invited to a seat on the plat- 
form. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Sheatb, of Alabama, offered ihe following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That Congress he earnestly requested to make sufficient 
appropriation to complete the Jlusele bhoal Cans] and other improve- 
ments on the Tennesee River. 

Mr. Fort, of Tennessee, offered the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions: 

Whereas, we ore not engineers nor Ihe tons of engineers, and are not 
prepared to advise any particular pliin for improving our rivers; 

Resolved, That we recommend that Congress do the necessary work 
in accordance with plans approved by the engineer department of the 
tnited (Slates Government, 

Resolved, That all public work might to he done and mnney expended 
by officers of the Government; that no work should be let to contract, 
and that no convict should he employed in any public work except 
road making. 

Resolved, That the American people are not ready to enter into any 
project for artificial waicr-wuys until after its navigable streams are in 
a passable condition, and that ihe fear of many new projects forcing 
themselves on the attention of this convention is doing more to hinder 
and delay the future of our navigable streams than all causes what- 
ever. 

Mr. Jokes, of Tennessee, offered the followingresolution, 
which was read and referred to ibe Committee on Resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the feasibility and practicability of improving the 
navigation of the Cumberland River by a system of locks and dams 
as reported by the survey of Government engineer-, receives the ap- 
proval of this convention, and that we recommend the passage of the 
bill introduced by Hon. Kenton JleSJillen for the consummation of 
the same. 

Mr. "Woodbripge, of Minnesota, offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Resolutions: 

Whereas, The Upper Mississippi Valley is \ it ally interested not only 
in the improvement of the Mississippi and its tributaries, but also lit 
the further improvement of Hie great lakes so that they can accom- 
modate sea-going vessels, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this convention recognizes the necessity and impor- 
tance of prosecuting tin- fiinln-r improvement of the great lakes, and 
urge upon Congress liberal appropriations for the same. 










Mr. C. N. Clare, of Missouri, offered t!ie following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Resolved. That it is the sense of this convention that the reports as 
now published by the Signal Service, mi fur as they relate to the rivers, 
•re not as complete as desired and necessary; and in this connection 
be it 

Resolved. That Congress lie urged to give to the chief signal officer of 
the army liberal appropriation! to enable him to carry out in a most 
successful manner the system of river observation, proposed by the 
Signal Service; and it is further resolved that the chief signal officer 
be requested to extend and perfect the data to important to the ship- 
ping interests of this country. 

Mr. Steele, of Dakota, offered the following Resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That ibe Missouri River, from its mouth to Fort Benton, is 
an essential water-way, which should b« judiciously improved through 

Mr. Marshall, of Illinois, offered the following resolu- 
tion, whieh was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Resolved. That we are in (avor of a more complete commercial union 
ef lire north and Ibe south, of the east and the west of our entire country, 
that cheap freights and the free exchange ot commodities would serve "10 
promote; and to this end we pronounce ia favor ol uniting, )>y suitable 
work and improvements, the vast systems of navigation created by the 
Mississppi River and iia numerous tributaries with that of our northern 
lakes and rivers, and recommend this work to Congress as worthy ot 
national consideration and aid, 

Mr. Thurston. As ehairman of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the improvement of the Ohio River, I have been 
instructed by my board to offer the followiug resolution: 

Whereas, The Board of Commissioners to look after the navigation of 
the Ohio and its tributaries being in sympathy with the great gathering 
of the business men ot the Mississippi Valley to secure from the Govern- 
ment, such ample improvement ol Uje ItiBaiMlppj liiver as the nationality 
of that stream and its importance to the nation demand, while most 
heir'ily approving of 'lie movement, oiler the following resolution: 

Resolved, That while the Ohio River Commission is heart and hand in 
sympathy with any and all movements 10 induce and secure govern- 
mental work in the Improvement ot any and all navigable rivera of the 
nation, yet ihey ask that the Government at all times shall consider the 
relative natural importance ot the streams for which appropriations are 
made, and lhal Ibe Ohio Iiiver should receive that full share of govern- 
mental consideration and appropriation that the statistics of the nation 
show is rieht; as at the present lim ■ being ;lii: largest populated, produc- 
tive and industrial section ol 'he country, and as prospectively. Irom its 
great mineral resources and large manulscturing investments requiring 
for the future cheap transportation lor heavy freights; and also as the 
road over whieh the States of ilir- Mississippi Valley ruust transport their 
coalsuppliis lor the building up of their own manulacturing ir *""" 
and for their commercial and domestic uses. 
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The President. The resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. Heatley, of Kansas, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention thai a. most effective 
remedy for a lack of sulHeient and cheap transportation, ami to prevent 
extortion by Uia railroad trunk lin a fr.mi the Mississippi Valley points 
to the sea-board, would hi! tin: i.'-iablL-lnui-iii. by tie; ge'ier.il governiu-jnt 
of lines of steamers for the e mveyancts •<( lrei;;ht on the grunt Water- 
ways of the Mississippi ValUyand ilieir niiintenanee anil c-introl by the 
general government. 

Mr. Miller, of Missouri, offered the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee ou Resolu- 
tions: 

Whereas, It has heretofore "been the tendency of Congress to scale 
down the professional, sclent ilk; recommendations of the engineers 
in charge of the work of river and harbor improvement, and to appro- 
prate much smaller sums of money fur earning on important public 
works than those required therefor, and 

Whereas Improvement s in:ifle under sneh appropriations have been 
found insufficient to accomplish tlte purposes for which they "were 
made, and too often have beer washed away because of their weak- 
ness, inadequacy anil iucoiii|>le(eiie>s, thereby resulting in extrava- 
gant and useless waste: Iherefore, 

Resolved. That it is the sense of this convention that it is unwise, 
dangerous and wasteful to appropriate less sums than those so 
recommended, and that the policy of doing so meets with our dis- 
approbation. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, of Mississippi, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Whereas, Artificial water-ways, when national in their character, 
are essential to cheap and adequate transporlal imi : t herefore be it 

Resolved, That the Hennepin Canal project meets with the favor 
and approval of this convention. 

The President. GentEemen of the convention, I have 
great pleasure in introducing to you members of the Com- 
mittee of the United States Senate who recently examined 
the Mississippi River. [Applause and loud calls of "Lo- 
gan."] 

Senator Logan. Mr. President, and gentlemen: It gives 
me great pleasure, and I might speak for the whole com- 
mittee who were appointed by the Senate of the United 
States to examine the Mississippi River improvements, to 
meet with you here to-day. It is gratifying to us to know 
that such an interest is being taken in that which is of such 
great importance to the whole country. 

It would be very indelicate on our part were v 
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in the slightest degree, to suggest to yon what to do 
or attempt to influence you in any direction whatever. 
You are independent and outside of our body; and under 
our form of government there is nothing that so clearly 
indicates the intelligence of the people of this great country 
of ours as meetings of this kind, where citizens having an 
interest in all that pertains to the welfare of the people 
can come together and suggest to their representatives 
such matters as they deem of great importance to the 
country. 

So far as this committee is concerned, I will aay that we 
passed down the Mississippi River and made as close an 
examination and inspection of the various works that were 
being projected as we could do in the time allotted to us. 
After returning we made our report to the Senate of the 
United States, and that report is in print. I can only say 
that the views of the whole committee, joined together,are 
expressed in that report. I have no suggestions to make as 
far as you are concerned. I hope you will deliberate and 
make such recommendations as you deem wise and proper 
to be considered by those whom you have chosen to act 
for you. 

I thank you most heartily for the kindly greeting that 
you have given to our committee and will be glad at all 
times to meet with you. [Applause.] 

Call was made for Senator Sawyer. 

Senator Sawyer. I have only to Bay, gentlemen, that I 
am very glad to meet with you. I have not come here to 
make a speech or to give any suggestions, and do not pro- 
pose to do so. That is not my best hold. [Applause.] As 
Mr. Logan, the chairman of our committee, has said, we 
have made our report and that shows you bow we stand 
upon the matter. I bid you good-day. 

Call was made for Senator Jonas. 

Senator Jonas. Mr. President and gentlemen of the 
convention: I can concur heartily with what has been so 
wisely said by the chairman of our committee. We come 
here as Congressmen to be instructed, not to instruct. 
Tour great convention comes fresh from the people, the 
people of the whole Mississippi Valley, from its source 
almost to its mouth. You are here, the representatives of 
the people, to consult together and to say to your servants, 
the Congress of the United States, what measures are best 
to be adopted and carried out in order to secure the success 
of the great enterprise which we all have so much at heart, 
in order to improve this great artery of commerce which 
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waters and carries to the sea the commerce of twenty-thre 
States, in order that it may be made navigable at low as 
well as at high water, and in order to secure the prosperity 
of the people who live in that great center, and in the 
future to be the great capital and seat of population of this 
great country. You are here to see that it shall be so im- 
proved and so maintained by the generous and intelligent 
action of the general government that it may be made, as 
I say, the great highway not only for the present day but 
for the commerce of the future. 

The report of our committee is before you. It was made 
after careful investigation. We started on the river at 
Eoek Island, and we floated slowly down to the sea. We 
stopped and looked at all the work which was being carried 
on under the direction of the United States Engineers and 
the Mississippi River Commission. We called upon the 
engineers to go with us and asked them to point out and 
explain their work. We examined it all critically. We 
left our boat, we took ruga, we took canoes and we walked; 
and we examined the work, if not intelligently, at least 
thoroughly, until we wound up by sounding for ourselves 
that great passage to the sea at the mouth of the river 
which has been built for the commerce of this country by 
the munificence of the general government. Our report 
has been made. I regret that it ha3 not yet been published 
in sufficient quantities for every one to receive a copy; but 
a resolution has been offered by the committee asking for 
the printing of two thousand additional copies, whieh will 
permit a more liberal distribution of them among the 
people. [Applause.] You will find that its recommenda- 
tions are practical, that the testimony taken was the testi- 
mony of practical men. It is now before Congress. 1 hope 
it will have its effect and its influence upon that body; but 
that body which legislates for this whole country can be 
affected and influenced intelligently in no better manner 
than by the assemblage of a great representative conven- 
tion, coming up from the people, the people who live upon 
the banks of that stream, the people who are engaged in 
agriculture, in trade and in commerce; the people who have 
its every interest at heart; the people who understand the 
magnitude of the river, its importance, its difficulty of 
control and the manner of controlling it. You are here to 
teach, and we are here to listen. 

I trust, gentlemen of the convention, that your recom- 
mendations will be such as to inspire the whole country 
with confidence in you, and such as to insure the legislation 
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which will carry them to a successful and a fruitful end. 
[Great applause.] 

Call was made for Senator Walker. 

Senator Walker. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen: I can 
but endorse what has been said by my associates upon the 
committee. I am too unwell to attempt to apeak. 

The Mississippi Valley is a country to which my heart is 
bound; and whenever my vote or my voice can accomplish 
anything for that great country it shall have it. [Applause.] 
We passed down the river and we examined carefully the 
work of improvement. We gave all possible attention to 
the great question that Was before us. For one, I say that 
I am satisfied with the results, and that the revetment sys- 
tem, the hurdle system, and the levee system are a success. 
[Applause.] Especially, gentlemen, was I delighted with 
the results at the mouth of the river. I refer to the jetty 
system. Just as we left there, a ship with ten thousand 
bales of cotton and the equivalent of five thousand more, 
passed out. It is a success. 

There is one thing we must look to. The great States of 
the Mississippi Valley are the controlling power in this 
Government. [Applause;] I care not what may be said 
east or elsewhere, they are the controlling power. 

I would be glad to talk to you longer, but I do not think 
it proper that I should do so. You have our report. That 
expresses the views of the committee. It expresses the 
views of every member of the committee, and we will 
stand by it and fight it through. [Applause. ] 

Call was made for Senator Jones. 

The President. The Chair will state that Senator 
Jones is not present. 

Mr Levering, of Indiana, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the Committe on 
Resolutions : 

Whereas, It is a well known fact that the Wabash River through 
more than three hundred miles of heavily timbered lands collects and 
contributes more snags to the Ohio and Mississippi River that any- 
other large tributary ; and 

Whereas, The cost of removing these dangerous obstructions from 
the comparatively narrow channel of the Wabash is about one-fourth 
the cost of finding and removing the same from the Mississippi, there- 
fore. 

Resolved, That any appropriation for clearing the channel of the 
Mississippi should embrace the Wabash, as " an ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure.'* 

Mr. Norrish, of Minnesota, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions : 
8 
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Resolved, That no more bridges should he built over the navigable 
waters of the United States than the interests of transportation im- 
peratively demand, inasmuch as every bridge no matter how skilfully 
located or well provided with booms, dikes or other aids to navigation, 
presents considerable obstruction to navigation, and causes great ex- 
pense to the owners of rafts, steamboats and other floating crafts. 

Mr. McCartney, of Illinois, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions : 

Resolved, That the improvement of the Ohio River at Grand Chain 
should be continued, and that liberal provisions should be made for 
the completion of the improvements commenced at that point on said 
river. 

Mr* Gould, of Missouri, offered the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, That while we recognize the present mode of improve- 
ment as adopted by the Government on the Mississippi River and 
its tributaries by a competent Board of Engineers, or Commissioners, 
and also by the able corps of Government engineers, we cannot over- 
look the importance of the auxiliary measures necessaiy to the pres- 
ent safe navigation, namely, the removal of snags and other obstruc- 
struxtions. agreatty increased number oi signal lights on the banks of 
all navigable rivers, and menaced facilities in the signal service for 
furnishing more reports, all of which are vital to navigation interests, 
and are furnished at present by the Government only in limited 
supply. 

Resolved, That as these auxiliaries are under the direction of the 
proper departments of the Goverment and can be cheaply increased, 
we respectfully call the attention of members of Congress to the im- 
portance of largely increased appropriations for these legitimate pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Shields, of Missouri, offered the following resolu- 
tion^ which w r as read and referred to the Committee on 
Eesolutions : 

Resolved, That we recognize the improvement of the navigable 
tributaries of the Mississippi River as second only in importance to the 
main stream, and that it is the duty and interest of the Government to 
inaugurate and prosecute to completion a general system of river im- 
ments embracing all the navigable tributaries of the Mississippi 
River. 

Mr. Lowry, of Missouri, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions : 

Resolved, That this convention hereby instruct the members now in 
Congress from the States and territories of the iMishissippi basin to 
vote adequate appropriations for the rapid, scientific and complete 
improvement of the Mississippi River and its navigable tributaries. 

Mr. Lowiwi , of Missouri. Mr. President, there is one idea 
that has not been brought out prominently before this con- 
vention, and there are one or two thoughts that were sug- 



gested by the Senators present with us that are in the right 
direction. The great obstacle in our way, the great diffi- 
culty which has resulted in the necessity for calling this 
convention together, is the inertia of that mass of brains 
yonder on Capitol Hill. We have come here, sir, tD move 
upon, and if possible, to move Congress. 

Too many of our Congressmen are not reading aright the 
signs of the times, and hence are not meeting fairly and 
fully the demands of the age. When they get here in Wash- 
ington, instead of addressing themselves to the solution of 
those problems which the times demands, and which their 
constituents, irrespective of party, are crying aloud for, they 
display a masterly inactivity on these very questions on which 
they pledged their dear constituents to make titanic efforts, 
and bend their energies to distributing Executive Docu- 
ments, Patent Office reports and garden seeds, and set about 
securing an appropriation for anything from the establish- 
ment of a star route, to a few $1,000 to be expended on an 
insignificant creek; in their u Deestrict" I beg pardon for 
saying that the day lor this sort of electioneering is 
past. These vote, catching devices have loe»t their efficiency. 
Sirs, the school teacher, the preacher and the editor are 
abroad in the Mississippi Valley. 

The Atlantic States may worry themselves over side 
issues if they will, but, sirs, the great, the supreme, the all- 
absorbing question to western men is not the tariff, either 
horizontal, vertical, or oblique, neither is it the greenback 
dollar, nor the dollar of our daddies — it is cheap transpor- 
tation. Out yonder in that vast empire of the Mississippi 
Basin — that mountain, and lake, and gulf-locked empire 
yonder — u River improvement is the rainbow of promise 
which now spans our political sky." 

The teachers teach it, the preachers preach it, and our 
press proclaims it from the house-tops. It is u creed in the 
political and religious faiths of our men, women and chil- 
dren, without regard to age, color, or previous condition of 
servitude. And to those Senators and Representatives who, 
having eyes, see not, and having ears, hear not this truth 
"Which so nearly concerns their political salvations, let me 
Bay, that if you have not the grace, the Christain grace of 
resignation, that we, the people o( the Mississippi Valley, 
liave the power, the will, and the obligation of relegating 
you to private life. 

As to what influences are now dominant yonder on Capitol 
Hill, I know not; but this much I do know, that out yonder 
in the Mississippi Valley, it is neither the Southern Con- 
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federacy, nor the Northern Confederacy that is in the sad- 
dle — it is the young Democracy and the young Republicans 
who are in the saddle there, and they are pushing things. 

The young Democracy and the young Republicans of the 
Mississippi Valley are wide awake on this question of cheap 
transportation, and they have their eyes upon their Repre- 
sentatives in Congress. And to these Representatives in 
Congress let me say if you have not breadth of comprehen- 
sion, and depth of political discernment Xo view this trans- 
portation question broadly, nationally, then you havealready 
been weighed in the balance and found wanting. If you are 
narrow so short-sighted that you cannot see beyond the con- 
fines of your district, then your political days are numbered, 
and you need not peer far into the future to see your political 
carcass dangling at the wheel of the car of progress.. This 
question of cheap transportation is one of those great 
economic questions, which overleap State and party lines 
with the force of a religious conviction. (Applause.) The 
young Democracy and the young Republicans of the Missis- 
sippi \ alley will not follow the banner of any party which 
does not pursue steadily and steadfastly the solution of the 
question of cheap transportation. ( Applause. ) Party lines 
are now so blurred that we see party leaders with micro- 
scopes in their hands straining their eyes to discern them. 
With this condition of affairs it is plain that that party 
which offers the most substantial fruits meet unto repentance 
on this river improvement question will name and elect the 
president in November, 1884. 

All of that long and brilliant array of river improvement 
conventions from 1845 up to 1881 were mere institutes, de- 
signed to furnish information to our Congressmen, and to 
impress upon them the importance of the subject. We 
have been, for this third of a century, a hopeful minority. 
Ours has been the part of the petitioner, the prayer, the 
implorer. The readjustment of the political forces of this 
Nation under the tenth census has transferred the center of 
power and population to the Mississippi Valley. We have 
heretofore wrestled with this subject and with Congress in 
prayer. We are now upon our feet and shonld assert our 
power. We, the people of the Mississippi Valley, are now 
the United States of America. We hold the purse and 
shall 6oon wield the sword of the Nation. Why not say to 
Congress, -'We come not here to petition and pray. Ours 
is another mission. We come here in the name of twenty- 
eight and a half million — the sovereign majority of the 
people of the United States — to instruct the Representa- 
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tives and Senators from the Mississippi Valley States to 
stand up in their places and vote for the millions required 
to improve our great western river." (Great applause.) 

Mr. Allen, of Kansas. I hold in my hand a speech. I 
am not going to read it now. It will appear in four demo- 
cratic and two republican newspapers to-morrow morning. 
It is on the constitutional powers of the Government to 
appropriate means to protect property from overflows all 
along the Mississippi. I will circulate three or four hun- 
dred copies among the gentlemen, and 1 desire to have 
it incorporated into the proceedings of the convention. 

The address in question is as follows: 

An address by Hon. "Walter N. Allen, State Commis- 
sioner for Kansas. 

Mr. President: We have met here to urge upon Con- 
gress the importance of an immediate and vigorous action 
in the improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi 
river and its tributaries, arid the building of levees to pre- 
vent overflow and injury to lands. As we shall arraign the 
past generation for their neglect of duty in this matter, so 
will the generation to come hold us responsible for a failure 
to perform our duty now. The improvement of this, the 
Father of Waters, that bears upon its bosom the hopes of 
twenty-five millions of people, so as to give protection to 
commerce, security to life and the property of citizens re- 
siding upon its banks, is demanded by the material interests 
of every section of our common country. 

That this mighty river, draining a vast country, unsur- 
passed in productive power, capable of supporting two hun- 
dred millions of population, and with its tributaries, has 
more than fifteen thousand miles of steam navigation, dis^ 
charging annually more waters than all the noted rivers of 
Europe, two-thirds of that of the La Plata, and something 
less than two-fifths of that of the Amazon — that this great 
artery of commerce should go so long without the special 
care of Congress, and without the strong arm of the gov- 
ernment to stay its ravages, affords a severe commentary on 
the past statesmanship of the representatives of this repub- 
lic, who, as it seems, failed to comprehend the genius of the 
government, else its powers would have been invoked, not 
only to facilitate commerce upon this great international 
highway, but alike for the security of life and property, and 
to reclaim the twenty millions of acres of overflowed cot- 
ton and sugar lands around the delta of the Mississippi, and 
for the national good, fit them for the hand of husbandry. 



62 

In all appropriations by Congress, in the matter of im- 
provement of the Mississippi river, the following obtains: 
" That no portion of this appropriation shall be expended to 
repair or build levees, or for the purpose of reclaiming 
lands, or preventing injury to lands by overflows." 

It is obvious that the true idea of our system of govern- 
ment is not yet understood. 

OUKS IS AN HONEST GOVERNMENT. 

Congress feels the pressing necessity for building levees 
on the Mississippi to prevent injury to lands by overflow; 
but by this proviso in the bill, shows that it doubts the con- 
stitutional power to appropriate money other than to regu- 
late commerce; and thus by an indirect method the greater 
object is sought to be accomplished by voting means osten- 
sibly to aid the lesser This, with kindred practices, is 
fraught with untold evil to our system. 

Ours is an honest government and should be frank in all 
its actions. It is either a federal union or a national gov- 
ernment. These systems are diametrically opposed to each 
other in principle, and our government cannot be based 
partly on one and partly on che other. It has either a 
written compact with delegated powers, which must be 
strictly construed, or an unwritten constitution that de- 
velops in truths for the advancement of the national good. 
The power possessed by Congress to appropriate money to 
prevent injury to lands and property by overflows of the 
Mississippi, is implied in the word nation. 

THE SOURCE OF NATIONAL POWER. 

The right to be a nation was extorted from Great Britain 
by superior force of arms in the belligerent hands of a 
united people. The nation was born, not made; and with 
inherent powers it has the right to live and exercise these 
powers without the suiference of the States. When this 
nation was admitted into the family of nations and per- 
mitted to take its equal and separate station among the 
powers of the earth, it became bound, not only by the laws 
of nations, but by the unwritten law which constitutes its 
existence and preserves the autonomy of the States. 

This is the bond of union, made secure by the immutable 
principles of an unwritten constitution, receptive and capa- 
cious enough to grasp all the needs of the natibn, but stern 
and inflexible in the purpose to do the right, with no 
treacherous doctrine of intendment to swallow up the power 
of the State. 
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MISTAKE OF THE FATHERS. 

In the written instrument that constitutes the form and 
provides the machinery of the general government, and 
which was adopted by the States, occurs the great mistake 
of the fathers — in trying to define and separate the powers 
of the nation from the rights of the States. The former has 
sovereign power, begotten by the force of the revolution; 
the latter has antonomy. The one has implied powers, the 
other chartered rights from the British crown. The powers 
of the nation, therefore, lie in the intricate meshes of an 
unwritten constitution, and cannot be defined, increased nor 
diminished in quantum, but unfold in principle to meet the 
exigencies of government, and to become a precedent and 
rule of action. 

Out of the unwarrantable assumption by the State to 
delegate powers to the nation, originated the false notions 
and absurd theories of our system of government, mislead- 
ing the public men of our country and foreign writers upon 
the subject. 

WRITTEN LIMITATION A FAILURE. 

Experience in the history of all liberal forms of govern- 
ments, proves written limitation of power to be a failure. 
The only true basis upon which to plant republican institu- 
tions, to insure peace, security to liberty and stability in 
government, is an unwritten limitation of powers, that lives 
in tradition, grows in the mind, and expands in the con- 
sciences of the people, to be interpreted by the eternal 
principles of honorable justice. Faith in the government 
is its capital; honor is its credit; and the nation is no 
stronger than the faith and credit of its citizens. 

DEFINITION OF SOVEREIGNTY. 

It is well to note the distinction between arbitrary power 
and sovereign power: the former is supported by a central- 
ized system; the latter has a decentralized system; the one 
is absolute power and a depotism; the other is a restricted 
power and is liberal in its action. Sovereignty is a modern 
word, which has no Greek or Latin derivation, and is sup- 
posed to have originated in the feudal ages. It means a 
superior lord, or king, who possessed the right to command 
inferior lords in defense of the kingdom. It is a self-pres- 
ervation power. This word occurs in the old articles of 
confederation; but its meaning was as little understood 
then as now. There it was evidently intended to reserve 
the rights of local self government, for the colonies were in 
rebellion, and bad no sovereignty to delegate and none to 
reserve. 
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AUTONOMY OF THE STATES VINDICATED. 

If this government possessed arbitrary power, it would be 
supreme in all things, over subjects and over all its subor- 
dinate powers; but ours is not such a nation. It is supreme 
in all foreign matters, and things domestic, in its sphere, 
which are essential to its jurisdiction and the preservation 
of all its parts. It was arbitrary power, assumed as a 
sovereign right, by the British crown, over the colonies, 
that led to their resistance, divorcement from the mother 
country, the establishment of the rights of autonomy in the 
States; and its resultant cousequences, a national govern- 
ment with a perfect limitation of powers, by the vindica- 
tion of that principle of autonomy which denies to it absolute 
power. Thus was originated a system of government before 
unknown, and which as yet has no name; but is an Inter- 
krato-natum republican system. This word is compounded 
from one Greek and two Latin words — inter meaning be- 
tween; kraio, power; and natum, born — when put together 
meaning a nation born with intermediate powers, between 
its subjects and its sovereignty. 

When the nation was established, it found these corpor- 
ate communities ready made to hand, and clothed with 
rights and privileges which the general government is now 
bound to respect; and to hold as sacred from interference 
as the rights arid liberties of any neighboring republic. It 
is the province of the State to protect the life, liberty, and 
property of its people, by laws enacted by the State regulated 
and enforced by the public sentiment of the State, from 
which to allow an appeal, or to admit of interpolation by 
the general government, would defeat the end for which 
this form of government was instituted, by centralizing its 
powers. This might improve the tranquility of the country 
by quieting the discontent of particular persons; but be- 
hind this protection and tranquility would stand despotism 
and the appalling fact that the people of all nations have 
been enslaved by being kept in order. Usurpation may 
establish a wrong, but is powerless to make it right. 

THE 80URCE OF PATRIOTISM. 

Sovereignty, strictly considered, is an executive power, a 
treaty-making power, an animating power, and the soul of 
nationality. It is that spiritual power which is felt, but 
cannot be expressed, when we behold the flag, the emblem 
of our nationality, which speaks to us of sorrow and of joy, 
of triumph and defeat, and deeds of heroism. It tells the 
story of Bunker Hill, of Saratoga and of Yorktown; and 
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; bosom swells with martial pride. This ie allegiance, 1 
i inextinguishable love of country. We commiserate the 
people of any section of the country who may have had 
these sweet sensation* of patriotism blunted, by feeling that 
they had been wronged by that flag. While the Blue and 
the Gray side by side sleep in peace, we'll live not to sepa- 
rate the one in the right, but to repair the wrong. 

Sovereignty has no geographical bounds. Over the land 
and over the seas, wherever floats the flag, there its in- 
fluence is felt, and the mailed hand of sovereignty recog- 
nized. 

No State of the Union ever possessed this power; so then 
e powers of the nation cannot be delegated powers. 

PUBLIC SENTIMENT THE SUPREME LAW. 

The Government needs to be put in harmony with 
itself by removing all these sham written restrictions upon 
its action, that have been but the play of party spirit and a 
mockery in the courts, to the end that an enlightened 
public sentiment, guided by the rules of honor and of 
justice, may become the supreme law. 

Mr. President : This theory of the system of our Gov- 
ernment is so completely at variance with the views of 
Mr. Hamilton as well as those of Mr. Jefferson, that it is 
with great diffidence that I give it to the public. But I 
believe it to be worthy the thoughtful consideration of 
every lover of the science of truth. Both of these great 
men admitted the struature of our Government to be a 
federal union of independent, sovereign States, with dele- 
gated powers, differing only in opinion as to quantity, and 
the manner of construing those powers, and out of this 
difference sprang the old federal and republican parties 
of 1800. 

THE TRANSPORTATION QUESTION. 

Mr. President : If all obstructions were removed from 
the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, so as to float with ease 
and safety steamboats and barges to New Orleans, it would 
cheapen the cost of transportation of the products of the 
west to the markets of the east fifty percent. It costs now to 
lake a bushel of wheat from the Missouri river, in Kansas, 
rail to New York, thirty cents. A bushel of wheat 
sonld. be taken by water by tht way of New Orleans to 
Liverpool for fifteen cents, and for something less to New 
York and other of our eastern cities. Wheat in Kansas is 
wiling for eighty cents per bushel and is worth a dollar 
.nd ten cents in New York, The obstruction to naviga- 



lion in these rive 
cents for every 1 



sates a tariff upon 



the east, of nfteci 



of wheat they 



sultunt injury also to the produ< 

PROTECTION FROM OVERFLOWS. 

But we of the west and southwest are more interested 
in the subject of overflow than in the transportation ques- 
tion. If our lands, homes and cities can be made secure 
from the ravages of floodH, we can produce more of these 
much needed products and at leae* cost. There cannot be 
an over-supply of these farm productions, if Congress 
would open the markets of the world to us by removing 
artificial restrictions upon trade (protective tariff mo- ■ 
uoply.) This would be a great relief to the west and 
south and prove a benefit to every legitimate interest. It 
would encourage ship building, and in time restore the 
carrying trade upon the high seas to American bottoms. 
We have few ships and but few seamen, and a weak navy, 
and would be at a great disadvantage in the event of war 
with any one of the maritime powers of Europe. 

Public sentiment demands of Congress a liberal appro- 
priation for all public works. We need u ship canal 
across the peninsula of Florida ; we need Government 
post office buildings in every important town. These im- 
provements can be commenced and carried on without a 
dollar being taken from the treasury. Let the gold and 
silver coin go on accumulating and the Government issue 
three dollars in paper for every dollar in specie held in the 
public treasury. This would prove a safe financial system ; 
solve the money question, and by furnishing an adequate 
circulating medium stimulate enterprise, give more em- 
ployment to labor, less hours and better wages, and as its 
results, a rich people as well as a rich Government, and 
put an end to the war between capital and labor. 

The President. If there are any gentlemen of the con- 
vention who have not handed in their resolutions, I am 
requested by the committee to state that they can do so 
for the next hour, and that the committee will give them 
consideration. 

Mr. Bryant, of Louisiana, offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Whereas, Forty-six millions ol commerce transported annually over 
its waters demands that the necessity of improving the month of Old 
River, a tributary of the Mississippi River, be no longer considered of 
minor importance; be it 

Resolved, That the Mississippi River Commission, now in charge of 
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this work, be requested to have it dredged, as proposed, before the 
waters shall have fallen too low. 

Whereaa, The forty-six millions of commerce thnt passes over Its 
mouth annually demands that the needs of the mouth of Red River be 
no longer considered as of minor importance; therefore, be it 

Resolved, Thnt the Mississippi River 1 oramission. now in charge of 
this work, be requested to commence this year the work of dredging, 
before the waters get too low to accomplish the end designed. 

Mr. Searle, of Minnesota, ottered the following reso- 
lution, which whs read and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Bttoleed, 'that the construction and Improvement of the reservoir 
system of the upper Ui-sis'sippi River, now being prosecuted under the 
United Stares authorities, is necessary for the successful Improvement 
of the navigation of the Mississippi River, and should meet with liberal 
encourage men ti 

Mr, Phelps, of Minnesota, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the Committee on 

Resolutions: 

Whereas, The great loss of time an i destruction of steamboat and 
other property, resulting from H want of needful protection against 
disasters at the numerous bridges now spanning tlr: Mississippi River, 
demands the prompt action of thu Government, tinder whose authority 
these bridges haw \*;-» onistriicU'd; ther-fore, 

He-mired, That it is the sense of this convention that Congress should 

?irovide by appropriate legislation inr tlws remedy of these evils through 
he erection at each of the bridges oi slieabooms or other appropriate 
works adequate to the prevention of such disasters. 

Mr. Cabev, of Iowa, offered the following resolution, 
which whs read and referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions: 

Reeolved, That all work ordered by Congress for the improvement of 
the rivers of the United States be let by contract after due advertise- 
ment of such work. 

Mr. Chase, of Nebraska. I have a brief motion to make, 
which is embodied in a paper I have just handed to the 
Secretary, that the lion. JameB Laird, Member of Congress 
from Nebraska, be admitted to the convention, his creden- 
tials having just arrived. 

The President. It is so ordered. The Secretary desires 
to make a statement on behalf of the Executive Committee 
who called this convention into existence. 

The Secretary. I am requested by the Executive Com- 
mittee to make the following announcement: 

The Executive Committee on the improvement of the 
western water-ways, Which committee was created by the 
"wards of trade of the commercial cities of the Mississippi 
Valley as a permanent committee, has defrayed all the ex- 
incurred, and will publish in full the proceedings of 




this convention ; and this committee invites other boardi 
of trade not represented upon it to select and send to the 
Secretary the names of such persons as they may wish to 
have upon the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Phelps, of Minnesota. In the hope of expediting the 
business of this convention, I move that when we adjourn 
we adjourn to meet at four o'clock this afternoon to hear 
the report of the Committee on Resolutions. It was inti- 
mated to me by certain members of the committee that 
they thought they would be able to render their report by 
that hour. There are many here who desire to complete 
the work of the convention to-day. I do not believe any 
gentlemnn has the power to Bpeak for the convention on 
that subject, but at any rate I think we ought to make an 
effort to complete the business if we can. 

The President. The chair will state in that connection 
that he is informed that the committee hope to make their 
report by four or half-past four this afternoon. 

Mr. Francis, of Missouri. I move to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Minnesota so that it shall be that 
this convention do now adjourn until four o'clock. 

Mr. Phelps. I accept the amendment. 

The motion as amended was agreed to, and at 1 -.45 p. m ; 
the convention adjourned until 4 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The convention was called to order pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The President. "We nave no authentic information thus 
far from the Committee on Resolutions as to when they 
will be able to report to this convention. From what I 
have heard, I am of the opinion, unless some change has 
occurred, that they wilt hardly be able to report this after- 
noon. The convention is ready to receive any business in 
the way of resolutions or speeches. 

The following resolution ottered by Mr. Richard Sinnott, 
of Louisiana, a delegate from the Steamboat Captains' As- 
sociation, Was read and referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions: 

Whereas, Tile Red river, the third tributary of the Mississippi river 
In size, and the second in commercial importance, bearing upon itB 
bosom annually a commerce of more than fnrty million* >if dollars, has 
been practically closed to navigation for five mouths during the past 
season, and whereas the experience of the pasi season is the experience 
of several years successively, ami whereas this condition if affairs is 
occasioned by liars in ita mouth, which in turn have been caused by the 
Cessation of the flow of its waters to the Mississippi, which by reason 
Of the great increase of the Atthafalaya outlet now seeks the sea 
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through ttint outlet, which is actually absorbing all the waters o! 
river and threatens to divorce that river from the Mississippi, a condi- 
tion which would In: most calamitous lo the commerce of both those 
rivers, and would deprive a large portion of the people of Texas, Ar- 
kansas, Indian Territory and Louisiana, of iheir natural water-ways to 
the sea; and whereas Congress lias conferred juri-diction over the 
nionth of the Red river upon the Mississippi Rivev com mission, and 
has appropriated moneys to enable that commssion to deflect the 
waters of the Bed and Mississippi rivere from the Atchafalaya river ; 
and whereas no attempt of a serious nature has been made to accom- 
plish this result, therefore be it 

Iteming, That we call moat earnestly tin- attention of Congress to 
the condition of the month of the Bed river, and respect I it l!y, but 
urgently, ask that special pmvision he made in the next hill appropri- 
ating moneys for the Mississippi river For- the immediate contraction of 
the Atchafalaya at its point i-f • titlet or ilivcri,-eiicc from the Red river 
fo that the waters of that river shall no longer be absorbed by the At- 
ehafalaya, but shall he forced to seek outlet to toe Mississippi river 
over and through its old channel, which will result in "ashing away 
the bars that have formed at. bs mouth, and thus unfetter its commerce 
and permit it to pass in and out of the bed river to and from i he Miss- 
issippi, and thus restore fully it* connection with the sea by way of 
that great highway of commerce. 

Mr. Hill, of Arkansas. I offer the following resolution; 

Whereas, The interests at stake demand of Congress that no efforts 
shall be spared t>> make tl:c Mississippi river and its tributaries navi- 
gable at all seasons, no nn thods looking to that end should be over- 
looked, and no experiments promising lavorable results should lie 
omitted; therefore be it 

Resolved, Th t the outlet -yst<ni should be tried, and a commission 
of engineers from the a: toy he appointed lo examine into the feasibility 
of connecting Lake Erie with the, upper Ohio river, as a means of pro- 
moting overflows and furnishing water to I hat stream. 

I desire to say, without making a speech, that my informa- 
tion is that the Ohio river, at Marietta, rises and falls fifty 
feet, and that Lake Erie is but twenty-five feet above the 
low water mark of that river. Therefore, if these facts be 
true, a ditch — not a canal with locks — from the Ohio river 
to Lake Erie would give outlet to the waters of the Ohio 
when it rises above twenty-five feet, and would give an in- 
let to the Ohio river whenever the waters were below that 
mark. If we are given in that way twenty-five feet of 
water in the Ohio, it will add ten feet to the water in the 
Mississippi river. I think it is a matter that this conven- 
tion can very well afford to call to the attention of Con- 
gress. 

The President. The resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions : 

Mr. Converse, of Louisiana. I offer the following reso- 
lution : 
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Resolved, That the delegation from each State send up to the « 
■y the name and residence of the Chai iman of such delegation. 



Mr. Chase, of Nebraska. I move a suspension of the 
rules and that the resolution be put upon its passage. 

The motion was agreed to and the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. Francis, of Missouri. I understand from a member 
of the Committee on Resolutions that that committee has 
been unable to agree and has adjourned until 6 o'clock. I 
therefore move that when this convention adjourn it be 
until eight o'clock to-night, and that the Secretary of this 
meeting be instructed to inform the Committee on Reso- 
lutions that we have adjourned until eight o'clock, and 
Bhall expect a report at that time even if w« have to have 
a majority and a minority report. A great many of us are 
here from a distance and would like to expedite the busi- 
ness. We are all ImsineBs men. If the committee cannot 
agree let us settle it in the convention. 

The Secretary. In securing this hall we were unable to 
get it for any evening this week, so that if we adjourn it 
will have to be until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Chandler, of Missouri. I move to amend the mo- 
tion by requiring the committee to report to-morrow 
morning at nine o'clock and that we adjourn until then. 

Mr. Francis. I accept- the amendment. 

Mr. Dodge, of Iowa. I move as a substitute that we 
adjourn until ten o'clock to-morrow morning. I under- 
stand that this committee has referred the whole subject 
to a sub-committee. Let us give them time, and have a 
unanimous report here. 

The President. There are two motions before the 
House, one is that we adjourn until to-morrow morning at 
nine o'clock, and the other is that we adjourn until to- 
morrow morning at ten o'clock, and request that the com- 
mittee report at that time. The vote will be taken on the 
first question. Gentlemen who are desirous of adjourning 
until nine o'clock will vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. Berry, of Minnesota. I desire to make a motion 
that will in no way interfere with the motion now before 
the House, but if the motion now pending is passed I shall 
be deprived of the opportunity. I will state the point. 
Hon. Mark H. Donnell, the first president of the Missis- 
sippi River Improvement Convention that was held at St. 
Louis, is in the city, and I think it highly proper that he 
should be iuvited to a sent upon the platform in this con- 
vention. 

The President. If there are no objections the Chair 
will put this motion before calling for a vote on the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 
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The morion was agreed to without objection. 

The President. The question ib now on an adjourn- 
ment until nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Francis. I move that when we do adjourn we ad- 
journ until ten o'clock to-morrow morning,' and that the 
Secretary of this convention be instructed to inform the 
Committee on Resolutions that we shall expect a report 
from them at that time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Calhoun, of Arkansas. Gen. J. Floyd King, who 
has taken a very active interest in the subject which the 
convention is considering is present, and I move that he be 
invited to address the convention. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Hon. J. Floyd King, of Louisiana. Mr. President and 
gentlemen of the convention ; My friends of the Mississippi 
Valley, I did not ccme here to make a speech. I only 
came to see face to face the men who are interested in 
this great work of Mississippi River improvement, and to 
congratulate them upon being residents of that great 
valley which I think the grandest area of industry and 
which I believe will have in the future the greatest people 
upon this planet. 

A few years ago it was difficult to get any concert of 
action on this grandest of all the great works undertaken 
bythe Government. Now I see before me a body of men, 
a Congress from the Mississippi Valley, not simply asking, 
but demanding their rights. I would like to talk indi- 
vidually with all of you. 

I suppose it is becoming to state here some of the steps 
that have been already taken in this work of improvement. 
Six sessions ago the Federal Congress bad not passed the 
Mississippi river hill. Under the energies of the leading 
men of the House, Mr. Garfield, foremost among them, that 
measure became a law. That year, one million of dollars 
was appropriated for this work, and $175,000 for the surveys. 
The following year a similar sum was appropriated to con- 
tinue those surveys, and the next Congress appropriated 
$4,110,000. The following session you all know the fate of 
the River and Harbor bill, in which the appropriation for 
the Mississippi river was incorporated. 

The President of the United States, becoming alive to this 
great interest, has sent to Congress two messages urging 
that special appropriations be made for the improvement of 
the Mississippi. At the opening of this session of Congress 
you know what has been done. 



But, gent lei 



, that is not yet what is to he done 



policy nf the (government is to be absolutely and entirely 
confirmed on this line; and I know of no more important 
ntep that could have been taken in this direction than for 
you to have come here in the manner in which you have 
come, Tou are men respected in the States from which you 
come, men representing the intelligence and having the 
confidence of the people of that great section. You come 
here and tell Us at the very doors of Cougress, that what 
has been done is well done, and that that doing must be 
continued until we reach the ultimate consummation and 
blessing of this great work. (Applause.) I welcome you 
to Washington. 

Mr- Charlton, of Tennessee. I move that the Hon. A. 
8. Colyar, of Tennessee, one of the vice-presidents of this 
convention, be requested to address the conveution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Coylah, of Tennessee. Gentlemen of the convention; 
I am not ill the habit of speaking except on particular sub- 
jects. Lawyers trained to discuss particular questions do 
not like to make general speeches. I have a friend here, 
however, a gentleman from Memphis, and I want the con- 
vention to invite him to make my speech. I refer to Mr. 
Turner. 

Calls of " Turner," " Turner." 

Mr. Thknkii, of Tennessee. I will promise my friend, 
Mr. i '"llyer, this: I have the honor and pleasure of being a 
member of the Committee on Resolutions, and I think it is 
more than propable that I will have a good deal of talking 
to do to-morrow, and however humble my remarks may be, 
however devoid of eloquence, that 1 will make the old flag 
float over this couutry, or we will have a voice go to Con- 

fress that will plaintly tell them what we come here for. 
presume I am the most modest man that ever lived upon 
the banks of the groat Mississippi. (Applause.) I have 
always felt in my heart that it would be out of place when 
there were so many statesmen, so many giant intellects in 
the land, that I should assume to dictate their manner of 
thought or mode of speech. I have got to wrestle with the 
resolutions to-night. I have got to analyze them. I have 

fot to disentangle them. When I get through, me thinks 
will feel like the little boy who said,-- 
Now I liy me down to Bleep, 

1 pr.ij the Lord my soul to keep, 
It t should dio before I wake. 
Another resolution I 8' 



teep, 

[11 take- 
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To be on no committee of this kind again. (Applause and 
laughter.) We have had a good deal of social amusement, 
and we have had a little excitement in the committee. I 
tell out with a committee man from Alabama, simply be- 
cause he was for the samethint* that I was, but he wanted to 
disadvocate Borne of my doctrines. We made friends again, 
however. To-morrow we are going to meet here, and I 
want to say in all seriousness that I have discovered in my 
penetrations through Washington city, that there are four 
different elements of men in t his convention, four different 
elements of men in this community, and four different 
elements of men in all communities within the con- 
fines of the Federal Government, and they bicker and they 
snicker, some want this, some want that, and at last all 
want the same thing. For instance you will find some men 
waving the bloody shirt. A man up north will wave the 
bloody shirt, and a man down south will float the bull- 
dozer's red flag. Look at those men. Fxamine them as I 
have examined them, and you will find the northern hloody- 
Bhirter to be a man who says he don't want anything from 
the southern country to succeed, and the southern bull-dozer 
to be a man who says he don't want anything from the 
northern country to succeed. They both have similar char- 
acteristics. The bull-dozer of the south never bull-dozed 
anybody in his life except a dead nigger or a blind yankee, 
and the bloody shirt man of the north, upon the other hand, 
having no sympathy with the common run of christian men, 
like myself, (laughter) shakes the bloody shirt simply be- 
cause he has nothing else to shake. (Laughter.) These 
are two elements of the country. Then, again, you rind the 
patriot of the north, and the patriot of the south. Where- 
ever you find a northern man who, when the star-spangled 
banner was trailing almost in the dust braved the etorni of 
battle and fell down and poured out his blood for his 
country, that man is my friend to-day. (Applause.) Where- 
ever you find a man who carri«d the Hag of the confederacy, 
who believed in his heart, " I am right," and who fought 
upon the bloody field of carnage hand to hand and heart to 
heart against his Federal foenian, you find that man to be 
your friend. (Applause.) But the men who lived on 
moss in the south, who laid out behind the woods, and who 
never smelled gunpowder except when they put it in their 
whiskey to make it fiery, those men are the bull-dozers of 
to-day. They are the men you have heard of. Those are 
the two elements. 

We Northerners and Southerners are united. I married 
10 
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a yankee woman. [Laughter.] I felt there was a necessity 
for it. [Laughter.] If you will indulge nie in a personal 
reference 1 will say that I was boru and bred with very 
little bread, I hud to raise myself on a bottle. I learned 
the printing business when I was quite a boy. I was not 
able to go to school for a quarter of a century. I hud to 
work for a living. But I tried to learn as much as I could, 
and I listeued to the words of men who were smarter than 
I was and caught what they said and what they forgot. 

You have beard about the youngest man ever elected to 
Congress. I am the youngest man that was ever elected to 
Congress, I waB only tweuty-iive years and three months 
old when I came to Congress, but I was shut out by the 
Sherman bill because I could not take the iron-clad oath. I 
thought I was as loyal a man as the world ever produced 
since Andrew Johnson's proclamation. They did not 
lieve it, and so I had to pay my expenses home again 
now proclaim myself as loyal a man as ever lived. 

I hope the remarks that I may have to make to-morrow 
will be brief. I never bored a convention in my life, because 
that is one nf the things I have been careful to avoid. 
Whenever I think a crowd is tired I always have sense 
enough to sit dowu ; and I always find when I get to talk- 
ing if I do not talk too long nobody gets tired. I therefore 
thank you very cordially for your attention, and especially 
thank my friend, Mr. Colyar, for inviting me to speak. I 
promise you I will make a better speech to-morrow when 
we come to the true issue, the improvement of the great 
Father of Waters and its navigable tributaries, when we 
come to send the echo of thirty million of people into the 
halls of Congress. [Groat applause.] 

At this point (5 o'clock p. m.) the convention adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 
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THIKD DAY.— MORN'ING SESSION. 



Washington, D. C, Feb. 7, 1884. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The President. If there are no objections we will dis- 
pense with the reading of the minutes of yesterday. 

Mr. Colyak, of Tennessee. I move that this convention 
invite Judge L. C. Houk, M. C, of Tennessee, to a seat on 
the platform. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Phelps, of Minnesota. Before the report of the 
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Committee on Resolutions is offered I ask leave to offer two 
or three resolutions. 

The President. If there are no objections the resolutions 
will lie received. 

Mr. Phelps. They are of a character which deserves the 
attention of the convention. I will read them. 

Resolved, Thiit the thank* «( this eon volition are eminentlydue and 
are hereby gratefully tendered to C. C. Wiltard, of the Ebbht House, 
for the Einluituous use of one of hie rooms as the headquarters of the 
Executive Committee since the 1st of January last, and of his parlors 
for meetings of several of the delegations and committees. 

Like acknowledgments are also tendered to 0. G. Staples, 
Esq., of Willard's Hotel, for similar favors. 

Resolved, That we likewise hereby express our high appreciation of 
the generous eoui'ies>i<-s extended lo the convention l>y the honorable 
Commission its ->f (he District of Columbia, ami especially to the Hoii. 
J, R. West for his cordial and scholarly address of welcome at the 
opening of the convention. 

Resolved, That the daily press of the city of Washington are entitled 
to the thanks of the convention and of the people ot the country for 
the liberal space given to the proceedings ol Ibis convention. 

Mr. Clare, of Missouri. I move a suspension of the rules 
and the adoption of the resolutions. 

The motion was agreed to and the resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee. I otter the following resolution, 
and move its adoption : 

Rtsolved, That the thanks ot this convention be extended to our 
youthhil pages tor the efficient mid gentlemanly manner in which they 
have attended to their duty, and that the Secretary be requested to re- 
member them substantially. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Francis, (if Missouri. I see several members of Con- 
gress in our midst. While I am not desirous of makingany 
invidious election, I move that all members of Congress, 
attending the meeting of this body, be invited to seats on 
the platform. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Missouri. The Committee on Eesolu- 
tions are ready to report. (Applause.) 

The President. Gentlemen of the convention, I have 
pleasure in introducing Hon. Henry Hitchcock, of Missouri, 
Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions. (Applause.) 

Mr. Hitchcock. I am instructed to lay before you the 
unanimous report of the committee, (Applause.) 

Your Committee on Resolutions having carefully con- 
sidered tlie.various resolutions refered to them respectfully 
BUbmit for your consideration the following : 
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Senolved, ]. That the interests for which this con Ten Hon it 
thorized to Speak are entitled in the highest degree to consideration 
Irom the National I.rgMaMire, lo which is entrusted by Ihe Constitu- 
tion *ns well the regulation of commerce between the Stall's as the 
promotion of the general welfare. (Applause ) The domestic com- 
merce aflectd I is ill ready one-half that of the whole United States, 
more than twelve times greater than the total foreign commerce of 
the nation and larger than the total foreign commerce of the world. 
Upon this vast commerce has been levied, year by year, a direct and 
wasteful tax, enormous in amount, by way of increased freights, in- 
surance, demurrage, wrecks and repairs, caused by sand-bars, snags, 
treacherous banks and other obstacles to the safe and easy navigation 
of the Mississippi Hiver and its navigable tributaries. No exercise of 
the power of Congress can be more legitimate or more just than the 
relief of that commerce, and of the immense and varied industries 
which support it, from such needless burdens, by removing those ob- 
stacles to navigation. (Applause.) To have acquired these great water- 
ways and the vast territory which they drain was the triumph of early 
American statesmanship. To restrain their mighty flioris and direct 
their resistless energies is the achievement of its latest science. It is 
for the statesmanship of to-day to complete that triumph by calling 
that science permanently toils aid. 

2. That we earnestly reaffirm the declaration »f the River Improve- 
ment Convention which met ut St. Louis in October, 1881, that it is 
the manifest and Imperative iluty of the Government of the United 
States to cause to he made sncli improvement of the Mississippi River 
and its navigable tributaries as shall permanently secure the safe and 
easy navigation thereof. Especially is 'his duty obvious and our de- 
mand justified in view of the donations already made by Congress In 
land, amounting to near!) 2on,(i()0,ni.O acivs, and in bonds issued or 
guaranteed nearly B»,000,00O, more in aid of artificial highways, the 
property of individuals, and which even at lowest rates must furnish the 
most costly form of transportation on a large scale, as compared with 
appropriations not yet. one-tenth so great in all. for the improvement 
of more than 15.00(5 miles of natural water-ways, whose freedom from 
tax or monopoly is protected by constitution;:! iinsiranlees, while in 
Cheaper service and unrest ricti ■<! competition (bey :i floret the most efll- 
cieiit check upon exorbitant charges by any other route to the sea. 
(Applause.) 

3. That we also emphatically approve the creation by Congress of 
the Mississippi River Commission, as the lirsl weil-eonsidered anrl ef- 
fectual step towards completely and permanently opening the Missis- 
sippi Valley to the markets of the world. The work of that Commis- 
sion has passed out of the region of experiment, and has fully justified 
the expenditure made and plans, adopted for the impiov ment of the 
lower liver. We especially approve their plans for preserving to the 
main river all the water of all its tributaries, and for removing all ob- 
structions, whether natural or artificial, whieli may lend to deflect or 
draw oft' any poition of the same. (Applause.) We also declare that 
thesystcm now being successfully prosecuted under the direction of 
the Secretary of War for the improvement of the Upper Mississippi 
meets with general approval. In the judgment of this convention 
the said improvr merits oonlit to be continued under the same system, 
general plans and jurisdiction respectively as at present. (Applause.) 
We also earnestly urge upon Congress that the scientific and compre- 
hensive System of river improvement, by a competent commission, 
thus inaugurated as to the Mississippi should be applied without delay 
to the complete and permanent improvement of the Mississippi, the 
Ohio and other navigable rivers. And a true economy dictates that 
all such work should be carried! on by liberal and regular appropri- 
ations. (Applause.) 




4. That in the interest ol cheap transportation and to afford a 
choice of water-routes to the tea-board, we regard connections be- 
tween the navigable Waters of the Upper Mississippi ami iho great 
lakes as ol great importance, ami that Congress in making appropri- 
tione ought to have regard to the establishment of free water com- 
munication between the valley of the great river of the west and tide 
water of the east. In accordance with the recommendation heretofore 
made by the President of the United States In his special message ou 
this subject. (Applause.) 

5. That we desire to express our cordial appreciation and acknowl- 
edgment of the broad and patriotic viewi expressed and the important 
services rendered to the improvement of the water-ways of the west 
by the President of the United State! In his official acts and' declara- 
tions, from the time of his accession to that high office. [Applause.] 

6. We also recognize the wisdom of Congress in the appropriations 
heretofore nisde for the inipiMvetiirol of the rivers of the west; at the 
game time observing with satisfaction the recent recommendation of 
the Senate Select Committee on thp Mississippi River Improvement, 
that " If the work of improvement be worth doing, it is worth doing 
well, and that to secure thoroughness, permanency and economy in 
its pTOsee.ution, a uniform system should be adopted and adhered* 
to." [Applause.] 

7. That we also recognize with great satisfaction the benefit,-; which 
have- resulted to the navigation of the Mississippi River and its prin- 
ciple tributaries from the extension of the light-house system thereto; 
and renew the hope that the number of districts and lights therein may 
be increased to such extent ;ts Llie Light-house Board, in consultation 
with the River Commission, shall find necessary to render such service 
completely efficient. [Applause.] 

8. that we approve the action of the Executive Committee on the 
improvement of the western water-ways, and reouest that it continue 
its labors in the direction and for the purposes for which it hag been 
formed, until the Mississippi I'.ivci- mm its navigable tributaries are In 
Such condition as the safety of the people and the interests of com- 
merce demand and deserve- And said committee are authorized and 
requested to take proper Bteps for presenting to Congress a suitable 
memorial in the sense of the I or ego! Qg resolutions, and for publishing 
and distributing the proceedings of litis convention. 

Mr. Hitchcock. The committee also have prepared a 
supplemental report, which will be presented by Mr. Braekett, 
the secretary of the committee. 

Mr. Brackett, of Illinois. Gentlemen, I would Btate 
that this report is also unanimous. [Applause.] 

Tour committee, by way of supplemental report State that they have 
given thoughtful attention to the various resolutions ottered to the con- 
vention intended to remedy the dangers of navigation resulting from 
improper bridging of the western rivers, and iilso to the imperfect and 
endanertd harbors in the friablu hanks ut Vicksburg and other towns 
and cities of the lower Mississippi. 

Your committee, however, deem Lite matters embraced in the first 
set of resolutions to belong to the police power of the govern meat, 
Which should he earnestly invoked to remove any artificial obstrtttions 
to the navigation of ourrivers; while the latter resolution* pertain to 
matters clearly embraced within the powers of the River Commission, 
to be exercised as soon as pratieabie. 

Your committee consider most, favorably the suggestions contained 
In both sets of resolutions, but do not deem litem appropriate matters 
for action by way ol general resolution, preferring to call special atten- 






II. 111 If. I linn In tli |HHii|i|il<niM!n till ri<|H)i-l., mill uni (Mulithig Mi at the pro- 

tmr ofllMrl of ill'' giivni'iinmNt will (alt* ftppFDftrlktl Step* In relation to 
Iih MOM, 

This repnrl is signed by all the, members of the committee 
except. Mr. I>nivii, wbu edueurred with the views therein 
•XpMlMd) lint Wll ohligod to leave bufore the report was 
nignod. 

Thi rraortaof i .in* Oommtt tot on Etmolntion were nnaoi- 
i\ laoptod by ftoolanurtion amid gnat applause. 

Mr ('iii.vau, of TonnOHM Mr, President, I move that 
linn \, 0, lli'iik, Of TeDHMHO, O0 invited to ftddrees. the 
.■uiiv.'iilion. 

Tim motion wuh agreed to. 

Mr. llmiK. Mr. I'ruwidont.iviiil gentlemen of the 
(ion I oonfOH to UO small degree of embarrassment id ap- 
pearing before so large, to intelligent, ami so good-looking 
it body of mon (liniglili'r.) Tlio reason for this may be that 
I uni eillier fortunately or it 11 fortunately a member of 
another body thai I am Nl to say is not half so good-look- 
ing as the otic 1 am now iiddrossiiig ( laughter.) 

1 have no ipMoh to miike. ll i* unnecessary to make a 
iptOOh "hero such iiiiniiiinily of sentiment and [id r pose 
[a shown by the report of the Committee on Reso- 
lutions just read, ami that unanimous vote by which the 

rtpori wm tdoptM. 

Km 1 will say, that were I ti member of this convention. I 
could not ihiiiK of lint one amendment, that I would like 
to have seen made lo the report which has just been read. 
mid I will mention that. The tributaries of the Mississippi 
WO mentioned in an indefinite way by saying "tile priiiei- 
pal tributaries." [ think it is a duty that the Congress of 
the I'nited States owes to t lie people to give such liberal 
appropriations for the improvement of tin- rivers of this 
country as that ovary navigable stream on this continent 
may he improved to bettor float the commerce of the coun- 
try to the markets of the world (applause.) 

Since I have had the honor of serving in Congress, it hits 
always been a part ft' my labor ff love to aid in seeming 
appromiat ions for t be purpose of opening up the tributaries 
as well M the Mississippi itself; because let me suggest, 
that while the Missis- p; ■ is of more importance than any 
v>ther river, on account of its grand proportions and its 
capacity to fliwi the COUMMWO of the country, vet every 
stream is important which is navigable, whether it he long 
or short, htwtd or deep, so long as it is capable of tbwting 
the commerce of the community which it drains, and 
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tributes to the importance of that great stream known as 
the Mississippi and adds to the wealth of the country by 
floating the commerce from the interior portions of the 
communities from whence it flows on to that stream to add 
to its wealth, its commerce, and its importance ; and while 
I, for one, shall vote for the most liberal appropriations for 
the Mississippi, (Applause,) I shall vote for equally liberal 
appropriations, in proportion, for all its tributaries, every 
one of which 1 am convinced will add to the importance of 
the main stream. 

I am very much pleased — better than I expected to be — 
with the report of the committee. From what I have read in 
the papers, I did not look for such a result. The truth is, 
that on reading the proceedings as reported in the papers 
this morning, I concluded that this was a local convention 
and that it was confined almost exclusively, if not exclu- 
sively to one stream, the Mississippi. I came here for the 
purpose of listening, and of suggesting, if it became neces- 
sary, that any River and Harbor Bill that came before the 
Congress of the United States, without recognizing the 
smaller inland streams, the tributaries to this great high- 
way, those which are in fact navigable and capable of be- 
ing made navigable, would receive an antagonism that 
might defeat the whole measure. 

You gentlemen of the convention, coming from the lo- 
calities that you do, are all right in your views ; but do not 
flatter you rselves that everybody else thinks about the Mis- 
sissippi improvements just as you do. You will find that 
you will have antagonisms to overcome. Therefore I make 
the suggestion that you do not narrow the scope of your 
energies so as to create antagonisms in localities where they 
. may endanger the success of your great enterprise ; because 
if these appropriations — and I am glad they are not, accord- 
ing to the recommendations of the report, are to be con- 
fined to one particular stream alone, we who live out in the 
mountains and have small rivers that we want to improve, 
will begin to kick and will kick hard. 

I have said much more than I intended to say. I did not 
come here for the purpose of enlightening this body. I do 
not feel myself competent to do so. . But I do feel that the 
suggestions which I have made ought to have been made 
and I have taken the responsibility of making them. I 
will conclude, in the language of Emerson Ethridge: If I 
have said anything that I ought not to have said, just con- 
sider that I would not. have said it if I had thought ; and 
if I have omitted anything that ought to have been said, I 
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give you ray word I would say it if I could think of it. I 
thank you and will say no more. [Applause.] 

Mr. Shields, of Missouri. I move that we call upon Gen. 
William II. Hatch, of Missouri, who is known throughout 
the State as the silver-tongued orator of Missouri, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Hatch. Mr. President and gentlemen of the 
vention: I shall not oft'er any apology for making a shoi 
speech, or any speech at all. I have never been known to 
apologize for making a speech in favor of the improvement 
of the great water-ways of the Mississippi Valley, (Ap- 
plause.) 

I desire to congratulate you, Mr. President, and members 
of this convention, one and all, on the unanimity and the 
strength of the work you have done to-day, (Applause.) 
That it will have its effect upon the Congress of the United 
States, I have not a doubt, for the Congress of the United 
States, if true to itself, reflects the sentiment of the great 
business interests of the country. No greater interest can 
come before Congress than the improvement of the Mississ- 
ippi river and its navigable tri butanes; and while we have 
quarrelled and fought upon the floor of the House for years 
over the question whether the Mississippi river and its 
tributaries shall be separated in an appropriation bill from 
the other great improvements of the country, the sea coast 
and the lake coast and the minor streams, it has never made 
any difference to me where they placed the appropriation 
for the improvement. of the Mississippi River Believing 
that that was right, I have always voted for the River and 
Harber Bill, and let the men who heaped the other appro- 
priations upon it take the responsibility for so doing. (Ap- 
plause.) It may be that during this session the appropria- 
tion for the Mississippi River will be in a general River 
and Harbor Bill ; and it may be that gentlemen living in 
the Mississippi Valley as they have done heretofore may 
see a small mote of three or four thousand dollars for 
Block Island, or some other little harbor on the Atlantic 
coast, and, folding the mantle around them may say: 
"There is a steal in that Bill, and I cannot vote for it." 
But I have never yet seen a River and Harbor Bill 
framed by the Congress of the United States that I did 
not believe was fairly right, and whenever it recognizes 
the Mississippi River it shall always have my support. 
(Applause.) Gentlemen of the convention, improve that 
grand stream. What nation on the face of the living earth 
except America, if she owned the valley of the Mississippi 
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River, but would long sim-e have controlled every drop of 
water that falls into the channel from the lakes to the 
Gulf! (Applause.) I reiterate here what I have said on 
the floor of the House of Representatives, that it', in my 
judgment, it required the building of a granite wall from 
St. Paul to New Orleans on each side of that river, :md we 
had to transport that granite from New England, I would 
vote to do it, so help me GJ-od ! (Great applause and 
cheering. ) 

Mr. Clark, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I move that 
we now invite the lion. Mark H. Dunnell to address this 
convention. 

The motion waB agreed to. 

Mr. Dussell. Gentlemen of the convention : I thank 
you for the honor of addressing you, although it will be 
but for a moment. I came into your hall as you were 
passing unanimously upon the reports which have been 
presented to this convention. For the first time, per- 
haps, in the history of the Mississippi River Improvement 
Convention, those reports were unanimously adopted. I 
felt at the moment that something had been achieved 
worthy of this great convention. I think you may con- 
gratulate yourselves that in closing up the labors of this 
convention, representing as it does all the great States of 
the west, you have arrived unanimously at one tina! con- 
clusion that of itself will go very far towards commending 
your labors to the careful consideration of Congress. (Ap- 
plause.) 

I thank you, gentlemen, for the invitation which you 
extended to me yesterday to Bit upon the platform. Two 
years ago last October it was my pleasure and honor to 
preside over the convention that was held in the city of 
St. Louis. I felt then that we were where we ought to 
be. I felt then that we were in the great center of the 
west, and that we were compelled to breathe in the real 
sentiments that ought to control and fuse and hold together 
the great convention that that was. But since I came 
into this hall this morning, I have felt that it was well 
that this convention had had its session in Washington. 
When I first learned that the Mississippi River Conven- 
tion was to be held in the city of Washington, I wondered, 
I queried, I doubted. But when I read the papers of yes- 
terday and of to-day and saw in them the statistics, the 
data, the facts that have been brought out by this conven- 
tion and by the Ohio River Commission, I felt that this 
portion of the grand Republic ought to read in the morn- 
11 



all these facts, and all these 



j papers all these data, 
statistics. (Applause.) The fact is, that the River Im- 
provement Conventions heretofore that liave been held iu 
the west have been reported by western papers and the 
western people have read the proceedings of those con- 
ventions ; but too little has been read by the people of 
the east, and too little do the people of the east understand 
the magnitude and importance of thie convention aud the 
conventions of like character which have preceded it. 
"When the questions such as have been before you are 
understood by all the people, there will be no hesitancy in 
making the appropriations -which are needed to carry out 
these great improvements. (Applause.) I have been 
gratified as a western man at the steady improvement in 
the east touching these questions that we are here to dis- 
cuss and consider at this time. We have been latterly 
obtaining more and more friends from the east in favor of 
these western river improvements. The men of the east 
have begun to see that their interests and our interests are 
alike. I believe in a conservative policy, and yet, an ag- 
gressive and a bold policy. Fov twelve years in Congress 
I voted consecutively, year after year, for a River and 
Harbor bill, not simply as a western man, but as an Ameri- 
can citizen, believing that as the west prospers the east 
shall prosper ; aud that if the west prospers and the east 
prospers, we all will rejoice in the prosperity of a common 
country. (Applause.) Tou are about to adjourn. I have 
no vote this winter to give in Congress for a River and 
Harbor bill, yet among those with whom I have served 
perchance my voice may not be without avail. Assured, 
then, gentlemen, may you be, that whatever may be the 
ultimate action of the River and Harbor Committee- 
there is a new committee now— and the Committee on 
Commerce — there will be such action on the part of Con- 
gress as shall meet the wishes and expectations of this con- 
vention. (Applause.) I therefore am not without con- 
gratulation, Mr. President, that this convention has been 
held here at the capital of the nation. My friend who has 
just addressed you, (Gen. Hatch,) and who by some strange 
freak of fancy is often mistaken for myself, has a vote to 
give this winter. (Applause.) His voice aud his vote will 
be in harmony. I congratulate the State of Missouri that 
he has a seat upon the floor of the House ; and I congratu- 
late that State upon its representative who presides over 
this convention. (Applause.) I feel that the convention 
have done well in thus recoguizing you, Mr. President, 












who have always been among the foremost in these great 
works. (Applause.) 

Mr. Chash, of Nebraska. I have a resolution that I 
think should be passed before we adjourn. The Secretary 
will read it. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

Resolved. That a committee of five be appointed, the, chairman of 
which ahull be the Chairman o[ this convention, ami a member of 
which shall In- this hwi'.retavy i>t the convention, to present the resolu- 
tions unanimously ai|'']n.'i by Ibis convention to Congress, and urge 
favorahle action by that hotly concerning the sentiments embodied in 
the same. 

The President. The Chair ia of opinion that the reso- 
lutions reported from the Committee on Resolutions will 
cover that point. It is left in the hands of the committee 
to make suitable preparations to present the action of the 
convention to Congress. 

Mr. Chase. Very well. That will serve the same pur- 
pose. 

Call was made for an address from Mr. Turner, of Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. Titrner. Mr. President and gentlemen of the con- 
vention : It is certainly a source of pleasure to me, as I 
feci that it must be to you, to realize the succeBs that has 
attained the atforts of this convention in behalf of the 
great national project of developing the great water-ways 
of the country. I feel, indeed, that there has been a 
blending of the eastern horizon with the magnificent 
golden tints of the west, and that the cool breezes of the 
north fan the tropics of the south. We have indeed 
worked and labored with zeal, with energy and with in- 
telligence for the consummation of the grandest object 
ever conceived by the brain of American statesmanship. 
(Applause.) 

Did it ever occur to you to revert to the history of the 
past and find in the living present an emulatioti magnifi- 
cent in its application ? We are told by the Buddhist that 
once there came Famine in the laud and that even the 
birds of the air flew from place in such of food until they 
fell by the wayside dead from starvation and thirst ; and 
that the beasts of the forest travelled among the sand- 
hills and the sand-valleys in vain search for some kind of 
nurture. This occasiou reminds me to some extent of the 
story that is so beautifully told in the Light of Asia by 
Mr, Arnold, We have been in this country for a long 
titne. Dissensions have sprang up among us. We have 
divided our households time and again, and the dark clouds 
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have lowered over ub, yet to be succeeded by the bright 
rays of returning sunshine. (Applause.) The events of 
twenty years ago, gentlemen of the convention, engendered 
what we all regret to say was sectionalism. Father be- 
came divided with mother, brother became divided with 
brother, and sister became divided with sister. Our whole 
country was shaken from center to circumference, and the 
spirit of sectionalism went on until it almost threatened to 
become like the battle-axe of him of the Lion Heart to de- 
stroy the grand old flag of a thousand victories. But at 
last there is a growing, a living, and a breathing national 
ism that is springing up in the hearts of the people of this 
country that will give us the magnificent emulation so 
beautifully presented by Mr. Arnold iu his Light of Asia. 

When famine came, when starvation came, whenever 
everything was dying because there was no living souri 
from which it could be fed, the Buddhist doctrine tells 
that there stood one behind the bush, and as the grand old 
lionesB came with her cubs nurturing at her dugB, she fell 
weary and worn by the wayside. He who stood behind the 
bush was a living child of God's Eternal Brotherhood. He 
looked upon the famine before him, he looked upon the de- 
vastation of Nature, and at last proclaimed these sentiments: 
There should be no division upon God's great earth. There 
should be no division between man and man, but all should 
have nurture, one eternal and living brotherhood from one 
end of the world to the other. (Applause.) And so with 
those sentiments uppermost iu his heart he looked and 
listened to the groanings of the wild eyeed monarch of the 
forest. He saw her turn an d gaze upon her starveling cubs. 
He looked toward Heaven to see if there were not some 
bright ray of sunshine coming from God himself to tell that 
there might be relief for these suffering, hungering brutes 
of the forest. It came not, though the sun shone beauti- 
fully. At last, knowingno animal, knowing no EaBt, know- 
ing no West and looking at all alike, he hurled himself from 
the bushes and said: "By the Eternal Brotherhood that 
should live in the human heart, feed your starvelings, 0, 
lioness, upon my body, and let God take care of my soul!' 
Applause.) 

Ho, gentlemen, with the proceedings of this convention. 
Wherever famine has been in our land, wherever sectional 
Btrife ha a sprung up in our land, wherever devastation 
touched our land, let us now unite and in one stentorian 
voice of thirty millions of people who are represented in 
this convention, let us comeout from the bushes of section- 
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ftlism, and with an echo's echo that will echo over the echo 
of American liberty throw ourselves into the halls of Con- 
gress and say "As you see devastation coming to your land 
because there is lack of water-ways, let us open the great 
water-way and its smaller veins and streams, that we may 
have the commerce of the world floating upon its bosom, 
and that we may have prosperity that will thus be within 
• our reach." (Applause.) Who could not unite upon a 
brotherhood of that kind? We are here from the great 
West, from the North and from the South, we are one peo- 
ple. We worship one God (that is those of us who wor- 
ship at all), and we all live under one flag. You may talk 
about a man being a Union man or a Southern man or a 
rebel, or this, or that, or the other, but there is a great living 
principle in the heart of every one, after you wipe away 
the prejudices, after you take away the clouds that have 
lowered upon us. Let him gaze upon that flag, and let him 
remember that that is the rockings of the Goddess of Lib- 
erty herself. Call him rebel or call him what you may, let 
a foreigner undertake to tear a fold or pluck a, star from 
that flag, and the heart of every man causes him to spring 
to the rescue. It is the great principle of nationalism that 
should ever live in the hearts of all this people. (Applause.) 
The Congress of the United States is composed of dift'ei ent • 
elements. There is my friend Judge Houck, from my own 
State. I had the pleasure of meeting him this morning and . 
I must say there is not a cleverer gentleman in the world. * 
We agree upon everthing except one point. He thinks 
that he is smarter than I am and I think I am smarter than 
he is. (Laughter.) That is a very simple illustration but 
nevertheless it is true. (Laughter.) Just such things as 
that cause more dissension to the country than anything 
else. 

Mr. Colyar, of Tennessee. The question down in Ten- 
nessee is not which is the smarter man, but which is the 
more modest man. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Turner. Gentlemen of the convention, on yester- 
day that great principle was illustrated. We had in the 
Committee on Resolutions many voices. There was bicker- 
ing here and bickering there. One gentleman thought the 
report ought to be thus, and another that it ought to be so; 
and yet we all had in our hearts that great living idea of 
improving the Mississippi river. It really reminded me of 
an anecdote when I saw the bickerings that were going on, 
until we finally, with unanimous voice, agreed upon a grand 
and comprehensive report. 



There was an Irishman. By the way, I do not mean any 
insult to that nation, because I am unfortunately tinctured 
very much with the blood. This is only for illustration. 
You will see that it is strikingly in point. That Irishman 
had been a sailor all his life. He did not know anything in 
the world about land work, but he bad been wrecked, and 
so he went to a neighboring farmer and said tobim, " I de- 
sire, am - , if you plaze, to engage raeself fur the purpose of 
doin' a little farm work." Said the farmer, " What can you 
do ?" Said the sailor, " By the Holy St. Peter, I can do al- 
most anything that any other man can do." Said the 
farmer, " Take these mules and go down into meadow and 
plough that land out." The sailor went down into tbfl 
meadow and commenced to plough. He had only ploughed 
about four furrows when he struck a yellow-jacket's nest. 
He had never seen a ye How -jacket's nest or a yellow-jacket 
before. The mules got tangled up their harness; they step- 
ped over the traces; they turned around and wound them- 
selves up, and they pulled the plough in the wrong direction. 
The Irishman stood and looked at them in absolute blank 
amazement. He finally went back to the house, and using 
the nautical expressions so peculiarly applicable to the sail- 
or's life, he gave vent to words describing a situation simi- 
lar to that in which we found ourselves yesterday. Said he 
" I undertook to plough the meadow and I went down there 
and ploughed four furrows, and I struck a lot of birds that 
had biters on them, and one of the mules got on the larboard 
side and the other on the starboard side, and the whole thing 
has gone to the divil in a, mess of flies." So it was with us 
yesterday. We went to the divil in a mess of flies. But 
finally, when we came to think over the matter and give it 
careful consideration, we united upon a report that was pre- 
sented this morning, that promises for this country a develop- 
ment as magnificent as anythingthat could possibly be con- 
ceived in the mind of man. (Applause.) 

I feel, gentleman of the convention, that it is a worthy 
matter for congratulation that we have been so unanimous. 
I feel that we can return to our homes and that we can live 
with the hope ever beaming in our hearts that the United 
States Government are going to rally for the great thirty 
million of people whose commerce to a considerable extent 
depend upon the promotion and improvement of their great 
water-ways. I ask you when you return to your homes to 
remember that we have had only bannoney here, that it is 
one voice that goes to Congress, that there is no selfishness in 
*his convention ; that it is not that wo want this river provt- 
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ded for or that left unprovided for, but that we call upon 
Congress from a national point of view to look out for the 
great water-ways of the country, and to give us a portion of 
the great surplus in the Treasury that we may enlarge and 
improve these water-ways so that our people can derive the 
material benefits that would necessarily and naturally flow 
therefrom. We want no surplus. We want no man to em- 
ulate the example of he who shouted "Save the red-headed 
man," but we want everybody to feel that the Government 
of the United States is the guardian of American liberty 
and that it is the protector of American citizenship and of 
American commerce. (Applause.) 

I will say to you, gentlemen, that I live down on the 
banks of the Mississippi Kiver at Memphis. We are a 
good people down there. It is true we have got some 
shabby people there, and you have got some shabby people 
in your sections, I have no doubt. I have not met with 
them, however. Your people did not send any of them to 
this convention. (Laughter.) We have shabby people 
everywhere, north, south, east and west As I said yester- 
day, you will generally find that the bad men are the men 
who do the mischief in all society, and that the good men 
are simply our good citizens now as they have always been. 
I desire to say to you that as far as I am concerned I want 
you to come down to Memphis. We have got a lot of oil- 
mills there, and other industries. The latch-string is always 
on the outside. We would just as soon have you stay a 
day as a month. (Laughter.) We want you to come down 
and we will extend to you a hearty welcome. It is not 
long since we had the honor and pleasure of entertaining 
some of the good citizens of Kansas City and other points, 
and we flatter ourselves that we made a " mash" on them 
for they are coming again. We want our friends to come 
from Minnesota and Nebraska You can cojne down and 
pass through and see us. We will treat you as kindly as 
we know how. If you don't stay an hour it don't make 
any difference with us. (Laughter.) When we come out 
to see you we will stay all summer if you want us to. 
(Laughter.) 

Gentlemen I have presented to you what I conceive to 
be the true idea of harmony in this great matter. Every 
man should make it a point to see his member of Congress 
and to see his Senator, to talk around on the outside, and 
to slip a word in here, and a word in there. If you meet 
with President Arthur whisper a good word in his ear. 
Ask them all to unite in promoting and in consummating 
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of this convention and in his worthy associates, men of this 
stamp, men who comprehend this question in all its length, 
ami breadth and depth. It was fitting tbat this conven- 
tion shall recognize tho services of Gov. Stanard by call- 
ing him with entire unanimity to the presidency of this 
convention. I heartily second the motion for the adop- 
tion of this resolution aud trust tbat it will be carried by a 
unanimous rising vote. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising 
vote, and amid applause. 

Mr. Pitkin, of Louisiana. Mr. President and gentlemen 
of tho convention : As a citizen of this union, whose spi- 
nal marrow, as I believe, is in the Mississippi Valley, and 
as a native of the Lower Valley,! cannot forbear an ex- 
pression of solicitude in common with her rapidly increas- 
ing populations of millions tbat an adequate appropriation 
may periodically be made for the improvement of the Miss- 
issippi and her tributaries ; and also an expression of grati- 
fication at the unanimity with which the sanction of the 
convention was given to the report of the Committee on 
Resolutions this morning. 

The question before this body is primarily one of national 
growth, whatever the incidents of local advantage that may 
accompany that growth. It is not a question whether this 
State or that locality shall have its apples, so to speak, but 
whether such conditions may be assured as shall foster the 
growth ot the tree, expand its roots and branches, quicken 
its sap with a new vitality, and so secure a stouter trunk 
ind larger and better apples in which all may be sharers. 
I conceive that this nation may best defend itself not by 
repairing its sea-board forts and patching up its intirm navy 
(whatever merit may attach to such measures) but by fitly 
developing those tremendous possibilities, of trade aud com- 
merce that lie like slumbering giants behind these obstacles 
I that wo have only to attack and rend open in order to realize 
such possibilities. 
The genius of the fable remained in the bottle until the 
stopper was removed by the Persian whom the Genius ever 
after served. Improve the Mississippi and let it come down 
from the graiu to the sugar belt, pushed aud reinforced by 
the volume of tributary streams uninterrupted to the sea 
and it will accomplish ten-fold more than forts and fleets, 
for it will then typify that calm and tranquil trade which 
is so happily called, by Bulwer, I think, the Health of Na- 
tions. Beyond the reach of shot from fort and man-of-war, 
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pradtli ' -will then be found, and no nation that despatches 
(in commercial murine for American supplies will menace 
OtU bai bor ■ or challenge- our guns, and so place in jeopardy 
tlii'ir HiiliHlimtial interests. (Applause.) 

|,H th« UlKtadppi In.; an nnclogged, endless chain, turn- 
ing upon Itl Si.. I'jiiil and New Orleans axles, and every 
Huh Hi' your woa-board is trebly defended. (Applause.) 

Whin (hi Hpaninnls held the Orleans gateway of our 
iivcr ihi'Wcul. took down its flint-locks. Wheu the con - 
fldll in |j nl t«Bpted B similar experiment upon a larger scale, 
I luil wrildul mil shirk ilHgiiNM until it had returned from 
i In mi 1 1 through iui open pathway. (Applause.) The na- 

l felt thai it Ctrait draw ft foil, long, deep breath from 

tlin vory bottom of ibnt lung, and so it cast off the mailed 
hud Iiml ffftl olenohed upon its throat. That breath is 

oommeTM, and aa the breath to the vital frame, so this 

In-rath I Diokeni the nation's tissue, hardens its boues eu- 
rlohea Itt blood and marrow, repairs its waste, and estab- 
lllhai tbfl healthy actions of the elements that constitutes 
itw Integral parte no less than the country at large. 

Km . my friends, a grip upon the throat is no worse than 
:i tubercle upon the longs. The mud-bar is as great an oh- 
etade ft! was a hostilo earth -work ; the snag or the rock 
nio perils as great as was the torpedo, aud the periodical 
OVaraOWt Of water are as desolating as was the march of an 
army. A nation that would rear grim embankments to as- 
ter! its authority over the river should be no less ready to 
fortify against Ina4 which so impairs the commercial uses 
of the riv. \ mae.] The spade and the pile-driver 

;ii!y n»re the implements of national reliefthau 
ri ties and cannon, and we say to the nation that maintains 
its authority over the big and the little Mississippi 3, that 
collects its toll etottC their banks, look to the tnbertles t 

I'ut by appropriation so many millionsat interest, and eol- 
lect tenfold principal audi interest in the prosperity thus 
stimulated and in the impulse which cheap unembarrassed 
transportation will give to> industrial growth, and increased 
carrying power render eertaiu. (Applause.) Do simply 
what anv man would do iu whose lnugsor intestines dis- 
•ace lurks. Go down in your pocket. (Applause.) It i« 
an exceedingly ceM day. mr friends, when the smallest of 
small bow* cai'tK* find 'his pocket for relief tLangfcter) and 
that is what we want 10 understand ' 

It sfcottld not he forcotiea it 
p*w*r eaWaneai soV'y in oar trade remdk, and that « 
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growth and prosperity, or the imprudence of an administra- 
tion years hence, may lead us into quarrels abroad. From 
whence the danger may come, or how, we cannot say, but it is 
enough for us to know that in these days of improvements 
and progress not only our little, pitiful merchant marine, 
but our navy -yards would be at the mercy of shots that can 
come leaping through the air for a distance of eight or ten 
miles. 

I am not hinting at anything about Great Britain; but it 
does occur to me, and has often occurred to me in the past, 
that the lower Mississippi Valley furnishes the best navy- 
yard in the world. Iron and wood are at ready command 
there, and no foreign fleet, in case of war, would ever suc- 
ceed in pushing up that stream between banks of hostile ter- 
ritory. I rejoice that we have outlived all the old rancer of 
the past against Great Britain ; but we may well marvel at 
the sagacity exhibited by the extraordinary master of state, 
craft and armies by whom the territory of Louisiana was 
transferred to us. Said Napoleon, u This acquisition of ter- 
ritory strengthens forever the power of the United States. 
I have given England a rival that sooner or later will hum- 
ble her pride." Had certain eastern members of Congress 
to-day been members of the body to which the act of the 
original purchase ol Louisiana was submitted, they would 
have voted with the historic thirty-three who opposed that 
purchase, although Livingstone declared in Paris the day the 
treaty was concluded, that that purchase would make vast 
solitudes flourishing districts. To-day this assemblage of 
men from the great cities of the valley confirms that as- 
tounding prophecy, (Applause. ) 

The same strength and determination that lay in that act 
of purchase lies in these demands, which this convention has 
expressed by resolution this morning concerning the Missis- 
sippi river and its tributaries. 

As I say, the nation sought to maintain its sovereignty 
by war. Now let it fitly maintain that sovereignty by aid 
that will quicken a common national fellowship throughout 
the whole valley, and accumulate not another national debt, 
tut the means all the more readily to discharge our present 
or accruing obligations. (Applause.) 

While speaking of eastern members of Congress, I do not 
want to be bitter, but I want to refer to a fact that is pa- 
tent to us all. Hercules in his combat with the nine-headed 
dydra, found that in place of every head he severed two 
heads appeared, and that while the hydra was twisting itself 
abput his legs, a qrab put in its appearance to assist the 
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v >dra by biting bis foot. Session by session, of Congress we 
have found that the hydra with multiplying heads and nu- 
merous crabs with mischievous claws lay concealed in some 
committee- room of Congress to await the coming of t be Misi 
sissippi Biver bill, to leap upon it, to entangle themselvi 
about it to bury ibeir fangs and their claws in it, until at last 
would stagger as if by sufferance through Congress, encum- 
bered and enfeebled, a very public carrion exposed as a prey 
to tho birds of sarcasm. "We wish to remonstrate against 
this condition of things. We extend the hearty baud of fel- 
lowship to the East. But we beg tbeEast to know the fact 
that the Mississippi Valley contributes so largea measure of 
the annual coniribution made to the public purse, that the 
"West, while disposed in all ways to assist the EaBt in its 
demands for improvement, feel a new purpose rushing along 
its muscles, even to its knuckles, and propose to maintain 
its rights, and even, if necessary niter mature consideration, 
to refuse relief to the East. The West is competent to dic- 
tate its own terms. It is competent to say to tbeEast that 
the day is fairly past when a committee-room can be made 
a waste basket for Mississippi memorials. (Applause.) 

As early as 1878, Washington thought that the streams 
flowing eastward through the colonics or States would suffice 
for all the needs of American commerce, and feared that the 
ownership of the Mississippi might work a separation of 
the eastern and western country; but the wiser and far- 
seeing Jefferson was pursuaded and declared in 1787, that 
our abandonment of the Mississippi would alone work such 
a separation. Let me tell you an auecdote in point. Ahol- 
low trunk of a tree lay along the road beside a fence, and 
the middle of it crooked under the fence into the next lot. 
A pig was particularly anxious to get into that next lot, and 
entered one end of the hole in the log. To his surprise he re- 
appeared at the other end of the log on the same side of the 
fence. Thereupon he tried it over again with the same re- 
sult, much to his disgust. Whereupon with a stolid grunt 
and with a dejected manner he re-entered the log and laid 
down. The East has too long desired that Congress should 
play the role of the pig and stay on this side of the Alle- 
ghany Mountains. New England long sought to arrest its 
expansion and now exhibits evident dissatisfaction with tho 
condition of affairs. But everything is changing. Even the 
Eastern man fifty years of age does not wear the same pan- 
taloons he wore when a boy. In fact, physiologically he is 
not the same person at all, for men, we are told, change en- 
tirely every seveu years. While these eastern colonies or 



93 

States were a brave outpost at a critical period in our his- 
torical struggles,- yet it must not be forgotten that now the 
staunch citadel of national power rests in the Mississippi 
Valley. (Applause.) 

I must not weary you. There are many points upon 
which I would like to touch, but time will not permit. I 
am very glad, however, to meet so many of my valley 
brethern here in this assembly, and to meet with men from 
along the whole length of our great river and its tributaries,, 
a river that moves down through so long a succession of 
changing latitudes that the emigrant may find anything' 
from a new and congenial Norway to a new Italy. Pro- 
fessor Draper digests a statement of the result of the in-> 
vestigations made under the act of Congress that the river 
annually bears down as the wear and tear of the valley an 
amount of soil equal in measure to one square mile in sur- 
face, two hundred and eight feet deep. So the river is not 
only benefitting the country commercially and in every 
other respect, but actually building it out and making a 
territory faster than our good friends from Dakota think 
Congress is making them a State. (Laughter.) I know 
of no physical feature in this country that for extent and 
inherent power of service so fully announces as it flows on 
and across State lines the grateiul American lessen that we 
are on people. (Applause.) Louisiana, the State from 
which I come, is Western in its affiliation, but national in 
all its sentiments. I need make no speech for that State 
whose people atid whose fame are dear to me; but I will 
say that in all questions of material interest, in all contri- 
butions to national advancement and in all robust Ameri- 
can faith, Louisiana will stand abreast with her most eager 
sisters in the valley and stretch forward a hand Long 
clenched with a grimjand warlike purpose, but which has now 1 
thawed open and is extended in loving and hearty fellowship. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Wood, of Louisiana. (Addressing Mr. George L./ 
Wright, Secretary of the Executive Committee.) I have 
been requested by the delegates of this convention to pre- 
sent to you a substantial consideration for the laborious and 
arduous duties that you have had to perform since the last 
convention held in St. Louis. The delegates present here 
recognize you as the only man in the great Mississippi 
Valley, that was capable of performing the duties that you 
have had to perform in calling together this large conven- 
tion. We know and we recognize in you a warm, staunch, 
hard-working friend of the Mississippi River and its tribu- 
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tarios; and we know that when you are laid away beneath 

the sod, perhaps on the banks of this great river, the 
thousands and millions that come after you will remember 
with pride the great part that you have taken in improving 
all our great rivers. Allow me sir, to present this testimo- 
nial to you to enable you to go on and complete the work 
of the convention. (Great applause.) 

Mr. Wrihht. Mr. Wood, and gentlemen of the conven- 
tion: I feel unable to return my thanks to you properly. I 
■ know that the improvement of the Mississippi River under 
the engineers is a grand scientific work, and I know that 
the organization of the various Statesand commercial cities 
upon its borders so as to obtain appropriations for that im- 
provement is also scientific work. (Laughter.) But for 
this, no one man can claim any credit. No one man or one 
hundred, or one thousand or ten thousand of the thirty 
millions of people who inhabit that great valley, could 
accomplish anything whatsoever without the intelligent 
force behind them of the representative men of that thirty 
million. (Applause.) A great question has become lodged 
in the minds of the people of that country, the basal thought 
of which is cheap transportation, and any man who becomes 
even in a humble way, an avenue by which that question 
can be communicated to the world, to accomplish its purpose, 
has received sufficient honor. (Applause. ) I am persuaded, 
gentlemen, fully persuaded, that the commercial prosperity 
of the Mississippi Valley, and especially of that great city of 
St. Louis, which I am proud to call my home, depends hence- 
forth more on the improvement of that great river than on 
all other conditions which may remain, (Applause.) 

I thank you, gentlemen, for this testimonial, and I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for the kind feeling and 
regard which prompted you to give it, and which I shall 
always hold as priceless, (Applause ) 

Mr. Nourish, of Minnesota. Mr. President I move that 
a distinguished gentleman who occupies a distinguished 
position in thif convention, and who is a distinguished 
delegate among the distinguished delegate among the dis- 
tinguished delegates from the State of Mississippi, be in- 
vited to address this convention. I refer to Hon. John R. 
Xynch, ex-Member of Congress from Mississippi. (Applause.) 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Lynch. Mr. President and gentlemen of the conven- 
tion: As I did not expect to be called upon to make any 
remarks, and as you are no doubt anxions to close the labors 
•of this convention, I will occupy only a very few minutes of 
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your time. I have listened attentively and anxiously to the 
remarks made by gentlemen who have addressed yon. In 
listening to the very able speech of the distinguished gen- 
tlemen who preside over our deliberations with such dignity 
and impartiality, I heard him with pleasure remark that in 
this convention we are all democrats and all republicans. 
(Applause.) I would state in this way: That in this con- 
vention and for the purposes for which we have assembled, 
we are neither democrats nor republicans; (applause) and as 
I do not wish to slight or ignore any of the great political , 
parties of the day, I will further add that we are neither 
Green backers nor Independents. (Applause.) I am also 
glad, gentlemen, to be able to say — and in saying it I feel 
what I say — that for the purposes for which we have assem- 
bled we are neither white men nor black men. ( Continued 
Applause.) Let me assure you, gentlemen, that the colored 
people of the Mississippi Valley, and I hope of the entire 
country, are with you heart and soul. (Applause.) It mat- 
ters not how we differ on other questions, it matters not 
what our differences may be, with regard to the tariff, with 
regard to finances, with regard to all otherquestions, in this 
great work there is but one purpose, and hut one cause. 
(Applause.) "We are all together, we are united, we are 
harmonious, and we intend to light this battle until the vic- 
tory is won. (Applause.) 

While I concur in the opinion, while 1 re-echo the senti- 
ment that this great question should be disiissnciated from 
political questions upon which parties are divided, yet I 
would wish to impress upon the minds of the gentlemen 
who compose this convention that we have one great and 
important duty to perform, and that is that we should make 
all political parties understand aud know that no party in 
this country can afford to ignore or disregard the purposes 
we have in view. (Applause.) "We should make them all 
know and understand that the colored man in the Missis- 
sippi Valley will not vote for any man who is not right on 
this question because of what happened twenty years ago, 
(applause.) and we should make them all understand that the 
white man of the Mississippi Valley will not vote for a man 
who is not right on this question because of what happened 
twenty years ago. "We are willing to say to the country, 
and to all parties that we ignore the past, that we bury the 
dead, that we throw the mantle of charity over the mis- 
takes that have been made, and that we look hopefully to 
the future. (Applause.) In doing this, my candid opinion 
is that this great work in which we are engaged will do 
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and sections and classes, and bring them together in 
harmonious union, than all the resolutions or laws that 
he passed by the legislatures of the land. (Applause.) L( 
the southern man, white and black, see that the interests ol 
the south will be looked after by the men of the north, l 
the northern men, white or black, sea that the interests 
the north will be looked after by the men of the sout 
and all bitterness, sectionalism, race antagonism and 
other things that have disturbed the peace and harmoir 
and good will of the country will perish and be forgotten 
forever. (Applause.) 

Gentlemen I congratulate you upon the deliberations of 
this convention. I congratulate you upon what has been 
accomplished. 1 believe that great good will grow out of 
what we have done, not only for the South, the section of 
the country from which E come, but for ail part3 of the 
country; and that fellowship, ami good-will, union and har- 
mony will be the characteristics of ail the people, North, 
South, East and West. (Applause.) 

Mr. Clark, of Missouri. Gov. Crittenden, of M : 
upon the floor of this house. I move that he be invited t< 
address the convention at this time. (Applause.) 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Gov. Crittenden'. Mr. President and gentlemen of thi 
convention: I think you have bad enough speaking. Your 
great work has been accomplished in such a way as is en- 
tirely satisfactory to this whole convention. I think that 
is the very best speech that could be made to this conven- 
tion, (applause) and not ouly to this convention, for we are 
of one sentiment here, but the most potential speech that 
could be made to the Congress of the United States now 
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When in Congress I favored the greatest expenditure of 
public money for the improvement of our national streams. 
It was through my instrumentality that the canal at Des 
Moines was made a free canal, (applause) that every pound 
of freight that passed down the Mississippi River from St. 
Panl, to our great city of St. Louis and to the South went 
unvexed and untaxed. I had charge of the bill in the com- 
mittee. I made the report there. I had charge of the hill 
in Congress. I made the report there. With aiid by the 
assistance ot many distinguished gentleman we were enabled 
to carry it through and to-day that canal is a free canal. 
(Laughter.) 

I have been in favor of the improvement of the Missouri 
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River to make it entirely navigable from its source to its 
mouth so that the freights and the productions of those 
States and territories bordering on it should pass south- 
ward iuto the markets of the world. I was reared upon 
the banks of the Ohio River, and to that stream all the 
affections of my nature and my heart go out. (Applause.) 
I never saw a day when I would not vote the very greatest 
expenditure of public money for the improvement of that 
stream of water. But over and above all this, my friends, 
•speaking first of these other streams, the Upper Mississippi, 
the Ohio and the Missouri Rivers — over and above them 
all in my affection and admiration stands the Mississippi 
River. It transcends them all. If it were necessary, and 
if I had the power, there should be no talk of the accumu- 
lation of surplus funds in the Treasury of the Government 
while that river remained unimproved. If the money 
were not appropriated to pay the public debt, which I think 
is the first demand, and the first mortgage upon that fund. 
(Applause.) I would remove every dollar of it and appro- 
priate it to the improvement of the great waterways of 
this country. (Applause.) So I am with you my friends 
heart and soul, both from a patriotic view and from the 
very great desire I have to see the city of which you, Mr. 
President, are the distinguished representative, the home 
of many of the gentlemen whose faces I see before me, and 
the States of which I am proud to be the executive officer, 
reap the substantial benefits that this movement must 
bring. I am for these improvements in order that St. 
Louis may possess a population not only of four hundred 
and fifty thousand as it does now, but that we may have a 
city of a million inhabitants upon the banks of that river . 
(Applause.) And not only St. Louis. I would not tear 
down or mar or injure the prospect, the possibility or the 
probability of any city or town in this country. There is 
a grander purpose after all, not limited to the city of St. 
Louis or to the State of Missouri. It will be for the glory 
of our common country of which we are citizens. 

My friends let me say one other thing and then I am 
done. My heart has been bowed with grief with the ap- 
prehension that there would be discord in this convention. 
I have heard sentiments enunciated that were to me ill- 
omened, aud I have withdrawn from one or two meetings 
with dire apprehension that there would be trouble in this 
convention. But I knew one thing, that if you give the 
American people time to reflect and let their sober second 
sense dominate, they will come out right at last ; and I 
13 
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knew if you let your committee report and let that report 
be governed by judiciousness and by a unity of action, tbat 
patriotism and a general desire tor the general good would 
predominate at last over sectional views and sectional 
ideas, and tbat this convention would adjourn aa being not 
only one of tbe greatest conventions that ever assembled 
on behali' of this movement, but one of the most prosper- 
ous and harmonious in result. (Applause.) 

I thank yon for the result of this convention. It will 
have its effect in Congress. It will have its effect in our 
respective homes, and when we have returned from it our 
people will say, I care not from what part of the country 
we come : Well done, good and faithful servants. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Fhancis, of Missouri. I have a short resolution to 
offer. I think we have all great cause to congratulate our- 
selves over the success of this movement and I think also 
that we owe that success more to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions thau to anybody else. I move, therefore, that the 
thanks of this convention he tendered to the Committee on 
Resolutions for the very ahle and comprehensive document 
which was read before the convention this morning. 

The motion was agreed to 

Mr. Pound, of Wisconsin. I have received this morning 
a very interesting and valuable letter from Major Allen, in 
charge of the work on the Upper Mississippi liiver and its 
tributaries, which I will not ask tbe convention to listen to, 
but will ask that it may he received and published among 
the proceedings of this convention. 

Tbe Presidekt. It will be so ordered if there be no ob- 
jections. 

The letterin question is asfollows: 

Salst Paul, Minn., February 3rd, 1884. 

Mi/ Dear Sir : I returned to tbe city on Saturday and 
found jour's of the 31st .Ian. Work is progressing rapidly 
on the reservoirs at Lake Winnibigosbish, Leech Lake, and 
Pokegama Falls. Minnesota. It is expected to begin to col- 
lect water at the two large ones (Lake Winnibigosbish and 
Lake Leech) by the earty part of March next. It is also 
expected to begin another reservoir at Pine River, Minn, 
shortly. The capacities of, and supplies to those four reser- 
voirs are as follows: 

Winnibigosbish, capacity of reservoir, 40,000 million cu- 
bic feet. 8uppiv to same in one.vear, 20,000 million cubic 
feet. 
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Lake Leech, the capacity of this reservoir is 20,000 million 
cubic feet, and the annual supply is 14,000 million cubic feet. 

Pokegama Falls Reservoir ; Capacity of reservoir is 3,- 
700 million cubic feet, and the annual supply 2,500 millions 
of cubic feet. 

Pine River Reservoir ; the capacity of this reservoir is 
7,000 million cubic feet, and the annual supply a little in 
excess (generally) of this figure, viz., 7,000,000,000 cubic 
feet. 

The supply alone from the two large reservoirs, Winni- 
bigoshieh.and Leech Lake is sufficient to fill a channel 500 
feet wide, 3 feet deep, and flowing at the rate of two miles 
an hour for 60 days; in other words ? the quantity of water 
from the two largest reservoirs could flow with an average 
velocity of 3 feet per second for 60 days through a channel 
500 feet in width and 3 feet in depth before being exhausted. 
Making large deductions for contingencies, capacity of river 
channel above Brainerd, &e., the quantity just mentioned 
when added during the season of drought to the low water 
volume of the Mississippi cannot fail to benefit the naviga- 
tion of the stream from Grand Rapids to Hastings and even 
as far down as Lake Pepin. Below Hastings, the reservoir 
effect will be heightened by the operation of the St. Croix 
reservoir if these latter are ever contructed. Further on 
come in the Chipewa and Wisconsin River cysterns. Col. 
Houston, who is in charge of the Wisconsin River improve- 
ment, referring to my report on the subject of reservoirs 
published as House Ex. Doc. No. 39, 46th Congress, second 
session, recommended that a portion of the appropriation 
asked for the year ending June 30th, 1882, be made availa- 
ble for the construction of one or more reservoirs on the 
Wisconsin Riveras part of the improvement of that river, he 
regarding such accessory improvement as tending to reduce 
the cost of other works on that stream, (see his report bot- 
tom of page 1951 and top of page following, Annual Report 
of Chief of Engineers for year ending June 30th, 1880.) 

The following year (1881) this distinguised officer re- 
peated the recommendation. 

The reservoir subject is but little understood as spoken of 
here, viz., to improve the Mississippi and some of its tribu- 
taries, excepting by the few who have given it close atten- 
tion. The creation of reservoirs to feed large canals; to 
cities, mills, &c, has been a common engineering practice 
for centuries. The ancients constructed reservoirs of no 
mean size. If you will read pages 1457-1459 of my an- 
nual report for year ending June 30th, 1883, in appendix X 
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of the Report of the Chief of Engineers for that yea 
will find the principal data pertaining to the value of the 
reservoirs in condensed form. You can undoubtedly obtain 
a copy of the report by applying to the Chief of Engineers. 
I have no copy here, or would send you one. 

The greatest difficulty experienced in pushing the reser- 
voirs has arisen from the tedious work of getting releases of 
titles of lands liable to injury from overflows, and especially 
from the delays incident to starting work on the Indian 
Reservations. 

As regards the other works of River and Harbor improve- 
ment in my district you will find the needs and estimates 
set forth in my Annual Report for the fiscal year ending 
June 30th laBt. ' 

This letter is written in great haste, but I think the in- 
formation you wish is sufficiently set forth in it. 
Very truly yours, 

CHARLES J. ALLEN. 

Hon: T. C. Pound, 

Ebbiit Emse, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Mokeheao, of Louisiana. The board of Management 
of the World's Exposition to be held in the city of New 
Orleans next year, extend] a cordial invitation to the mem- 
bers of this convention to bepresent. That exposition will 
be one of the greatest that hasever taken place in America, 
second not even to the centennial. 

The President: I am eure the gentlemen of the conven- 
tion are grateful for the invitation and will be glad to ac- 
cept it. ' 

'Mr. Fort, of Tennessee. I move that this convention do 
now adjourn. 

The pRBsiiiRrrc. Before the motion to adjourn is put I 
desire to congratulate the convention upon its exceedingly 
harmonious sessions, ami also upon the fact that we have 
so unanimously adopted the very able, comprehensive, and 
as I belk'Ve, patriotic resolutions which have been reported 
by the Committee on Resolutions. I also desire to again 
thank the delegates for the honor which they have con- 
ferred Upon my city and. upon myself, and for the respect 
that has been shown me during this convention. 

The' convention stands adjourned to meet at the call 
the Executive Cumin it tee.' 
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